
   

 

Spring 2009 Awards - May 7, 2009  

Northfield Golf Club  

The Departmental Service Award:  The Chem-
istry Faculty honor graduating students who have 
served the department in outstanding ways. Each 
honored student receives a certificate and an ACS 
Bistro Mug filled with jelly beans. 

Jessica Albright  Michelle Howard 

Paul Nichol   Dan Kohler  

Alison Schultz                     Seth Huiras 

Stephanie Harstad        

 

Academic Achievement Awards:  Three students 
have distinguished themselves among chemistry 
majors in maintaining an impressive grade point 
average during their college years.  In recognition 
of the talent, dedication and commitment required 
to achieve this, the chemistry department wishes 
to recognize them with an Academic Achievement 
Award.  As a way of recognizing this accomplish-
ment student is presented with a certificate, a 
Black and Gold Graduation Cord, and a St. Olaf 
Pen. 

This Years Academic Achievement Awards went 
to: 

Jessica Abright  Dan Kohler 

Alice Deden   Paul Nichol 

Philip Gipson   Ilse Peterson 

Amy Johnson   Sommer Wild 

Sean Johnston 

Courtland and Ellen Agre, in 1981, gave money 
to be used as senior awards to the highest-ranking 
student going on in medicine and the highest-
ranking student going on to graduate school in 
chemistry.  This year's recipients of this prestig-
ious award were:   

  (Medical school)  Kevin Friede 

  (Graduate school) Jessica Albright 

 

Merck Awards: Merck & Co., Inc sponsors this 
award. The Awardee receives an inscribed copy of 
the latest Merck Index.  The Merck Award is 
given to a high-ranking chemistry major.   

This year's recipients were: Paul Nichol and Ilse 
Peterson  

 

The American Institute of Chemists Founda-
tion Award: This award is sponsored by the 
American Institute of Chemists and honors a 
graduate who has a demonstrated record of abil-
ity, leadership, and professional promise. A cer-
tificate and a one-year membership in the AIC are 
awarded. 

This year's recipient was Dan Kohler. 

 

The 2008 Undergraduate Award in Analytical 
Chemistry: The award consists of a personalized 
certificate and souvenir item.  Also, each month 
the award recipient will receive an email from 
Analytical Chemistry with highlights from the 
journal, especially the news and feature sections.  
The winner also received an ASC mug filled with 
jelly beans. 

This year's recipient was Khammawan Tangtan-
aporn (Tong). 
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Jessica Albright with 
Jesse Vargas-
Mulcahy enjoying 
the Senior Banquet, 
Jessica is one of the 
Courtland Agre 
Award winners. 
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The HyperCube Scholar Award:   HyperCube, 
Inc. donates a copy of their chemical modeling 
software package "HyperChem" to be awarded to 
an interested and talented molecular modeling 
chemistry major. 

This year's recipient was Sean Johnston. 

 

Chemistry department faculty member Robert 
Hanson has donated a signed edition of his book 
"Molecular Origami" to a student going on in 
K-12 education.  

This year’s recipient was Pat Wadzinski. 

 

Doughnut Award: This award is given each year 
to the graduating senior who has attended the 
most departmental seminars over the courses of 
their junior and senior years, as measured by 
signing the seminar attendance book.  The winner 
receives a certificate and, appropriately, a serv-
ing of doughnuts. 

This year's recipient was Sajjad Soltani (below). 

Kevin Friede was one of 
the winners of the 
Courtland Agre Award . 

Many awards 
were given , lots 
of cake was 
eaten, and it was 
a wonderful 
time to see our 
Majors all to-
gether one last 
time. 

Nat tells of 
his life at St. 
Olaf and af-
ter.  What  
future adven-
tures await 
the class of 
2009? 

Sean is 
the win-
ner of 
the Hy-
per Cube 
award, 
and Dr. 
Hanson 
did a 
terrific 
job as 
host. 

