
Minutes of Environmental Concerns Committee 
May 16, 2011 
Submitted by Kathy Shea, Curator of Natural Lands 
 
Present: Diane Angell, Gene Bakko, Jim Fisher, Katie Halvorson, Christina Herron-
Sweet, Paul Jackson, Gordon Marino, Alan Norton, Tyler Refsland, Kathy Shea, Judy 
Stromayer 
 
Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 8 a.m.  
 
CRP Land 
Alan noted that he recertified the St. Olaf land in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) by reviewing the acreage we have in the program. Land in the CRP program is 
south of the big wetland and the program expires for some areas in 2012 or 2017.  
 
Student Naturalist Activities 
Student naturalists for the coming year are Jon Henn, Christina Herron-Sweet, and 
Rachel Wieme. Christina was introduced – the other two were in Costa Rica for the 
spring semester.  
The Student Naturalists led phenology walks every week in the spring semester and 
collected data on when plants, animals and birds became more active. They had 3-13 
people each week and on a recent walk saw a number of warblers, including the Cape 
May warbler. They had a photo contest that generated a number of entries, with winners 
in the following categories: close-up, portrait, landscape, and brochure.  
 
Other Student Activities  
A question was raised about whether we needed liability waivers from non-college 
groups visiting St. Olaf for tours of the Natural Lands. According to Alan Norton, if they 
request a tour we do not need additional paperwork (public schools require permission 
slips to go on a field trip).  If we invite them then we should have them sign liability 
waivers.  
 
A group called After Dark is planning more activities for students at night next year. 
Emily Peterson asked about the possibility of having a hay bale maze for Halloween, 
possibly near the disc golf course. The committee suggested that she work with Ray 
Larson because he has had a hale bale maze at Halloween in the past. Other night 
activities suggested were the HillKit Haunted Trail in Norway Valley, star gazing with 
the Physics Department telescopes now set up near the James Farm, or animal spotting 
with lights.  
 
Christina reported on attending the Midstates Environmental Education Conference in 
Rochester. She found it useful in thinking about her role next year as Student Naturalist 
and for possible career ideas.  
 



Environmental Studies senior projects include a bench made by Scott Bavir to be located 
this summer in the eastern extension of Norway Valley, southeast of Regents. Tyler 
Refsland worked to develop an interactive map about the natural lands, which was too 
complicated to upload to the web site.  
 
The student run Environmental Coalition has two projects to focus on next year:  
1. Trayless Fridays. There has been resistance to going trayless and Alan mentioned that 
the drink stations would need to be moved to make it work more smoothly: students 
could take their food to the table and then get their drinks. Other ideas are to have smaller 
trays and more break resistant plates.  
2. After talking with Chamberlin, a speaker for the Science Symposium (this year on 
water) they decided to work to ban bottled water on campus. They predict it will take at 
least three years to develop options and get support to stop having bottled water at 
admissions and other events on campus, and to stop selling bottled water in the 
bookstore.  
 
Composter Road/Mayo Building 
The road to the composter was widened and smoothed out to allow for an emergency exit 
from campus once the Hwy. 19 entrance is closed for two months for redesign this 
summer. The road was covered with ground asphalt, a donation from another project in 
Northfield. The pile with rock and a cement culvert on the side of the road will be 
removed.  
 
The Mayo Building will be finished this summer. It has a geothermal heating system and 
an infiltration pond. The drainage onto St. Olaf land may need to be redirected. St. Olaf 
provides telecommunication to the hospital and Mayo building – we can dial their 
numbers with four digits. The location of the building required relocation of college 
communication cables through the prairie.  
 
Alan reported that that St. Olaf acquired another of the middle houses east of the Mayo 
Building, but we don’t own the house next to St. Olaf property.  
 
Spring/Summer Projects on the Natural Lands 
 We had two tree planting days this spring. On April 30 we planted 275 tree 
seedlings from the Rice County Soil and Water Conservation District. They were planted 
on the north side of Hwy 19, south of the 1990 tree plantings and farther west in the 2005 
tree plantings. On May 18 we planted 72 larger trees, many sugar maples, from Knecht 
Nursery in the 2009 tree seeding area south of Hwy. 19.  
 A new phase in restoration began when we started restoring the understory in the 
1990 tree plantings and planted 104 seedlings of spring blooming plants as well as some 
seeds.  
 Prairie grass and forb seed were ordered to plant on what was the rubble pile 
along the road to the composter. We plan to plant prairie plants left over from a study in 
Kathy’s ecology class. Note: the prairie (seed and plants) was planted on June 10.  
 Gene and Don trimmed trees across the Natural Lands and hauled branches to city 
compost site.  



 Mary Morris revised the brochure map and an aerial map of St. Olaf property.  
We proposed naming some of the ponds, including calling the big pond, Bakko Pond. For 
students studying the natural lands and for visitors it is helpful to have a name when 
referring to the ponds. We sent the request to the president and dean.  
 
Rules for Visitors, Management 
 A list of rules for visitors was proposed and discussed. It is now posted on the 
kiosk at the entrance to the Natural Lands and Public Safety was informed about it. The 
natural lands website and the Public Safety phone are posted on the kiosk.  
 The committee also discussed that as managers of the St. Olaf Natural Lands, we 
have the right to control animal populations if necessary.  
 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be next fall.  
 
 
 


