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This Week’s Colloquium

Title: 2nd Annual 5 Minutes of Fame!
Speaker: Assortment of MSCS Professors
Date: Monday, September 16
Time: 3:30 PM
Location: RNS 410

About the talk: Ever wondered what your MSCS
professor does in his/her spare time? What kind of
research they’re delving into? What their favorite
course to teach is? Ok, maybe not. But come to next
Monday’s colloquium anyway and see a selection of
MSCS’s finest faced with the ridiculously impossible
task of describing his or her area of research or special
course to teach or something entirely di↵erent in 300
seconds or less. As if all this wasnt enough, inside
sources claim that ice cream sundaes will be served
at this event! Get there at 3:15 to see if theres any
truth to these unsubstantiated reports.

This Week’s Seminar

Title: Applying for Graduate Fellowships
Speaker: Kevin Sanft
Date: Friday, September 20th
Time: 3:35 PM
Location: RNS 204

Attention seniors applying to PhD programs

this year: Did you know you can apply for graduate
school fellowships this fall? In lieu of a typical re-
search talk, the research seminar this week will be an
information session on applying for the NSF Gradu-
ate Research Fellowship.

The National Science Foundations Graduate Re-
search Fellowship Program (http://www.nsfgrfp.

org/) is o↵ering 2700 fellowships next year for U.S.
citizens, nationals, or permanent residents. These fel-
lowships provide 3 years of funding for graduate
school. The fellowship provides a generous tuition
and fees allowance and a $32000 per year stipend.
The deadline to apply is as early as November 4th.
Prof. Sanft will discuss the application process and
give advice on preparing a competitive application.
Seniors in MSCS and the natural sciences are encour-
aged to attend this information session.

Want to join a Math Honor
Society?

Before last year, Math majors were not able to wear
those fancy cords at graduation that specify honors
in the major. However, St. Olaf created it’s first
math honor society last semester, Pi Mu Epsilon. If
you are a junior or senior math major and wish to
join the honor society, here are the requirements:

• 3.5 GPA in Mathematics

• 1-level 300 class labeled mathematics before in-
duction

• 3-level 300 content based classes by graduation
(Practicum and DUR do not count)

• $20 fee to join the chapter

There will also be a service component that is
currently being figured out. If you would like to join
PME or have any questions, contact the chapter pres-
ident, Josh Jacobson (jacobsoj@stolaf.edu).
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Problem Solvers - Sharpen Your
Pencils!!!

This year’s first meeting of the Math Problem Solving
Group will take place on Wednesday, September 18
from 6:00-7:00 in RNS 206. Come join us for plenty
of problems and pizza.

The Math Problem Solving Group meets weekly
to work on a variety of problems, often with a cen-
tral theme, and to discuss problem-solving strategies.
Additionally, students can use the meetings to pre-
pare for the MAA North Central Section Team Con-
test, the Putnam Exam, the Konhauser Problemfest,
and other mathematics competitions. This is an ex-
cellent opportunity for students pursuing careers in
math education, contemplating graduate mathemati-
cal study, or who just want to have some fun thinking
about interesting problems! All interested students
are welcome, regardless of courses taken.

If you have any questions about the group, please
contact Prof. Berliner (berliner@stolaf.edu) or
Prof. Diveris (diveris@stolaf.edu). We hope to
see you on Wednesday!

GRE Math Subject Test
Preparation Sessions

Are you taking the Mathematics GRE subject test
soon? Would you like to study with other people in
preparation for the exam? Come to the Math Lounge
(6th floor of RMS) on Wednesday, September 18th at
7 pm. Professor Humke will be leading the sessions.

Midstates Undergraduate
Symposium - Now Accepting

Applications!

The deadline for registering students for the Mid-
states Undergraduate Symposium has been moved up
to September 24 this year. If you know of a stu-
dent who has done research and would like to go to
Chicago (for the physical sciences) or St. Louis (for
the biological sciences). please make sure that they
register early (see http://www.mathsciconsortium.
org/symposium for dates and details).

Wellmark BCBS is Hiring!

Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield are
looking for St. Olaf students with an inter-
est in finance or analytics. They are hiring for
their Financial-Data Rotational Program in Des
Moines, Iowa. Those who are hired will work
with the program for 3 years, in which they will
learn more about the breadth of finance in the
insurance industry. The job posting is listed

here (https://jobs-wellmark.icims.com/jobs/
209386/financial-data-rotational-program/

job). But don’t wait! They will take down the
posting as soon as they receive enough applicants. If
you have any questions, please contact Sarah Warth
(WarthS@wellmark.com).

Dept. of Defense SMART
Scholarship

The SMART Scholarship is an opportunity for stu-
dents pursuing a degree in Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Mathematics (STEM) disciplines to
receive a full scholarship and be employed upon
degree completion at a Department of Defense fa-
cility. Scholarships awarded include a stipend of
$25,000 to $38,000 a year, full tuition, health in-
surance contribution, and book allowance. Open to
undergraduate and graduate students. Please visit
http://smart.asee.org for more information. The
application will close on December 16th, 2013 and
can be found at https://smart.asee.org/apply. If
you have any questions, please contact Tim Turner
(t.turner@asee.org)

Want to Intern at the NSA?

The Directors Summer Program is an excellent re-
search opportunity for rising Juniors, Seniors, and
recent graduates. It is a twelve week long program
that begins with lectures on the mathematics be-
hind a wide variety of problems in cryptography (not
just public key). Students then spend the remain-
ing eight weeks doing research on a problem that is
of great importance to the agency. This is unlike an
REU in the sense that the problem supporters are
also working to solve the problem, not just guiding
the students. The fact that the program often pro-
duces phenomenal, if not game-changing results for
the agency has led to it being held in high regard
by academic and agency mathematicians alike. Be-
sides research, the students are invited to participate
is a variety of tours (FBI, CIA, etc) and give talks to
groups such as the Senate Select Committee on Spe-
cial Intelligence, a Princeton-based think tank, and
the Director of the National Security Agency him-
self. Students that apply should have some back-
ground in linear algebra, abstract algebra, and real
analysis (programming is also very useful, but not
necessary). Also, applicants must be eligible for a se-
curity clearance. This means no drugs, no criminal
record, and no dual citizenship (you may also have
issues if you have lots of Russian friends). The appli-
cation is very straightforward and only requires two
letters of recommendation, a transcript, and a (very)
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short personal statement. PLEASE NOTE that the
deadline is October 15th! This is very soon, so make
sure you don’t miss it. For more information go
to http://www.nsa.gov/careers/opportunities_

4_u/students/undergraduate/dsp.shtml or con-
tact Ben Perez (perez@stolaf.edu).
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