Alison Schultz is honored for her dedica-
tion and hard work. 

The three 
ACS Ma-
jors were 
also recog-
nized: Josh 
Halvorson, 
Paul 
Nichol, 
and  Tegan  
Shoener. 

Congratu-
lations to 
ALL.  
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CHEMISTRY MAJORS 
2009 

Jessica Albright 

Daniel Blackwell 

Andrew Bodger 

Andrew Crofton 

David Dassenko 

Erik Davis 

Sean Dawson 

Alice Deden 

Peter Eggert 

Kevin Friede 

Philip Gipson 

Ellen I. Goerss 

Heidi Gusa 

Josh Halverson 

Stephanie Harstad 

Dana Horgen 

Michelle Howard 

Seth Huiras 

Amy Johnson 

Erik Johnson 

Erin Johnson 

Sean Johnston 

Daniel Kohler 

Christopher Lombardo 

Raylene Natwick 

Sarah Naumann 

Paul Nichol 

Ilse Peterson 

David Rysdahl 

Andrew Schmiesing 

Alison Schultz 

Tegan Shoener 

Sajjad Soltani 

Elizabeth Speltz 

Khammawan Tangtanaporn 

Dain Thompson 

Benjamin M. Thompson 

Cameron Tusken 

Jesse Vargas-Mulcahy 

Benjamin Verdoorn 

Patrick Wadzinski 

Sommer Wild 

Mark Zietlow 
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CHEM MAJORS 2009 

FUTURE PLANS  
 Jessica Albright: Next year I will be 
attending the University of Illinois to 
study analytical chemistry. 

Sarah Naumann: I will be pursuing a 
Pharm.D. at NDSU. 

Ben Verdoorn: I'm going to work a 
while and then go back to school for electrical engi-
neering. I don't know where exactly I'll be working. 

Patrick Wadzinski: I am very unsure about my future 
plans. I would like to work for a while around the cities 
in a chemistry lab and then sometime within the next 
year or two apply to pharmacy school. That is about 
all I know right now. 

Khammawan Tangtanaporn: I am in a process of hear-
ing back from companies and graduate schools, so I 
guess I am quite unsure what I am going to be doing 
after graduation. 

David Dassenko: I will be going to Osteopathic medical 
school next fall in Des Moines or Kansas City for a 
dual degree in medicine and health care administra-
tion. 

Ellen Goerss: Eventually, I will be interning at Quigley 
Architects in Minneapolis. It is a small residential ar-
chitecture firm I interned at last summer. I will also be 
taking a course or two more in drawing/art history, 
and working on my portfolio for entrance to graduate 
architecture programs. Ultimately, I would like to 
school with a program specializing in historic restora-
tion/renovation/preservation. I hope a chemistry ma-
jor will bring a unique angle to the field and give me 
an edge in grad school applications. 

Seth Huiras: This summer I will be researching a small, 
non-coding RNA from E. coli with Dr. Pellino using 
biochemical, biophysical, and ELIZA methods. After 
summer, I have one more semester of college: physical 
chemistry and golf courses with collegiate football. 
Next spring, my job is TBD. I plan to start dental 
school during the fall of 2010, if I am accepted. My 
dream has been to become a community dentist, and 
my future goal is to attend dental school. 

Daniel Blackwell: I will be working as a Lab Research 
Technician at Loyola University Medical Center in 
Chicago. 

Dana Horgen: Currently I am leaning towards pursu-
ing a PhD in organic chemistry at Baylor University 

in Waco, Texas. Then hopefully I can land a sweet in-
dustrial job, make loads of money, then possibly come 
back and teach at Olaf. 

Amy Johnson: I plan on working in a healthcare facil-
ity in the Twin Cities for one to two years after 
graduation, then applying to medical school. 

Michelle Howard: I will be attending Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine beginning this August. Also, I 
have a full scholarship to medical school from the Air 
Force; I was recently commissioned as a second lieu-
tenant and will be attending officer training this sum-
mer in Alabama. 

