
Minutes of Environmental Concerns Committee 
May 15, 2014 
Submitted by Kathy Shea, Curator of Natural Lands 
 
Present: Diane Angell, Carlos Gallego, Nora Flynn, Jim Fisher, Mark Gelle, Paul 
Jackson, Pete Sandberg, Kate Seybold, Kathy Shea, Judy Stromeyer, Dave VanWylen 
 
Introduction  
 The committee met from 1-2 p.m. in Buntrock 142 conference room. There were 
no suggested changes to minutes from March 6, 2014.  
 
Spring Activities 
 Student Naturalists have been leading weekly Phenology Walks. Only a few 
people came each week and they tried to improve publicity by putting the announcements 
on the TV screens, on “This Week in Science” and sending out an earlier email notice of 
the time of the walk.  A spring photo contest was organized and winners were announced 
May 16. Kathy handed out notecards made by the Stewardship Office with some of the 
previous winning photos. The suggestion was made to contact Meg Ojala and the Art 
Committee about having a few of the winning photos made into large photos to be 
displayed on the walls in Regents Hall. The Student Naturalists led Natural Lands tours 
for Open Door Nursery students in May. We made arrangements for them to use the Art 
Barn as a meeting place. Diane Angell and students coordinated a program of 
activities/projects for 5th graders on the Natural Lands. Bluebirds are returning to the 
bluebird houses and Student Naturalists are recording number of eggs laid and hatching 
success.  
 Other events on the Natural Lands include a 5K Color Run on May 4 to raise 
money for NGO’s that work to protect and empower Indian women. Nearly 400 people 
signed up for the event. The colored dye (corn starch) was only allowed on grassy parts 
of the courses. Also the first weekend in May there was a 1.5 K Electric Run on the main 
campus and the annual Triathlon was on Sunday, May 18. All events were well organized 
and may be repeated in the future.  
 Diane Angell attended a Lashbrook Park Board Meeting in March. She said they 
now have a couple younger people on the board and mainly want to have someone from 
St. Olaf for management advice.  
 Firebreaks have been mowed for a spring burn in the 2001, 2002 and 1989 
prairies east of Campus Drive. The burn permit is valid until May 31. The burn occurred 
on May 29 with a slight east wind blowing smoke away from campus and the hospital.  
 
Agriculture 
 An Agroecology class (Environmental Studies 281C) taught by Kathy Shea has 
projects to examine the feasibility of moving STOGROW to the wind turbine site across 
from the Art Barn and to develop a plan for educational use of the Nelson Farm, a 
potential gift to St. Olaf from Don Nelson. Don Nelson signed a conservation easement 
for the Nelson farm and the status of the potential gift of the farm to St. Olaf is still in 
process.  



In order to increase fertility of the soil by the Art Barn site cover crops were 
planted on May 7 with the help of Dave Legvold and his planter. We planted oats, tillage 
radishes and crimson and red clover. The goal is to grow cover crops this year and then 
start farming at least part of the area next year. As part of the funding from the M.A. 
Cargill grant a rototiller and beekeeping equipment were purchased this spring and we 
also plan to purchase a hoop house and storage shed. Water is available from a pump on 
the new site.  

 
Sustainability Task Force 
 President David Anderson appointed a Sustainability Task Force to document 
current policies, recommend appropriate sustainability strategies, and propose a way to 
benchmark/measure success of activities. The initial work is to be done Fall 2014. The 
Environmental Concerns Committee will continue to meet, at this point in time, because 
we focus on the college lands and the Sustainability Task Force will take a broader view 
of sustainability.  
 
Summer Plans 
 Four students: Karly Boll, Nora Flynn, Jack Inglis and Kate Seybold will be 
working on Natural Lands projects this summer. In addition to planting trees and trying 
to control invasive species, they will continue “on-farm” research with Dave Legvold on 
St. Olaf land and with John Becker and the Cannon River Watershed Partnership on land 
along the Rice Creek Watershed. They will also study growth of trees in forest 
restorations in the Natural Lands and document potential changes to the forests if/when 
the emerald ash borer invades this area.  
 
 Another summer project is to remodel Swanson house to make it an example of 
an energy efficient house. Pete Sandberg is working on this project with students to who 
took the fall green design course taught by Paul Jackson and Pete Sandberg.  
 
 The expansion of the retention pond on Greenvale and Lincoln is nearly complete. 
It will hold water from four storm drains. Part of the Northfield water management plan 
is to reduce run-off through storm drains into the Cannon River to pre-1982 levels.    
 
 Paul Jackson introduced the idea of putting floating wetland plants into deeper 
wetlands to reduce pollutant levels. The islands are made of recycled material covered 
with a microbial biofilm and support strong root growth of plants. However, we don’t 
have a good place to put them at St. Olaf, as our ponds are shallow with minimal 
pollutants.  
 
 Tiling was installed into the Eaves Ave. field farmed in an effort to reduce runoff 
from the field and to direct runoff into the retention pond south of the field. In the process 
of replacing old tile line they found an old tile line placed to transfer water from the 
wetland on the east side of Eaves Ave. under the road into the agricultural field on the 
west side of Eaves Ave. This line was capped and will result in better water retention in 
the wetland on the east side of the road with less water running into the agricultural field, 
improving water management on both sides of the road. A regulator will be installed to 



further manage the rate of water drainage from the field and a suggestion was made to 
have a sign to explain the water management system.  
 
Future 
  People on the committee have different views about the use of tiling to manage 
water runoff. A suggestion was made to measure nitrates in the field runoff during a 
storm event, which we will try to do this summer. With the installation of the regulator, 
water samples could also be taken from the site of the regulator.  
 
 Another idea was to have a large sign; something visible from North and/or Eaves 
Ave., to explain to people driving by that the prairie is part of the St. Olaf Natural Lands.   
 
 Another suggestion was to develop a list of Best Management Practices for St. 
Olaf agricultural lands.  
 
 The committee will meet again next fall.   
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