
November 2013  
 
  
Issue 1  

 

R O M AR I O  I G N AT U S  S M I T H   

HO M E CO UNT R Y:  N AMI B I A  

M AJO R:  G EO LOG Y  

CL ASS OF  20 1 7  

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT  SPOTLIGHT 

  

      “Cats and snax and cats and snax!”  

 

This was what I walked into on my first day, 

in Kildahl Hall. It was not long ago that I 

learned about this Kildahl Hall tradition. It was during this tradition that 

the JC’s showed much enthusiasm towards both international and 

Americans students. Their warm welcome and immeasurable attentive-

ness thrilled me. Throughout that particular day we gathered around, 

with the goal of getting to learn about each other. “Already! On my first 

day?,” I thought to myself as I contemplated how to introduce myself. 

My other floor mates bold responses surprised me. Not one of them stum-

bled on their words.  

 

A few irritating visitors came down upon us as we sat on the grass in front 

of Kildahl. Don’t get me wrong I love being in a environment where nature 

presents itself in such a beautiful form. However, these visitors were mos-

quitos, excited to have a good evening meal of the newly arrived freshman. 

The JC’s then presented a skit, which was very original and hilarious. I no-

ticed how every JC wanted to express their delight for taking responsibility 

of such a diverse group. After taking note of this I felt more welcomed and 

comfortable to the extent that I was prepared to meet the rest of the student 

body.  

 

Later that day, one of the students from a different residence halls asked me 

where I lived, and when I said Kildahl Hall, his facial expression changed im-

mediately from a bright smile to a gloomy frown. I assumed that he was an 

upperclassman and knew about Kildahl’s small rooms. Proudly, I had the 

courage to say that I am delighted to be living in Kildahl. As a resident of 

 Kildahl Hall I felt part of a “true community,” one that demonstrated com-

mitment and openness, even though it is part of a larger community. Over-

time, I felt a sense of belonging and I am now pleased to be part of the St. 

Olaf College community. 
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ADVICE FROM A COUNSELOR… 

 

 
Hey everyone! 
 
So by now you have all been on the Hill for about two months, which 
may seem like a pretty short time, but it will fly by faster than you can 
imagine. Now in my junior year, I think constantly back to things I wish 
I had started doing freshman year, and this is one of those things that I 
want to share with you.  
             
During your four years at Olaf you will take classes from close to 15-
25+ different professors, some of which may be in departments you are 
not majoring/interested in, some of which are not to your liking, and 
some of which might be pretty boring in lecture. But behind all of those 
lectures, graded papers, and moodle assignment e-mails, there are peo-
ple who have been in the same position as you at one point, and have 
since then lived incredible lives. It is amazing how much professors 
open up to students if students take the time and opportunity to go visit 
professors’ office hours. In fact, some of my most memorable learning 
experiences at St. Olaf have been the stories and advice professors have 
told me during office hours, and I wish I had taken full advantage of that 
during my freshman year. So I encourage you all to go to talk to your 
professors. You’ll be surprised at how much professors want to tell 
you!  
 
  Good luck with the rest of the semester! 

BRADLEY SANCKEN  

CLASS O F 2015  

Upcoming Events  

Saturday, November 2: Diwali (6:00pm—10:00pm at The Pause) 

 

November 4 –7: International Week of Science and Peace  (See posters for details)  

 

Saturday, November 9: Hmong New Year ( 2:00pm—4:00pm at The Pause)  

 

Thursday, November 14: Lecture by Devon Carbado “Acting White? Rethinking Race 

in “Post-Racial” America (6:00pm in Tomson Hall, 280)  

 

Saturday, November 16, African Night (7:30pm—12:00am at The Pause)  

 

Wednesday, November 20: Cultural Conversations Series “Islam in the U.S & Islam 
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