Sean Johnston: I'll be attending the Integrated Pro-
gram in Biochemistry at the University of Wisconsin - 
Madison in the fall. 

Ilse Peterson:  I am unsure. However, I plan to eventu-
ally return to school for a graduate degree. 

Sean Dawson:  I will be taking the next year off of 
school and hopefully working in a biochemistry, or 
chemistry lab in Minneapolis. The following year I will 
be applying for medical school and graduate school in 
biochemistry, neuroscience, or molecular biology. 

Alison Schultz:  Work at 3M for the summer and then 
hopefully for a lab company for 1-2 years. I then plan 
on going to grad school for analytical chemistry. 

David Rysdahl:  I will be acting professionally. I'll also 
be writing screenplays and fiction. To pay the initial 
bills and because it is fun, I'll be working in a lab. I 
might go back to school later, but right now I just 
want to live, whatever that means. 

Mark Zietlow:  Attend medical school; options include 
Mayo (Rochester, MN) and Creighton (Omaha, NE) 

Sommer Wild:  After graduation, I be headed to At-
lanta, Georgia to work in the Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention department of Foodborne Illness 
and Zoonoses; followed by attending the University of 
North Dakota's School of Medicine and Health Sci-
ences fall, 2009. 

Andrew Crofton:  My current plans after I graduate are 
to obtain a masters degree in clinical/applied anatomy 
before attending medical school. I am unsure of what 
school I will be attending for my master’s degree as of 
now. 

Joshua Halverson:  I'm planning on working for at 
least a year, and then hopefully going to grad school. 

 

Continued on next page... 
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Paul Nichol:  Next fall I will be joining the United 
States Marine Corps. 

Heidi Gusa:  I am planning on attending Graduate 
School to get a Masters in Public Health. 

Philip Gipson: I will work for a while and then attend 
graduate school. 

Raylene Natwick:  First, I am going to hike the Colo-
rado Trail. Then, I will most likely be participating in 
the Peace Corps. Afterward, I hope to do further 
studying. 

Erik Davis:  I will be going to dental school at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. 

Sajjad Soltani:  Will be working in a clinical lab at 
Mayo Clinic for the summer and then somewhere else 
as I apply and prepare for medical school. 

Cameron Tusken:  I will hopefully be attending medi-
cal school next year. I am playing the waiting game 
right now, but I am hopeful one of the three schools 
will give me a shot. If I don't get in I will take a year 
off, make some money, and reapply next year. 

Dain Thompson:  Though not thoroughly cemented, at 
present I plan to work/intern for the summer then go 
back to school to pursue a career in education. 

Stephanie Harstad:  I am going to graduate school at 
the University of Minnesota. 

Tegan Shoener:  I'm planning on working for a year 
and then head to graduate school. 

Alice Deden:  Next year, I will be attending school at 
the Mayo Clinic. I am enrolled in the Clinical Labora-
tory Science Program, where I will learn how to be a 
Medical Technician. I am working on my search for 
either a medical school or a D.O. school to attend. Fol-
lowing the Mayo program, I will most likely join the 
Navy and attend a medical school of sorts. Ultimately, 
I'd like to be a sports medicine doctor. 

Erin Johnson: I will be attending the University of 
Minnesota School of Dentistry starting in the fall. 

Chris Lombardo:  Working in a chem lab for pharma-
ceuticals specialties incorp. out of Rochester. They are 
the makers of Vanicream lotions. Come September I 
will be attending U of M College of Pharmacy. 
 

 

 

 

 

Experiences 
If I could start over, I would make sure that I saved four 
courses that were required for the major so I could take 
one during each of my last four semesters. This semester, 
all of my work for the major was finished, so I didn't 
qualify for the federal SMART grant. I would also get 
much more familiar with reading NMR results, and not 
forget all about it after Organic. 

