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Missing Board Games: 

The MSCS Department is yet again missing 

more board games from its collection on the 

sixth floor.  These games are for everyone to 

enjoy, so if you could please return the 

following games, the MSCS department would 

be very happy!  Games missing: Rush Hour, 

Go, Icehouse/Treehouse, and Settlers of Catan. 

 

This Week’s Colloquium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 This week, two of the three groups from 

January’s Practicum will be presenting. 

 

Northfield Downtown Development 

Corporation: Modeling the Cannon River 

This group assessed the river modeling 

software HEC-RAS (Hydrologic Engineering 

Center’s River Analysis System) to determine if 

it could properly model the Cannon River in 

Northfield and if so, create a series of models 

of the Cannon River which we could use to 

predict floodplains, dam removal, and changes 

to the river bed topography. We focused on the 

Ames Mill Dam in particular and investigated 

the impact its removal might have on the river 

and on Northfield.  
 

Food Company Project: Dietary Fiber 

Intake in Children 

The Food Company project team researched 

dietary fiber intake patterns in children of age 

6-18.  Using the R-program, several descriptive 

statistics plots, graphs, and summaries were 

created from a large dataset compiled by the 

National Health and Nutrition Examination 

Survey (NHANES), from 2001-2008.  Based 

on outside research of previous dietary fiber 

studies and descriptive statistics of the data, 

several statistical models were constructed in R 

to help answer research questions of interest. 

 Least squares and logistic regression methods 

were used to determine the factors that help 

explain the variability in daily fiber intake and 

the probability of consuming the Adequate 

Intake of fiber, respectively.  A secondary 

objective of the project was to evaluate the 

efficacy of R relative to SAS - the 

programming language that the food company 

mostly uses. 

 Students in the NDDC Group: 

Laurel Ohm is a senior Mathematics and 

Spanish major with an Environmental Studies 

concentration. She is interested in biological 
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modeling, particularly with applications to 

ecology. 

 

Lauren Snyder is a senior Math and Physics 

major.  In her free time, she enjoys reading, 

playing ultimate frisbee, spending time with 

friends, and is captain of the St. Olaf 

Swimming and Diving Team.  Next year, she 

plans to go to graduate school to study 

Structural Engineering. 

 

Benjamin Simmons is a senior Mathematics 

major from Brookfield, MA.  After graduation, 

he will begin work at an energy management 

firm in Minneapolis.  Ben sings in the St. Olaf 

Choir and serves as President of the Honor 

Council.  In his free time he enjoys playing 

tennis, downhill skiing, hiking, and writing 

music.  

 

Matthew Kamrath is a physics and 

mathematics major from Hutchinson, MN.  

Currently, he plays baritone saxophone in the 

St. Olaf Band and dances with the St. Olaf 

Ballroom Performance Group.  In addition, he 

is an Academic Assistant for the Academic 

Support Center and is a Teacher’s Assistant for 

Ballroom I.  After graduation, Matthew plans to 

attend graduate school in acoustical physics. 

 

Evan Doucett is a senior mathematics major.  

In his spare time, he enjoys sports and board 

games.  He is also the captain of the Men’s 

Ultimate Frisbee team, as well as an execuative 

at the Lion’s Pause.  Next year, he hopes to find 

a full-time job in the business world. 

 

Students in the Food Company Group: 

Garret Malan is a senior Mathematics and 

Economics major, concentrating in Statistics. 

 Garett enjoys playing basketball year-round 

and golf in the spring and summer.  He is also 

the Secretary of the Valhalla Band, and has 

played trumpet in the band since freshman year. 

 After graduation, Garett hopes to get a job as 

an actuary for an insurance company, preferably 

somewhere in the Midwest.  He passed the first 

actuarial exam last September, and hopes to 

take the next by this summer. 

 

Olya Borichevska is a senior Mathematics and 

Economics major, concentrating in Statistics. 

 Olya enjoys reading and traveling. She has 

studied abroad in Greece and Turkey and really 

enjoyed the trip.  After graduation, Olya hopes 

to get a job, preferably somewhere on the East 

Coast. After a couple of years Olya hopes to go 

to graduate school in Mathematics or 

Economics. 
 

Amanda Elling is a senior from Aurora, 

Colorado. She is majoring in math and physics 

with a statistics concentration. On campus 

Amanda is the treasurer of Alpha Phi Omega, a 

service fraternity, and St. Olaf’s chapter of 

Mathematical Association of America. In her 

free time she enjoys doing puzzles and playing 

intramural volleyball. 

 

And there are a few other students who will be 

presenting from these groups.  So they hope to 

see you there! 
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