Take Biochemistry and the lab. It is probably the most 
interesting class/lab combination available for a chemis-
try major, and I learned a ton in the lab. 

I would be a lot more organized. Search and talk to my 
professors more, and try to do research here one summer. 
The chem dept. offers good opportunities to do research 
and I really wish I had applied. 

Get rid of all GEs first! Don't let those classes prevent 
you from getting into lab section or chemistry class that 
you want to be in. Schedule does not always work out 
they way you want. And, I would never take Biology and 
Organic Chemistry at the same time ever again... 

I would convince everyone to befriend the professors and 
hang out with them outside of school. I cannot count 
how many great times some of us have had with the pro-
fessors outside of class! 

Most likely I would not have been a chem major. How-
ever, since I will not be pursuing a career in the medical 
field or in a lab I am just thrilled at where this degree 
will take me. Judging from my friends who are chem 
majors at Grinnel and the University of Iowa, I believe 
the caliber of the St. Olaf chemistry program is un-
matched. Our exams were way harder! Also, getting to 
use the new science center truly made a huge difference 
in how I viewed the program. I feel so fortunate and 
lucky just thinking of that building :) 

I do not have any regrets, but knowing what I do now, I 
would put much less emphasis on being an athlete at St. 
Olaf College during my first and second years. I would 
develop balanced study skills as best I could to under-
stand my true ability to learn in the lecture vs. the inde-
pendent settings. The athletic component in us will flour-
ish with maturity. 

If I could start over, I would try to get more research ex-
periences over the summer. I would also not doubt my 
capabilities as much. Finally, I would pay more attention 
in organic chemistry. 

  

 

 

Continued on next page.. 
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Experiences Continued 

Here are a few suggestions: 1. I would NOT have taken 
121-123. 2. I would have taken Pchem pass/fail.  3. I 
would have started TAing as soon as possible.  4. I 
would definitely take physics at Macalester again.  5. I 
would have tried to do IR starting sophomore year 

I would have taken Orgo during the summer before 
Sophomore year. Also, I think it's a wise decision to take 
only 3 courses if P-Chem is one of them. 

Chemistry goggles work really well as a smoke mask 
while grilling. Plus, you look really cool wearing chem-
istry goggles at a cookout - everyone will be jealous. 

I would-major in Chemistry earlier on-do summer re-
search at Olaf after freshman and sophomore years 

If I could do it again, I would become more involved in 
my major departments and make a greater effort to take 
advantage of opportunities such as visiting speakers and 
department events. 

I would take biochemistry II if I could start over. Also I 
think summer research here at St. Olaf was one of the 
best experiences I have ever had the pleasure of experi-
encing. It was a blast and I would definitely try to get 
into between my sophomore and junior years instead of 
just junior to senior year. 

Taking physics before P chem so I didn't have the same 
lecture twice in one day would have been nice! 

If I could start it all over, I would get to know my profes-
sors better. I remember being intimidated and scarred of 
them. Now, I see myself learning next to them. They are 
great people with so much to offer. 

I have been extremely pleased with each of my experi-
ences here at Saint Olaf, and will deeply miss the com-
munity, professors, and opportunities that have been 
readily available throughout these past four years. 

I would actually take Bio Chem lab if I could do every-
thing over again. Otherwise, I think it's unfortunate that 
Professors Schaefle and Keussman are not going to be 
returning. They are awesome teachers and I have a lot of 
great memories with both of them. 

Get to know your chemistry professors! They are kind, 
knowledgeable, and care about you. 

I am not sure about other experiences that I would like to 
share. If I could start over as a first year, I would plan 
better in order to allow myself to take more classes in my 
areas of study. 

Be an art major. 

 

 

I would've have connected more with the chemistry pro-
fessors. They have a lot of good advice and knowledge 
about such a variety of topics. I wish I could've worked 
harder on doing research here at St. Olaf. 

I would wait to take p-chem until my senior year. 

If I could start over, I'd get more involved with SOCS. 

I wouldn't do anything differently. We are the accumula-
tion of our experiences. The experiences that I’ve had at 
St. Olaf have opened my eyes to areas of the world I did-
n’t even know existed, and I am SO thankful to have had 
the chem department and my friends in the chem major 
here to help me through both the rough times and the 
happy times.  

Kris, Schaefle, Bill, and Janice have been my faculty 
mentors through the thick and the thin and I can’t thank 
them enough for all the support, advice, knowledge, and 
experiences they’ve shared with me. I often ask jokingly. 

 What am I going to do without you guys next year?  
However, the more I actually think about it, I’m 
REALLY going to miss seeing them, chewing the fat, 
and learning from them. I love how the faculty at St. 
Olaf aren’t just faculty, they care about students’ lives 
outside of academics. They’re friends, and I think it’s 
awesome that they have been here to see me grow, but 
moreover, to help me grow, as a person. I’ve learned 
more about myself in the last year than I have in the last 
twenty, and I owe a large portion of that to my friends in 
the chem department and within the chem major.  

Thank you all SO much for the opportunity to grow with 
you!! I hope I was able to put at least half as much hap-
piness into your lives as you have brought into mine! 

Plan your course schedules with your advisor well in 
advance so that you can take the chemistry courses with 
4-hour labs during your most convenient semester con-
sidering extracurricular activities, studying for grad/
professional school admission tests, taking other difficult 
or time-consuming courses, etc. 

Bob Hanson and Kris Keuseman 
performing experiments for 
onlookers, fire, and loud bangs 
make this really cool. 
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 Memorable Moments 

Mock robot lab....complete with aluminum foil costumes. 
 
Allie Pyan and I had a station right next to the door in 
Organic lab. One day, someone threw the door open dur-
ing lab, and the draft blew all of our product into our 
drawer. We swept up the dust from the bottom of the 
drawer and ran our analysis on that--it was tough to find a 
melting point. 
 
Our professors had some great stories to tell us, like Tony 
Watson's about the guy he knew in grad school who 
spilled hydrofluoric acid on his foot, but thought it was no 
big deal because it was a weak acid. Later he had to go to 
the emergency room and get some toes amputated be-
cause the acid sank down to his bones and started reacting 
with the calcium. 
 
It was memorable when Professor Pellino had students 
come to the front of class and act out the parts of proteins 
like hemoglobin in bio chem. 
 
When Professor Muth came in with a guitar and sang a 
song for the class about the metabolic process. 
 
Learning how to synthesize LSD from Watson in a pre 
lab prep for Organic lab. 
 
Analytical labs are always fun because of their different 
approaches to learning chemistry. I learned a lot from 
being in lab. I also enjoyed taking Instrumental Analysis 
class very much because I got to work with many differ-
ent instruments that I haven't used before. Instrumental 
Analysis allows me to gain more hands-on experience of 
chemistry. 
 
The first day walking into P. Chem when Schaefle said 
we could buy an A- for $10,000,000. After taking the 
course and realizing how difficult it was I realize the ap-
propriateness of that bribe. Schaefle was a great professor 
in that he could keep the mood light/comical while teach-
ing us such an impossible topic! 
 
That is a tough question. As much as I disliked A-chem, I 
had a great time with my lab group. I think the general 
group learning (suffering in some cases, especially sunny 
days) in labs always created memorable bonds with lab 
partners. 
 
I took the "Medicinal Chemistry with an International 
Perspective" course in Jamaica with Robert Hanson Ph.D. 

and chaperon Greg Muth Ph.D. During the first week of 
lecture at the University of the West Indies Mona campus, 
Dr. Hanson was teaching the class about allosteric an-
tagonism of enzymes. To demonstrate this, he had mem-
bers of the class lay down on the floor to be the enzyme 
while others hovered over the enzyme away from the 
"active site" in the middle. I am quite certain that for the 
rest of my life, I will never forget how to visualize allos-
teric antagonism, especially because Dr. Muth acted as 
one of the antagonists ;). 
 
In organic lab, having one lab partner pretend to rotovap 
while the other two of us actually prepared the sample. 
That way we always had a rotovap available for immedi-
ate use! Also sitting through p-chem and listening to all 
the hilarious comments that invariably happen every day. 
 
I loved TA-ing 126 because of the 'time bomb' reaction 
where students would mix various amounts of iodine, 
starch and sulfate to create a solution that would change 
colors at a specific time. One of the most memorable mo-
ments in lecture was the class when Pearson explained to 
us how to make our own moon shine, then how to test it 
to make sure it had enough alcohol in it. 
 
My Organic lab group wore formal-wear to commemo-
rate our last day of lab. During the robotics lab in A-
Chem, my group did the robot dance and spoke like ro-
bots... and continued to do so for the rest of the semester. 
 
In analytical lab, I was in the best lab group ever - Wendy 
Tuesday, with Jessie and Michael. For the mock robot 
lab, we all wore "Robot Solidarity Bracelets" which we 
had constructed from tinfoil. To get even more into the 
lab, we decided to talk like robots to each other, and we 
listened to "The Humans Are Dead" (about robot domina-
tion) beforehand. Needless to say, our group was awe-
some. 
 
Making an enzyme out of people to model conformational 
change-Class on the beach in Jamaica!-The incredible 
disappearing agarose gel in Experimental Biochemistry 
lab 
 
I am unlikely to forget the countless hours spent on the P 
Chem lysozyme report, and I really enjoyed the demon-
strations in 126 as well as acting out ATP synthesis in 
Biochem I. 
 

 

 

Continued on next page... 
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One of my most memorable moments in a chemistry lab 
at St. Olaf has to be just getting to sit, talk, and learn from 
Prof. Pearson when I was a teaching assistant for Organic 
Chemistry lab with him. His knowledge and passion for 
passing it on was always something to be cherished. 
Suzanne Brenimer, my lab partner for orgo, falling asleep 
as she was trying to determine the melting point - break-
ing a piece of glassware used to measure optical rotation 
and hearing the TA mumble "those are expensive"  
 
Getting nerd-belled in the library working on analytical 
lab reports 
 
I remember working with Ingrid Anderson in a 125 lab 
where we had to mix acid and water. I didn't really know 
what was going on (I was young), and I didn't notice her 
dump all of the water into the acid. The solution ex-
ploded. I think that might have been when I decided to 
become a major. It made lab so much cooler. 
 
Watching Prof. Schaefle drink a Big Buddy Mountain 
Dew every class period. 
 
A summer organic synthesis lab comprising; a "small" 
diethyl ether fire, large percent errors, crystals, product, 
where?... 
 
My most memorable moments in Chemistry classes have 
definitely been this year in P-chem. There have been 
some ridiculously funny moments in that class.  
 
My most memorable moment in Chem lab was when my 
lab partner in organic somehow managed to make a flask 
explode and when Dr. Watson came over to see what hap-
pened he just started laughing and walked away. It was 
priceless. 
 
Professor Watson's crazy pre-lab lectures, and his 
"theory" of organic chemistry. 
 
Attempting to convince Dr. Beussman that it was a good 
idea for me to try running the robot at top speed in Instru-
mental Analysis Lab. 
 
Most of my memorable moments happened in Lab. Such 
as the fire during Orgo Lab sophomore year when every-
one was more worried about leaving their experiments 
than the potential that the building was on fire. 
 
Doing research with Keuseman the summer after my 
Sophomore year was certainly the defining moment in my 
chemistry career. I learned far more practical organic 

chemistry than I ever had in Class Labs, as well as got to 
know the faculty very well. A close second would be 
Pearson's Interim Organic Analysis class. The crazy hours 
and freewheeling approach of the Labs are still memora-
ble. 
I am not sure I remember any specific memorable mo-
ments, but in general, it has been memorable to have been 
able to use the new science center. 
 
Playing guitar hero while waiting for gels to run during 
Bio Chem lab. 
 
Medicinal Chemistry in Jamaica when we did our home-
work by the pool in January. 
Orgo. lab with Professor Watson was hilarious. I remem-
ber him telling us how we were synthesizing something 
almost like LSD... we could all see him reliving his 
youth! 
Prof. Schaefle eclectic and lighthearted teaching style. 
My most memorable moment was when James told us our 
little vials couldn't break, then threw one on the ground, 
and then it shattered. 
 
My most memorable experience was in Inorganic Chem-
istry working with the model kits to try to figure out the 
symmetry of molecules. 
 
First, I have a few favorite quotes from various fac-
ulty:Me: Keuse, you're so innovative! Kris: Yeah, you 
have to be good at solving problems when you create as 
many as I do. "Does this smell like chloroform to you?" 
There was a point during independent lab when I deemed 
it would be a wonderful idea to construct a canon of sorts. 
Kris and I put two screws in a plastic V8 bottle, poured in 
a little bit of methanol and swirled it around. We corked 
the bottle and placed it strategically on the floor, so as not 
to blow out any ceiling tiles or eyes. We started up the 
tesla-coil and sparked one of the screws. The cork blew 
out, the bottle shot back, and the explosion started me 
laughing harder than I had in a long time. So, Vink is 
standing there and decides to pick the bottle up. It just so 
happened that the bottle was still on fire from the explo-
sion. The fire crept up Vink's arm and singed all the hair 
off of it. Kris and I burst out laughing harder than we had 
been from the explosion. It. Was. Awesome! 
 

 
 
 
 

 Continued on next 
page... 
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Probably my other favorite memory is from summer re-
search. One of us, who shall remain unnamed, comes 
into Kris' office holding a small vial with a shiny liquid 
in it. The perpetrator was laughing, of course. Kris looks 
at it and says, "What the!! What is that?!" "Mercury." 
Kris replies, "Yes, I can see it's mercury. How did it end 
up in a vial?" "Well, you see, the mercury bottle tipped 
over, and I just happened to have this vial prepared to 
catch some of it. Don't worry, Keuse, there's not a mess 
or anything." Kris rolls his eyes and proceeds to wrap the 
vial to prevent anything from leaking out. Evil smiling 
and laughter ensued. 

 

Being Orgo lab partners with Janae Fabini--the infamous 
Chemistry lab wanderer--who would leave during the 
long breaks in our experiments to visit other lab sections. 
Professor Keuseman and I wouldn't be able to track her 
down for hours until lab was scheduled to end and she 
would miraculously reappear. 

 

The small fires from accidents in organic lab. 

    

Thank You Nat & Kris 
Thank you for making this department such a success.   

Thank you for helping us move into this amazing new 
building. 

Thank you for making us laugh and sometime wonder.   

Thank you for being there for the students. 

Thank you for pushing the button. 

Thank you for the candy. 

Thank you for your devotion and service to St. Olaf and  
for leaving us a better 
place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Time to put this Chem Mess to bed, 
and say goodnight and goodbye to 
our Chem Major’s Class of 2009.  
You have all worked hard, taken the 
challenge and completed the goal. 
Now for the rest of your life, write a 
new chapter, beginning with, “Once 
upon a time at St. Olaf”. 

 
Best Wishes to Class of 2009 

Please keep in touch,  you will be missed. 
 
St. Olaf College 
Chemistry Department 
1520 St. Olaf Avenue 
Northfield, MN 55057 
507-786-3104 Office 
http://www.stolaf.edu/depts/chemistry/ 

Kris Keuseman is the 
guitar hero. 

Nat Schaefle selling books? 

Congratulations to Dr. Greg Muth and Dr. Mary 
Walczak on their promotion here at St. Olaf College. 


