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About the Talk: 

This week, the third and final Practicum talk 

will be given, and the computer science interim 

project will be presented as well.  At the time 

of printing, we do not have an abstract available 

from the computer science group, but it should 

be interesting! 

 

BlueCross BlueShield Group: 

The BlueCross BlueShield team researched 

emergency department overutilization by 

analyzing claims information supplied by 

BCBS.  By further analyzing the demographics 

and the reasons for visiting the emergency 

department, we were able to better understand 

the source of emergency department 

overutilization. Claims that were labeled 

“preventable” and could be attended to in non-

emergency department settings were of 

particular interest to our research. 

Members: 

Emily Cass, ‘12, is a Mathematics major from 

Savannah, Ga. After graduation she plans on 

working. At St. Olaf, Emily is doing research 

related to Braess's Paradox, plays flute, and is 

active in her hall council. In her free time, she 

enjoys baking and kayaking.  Team Name: 

Type II 

 

Erik Hemstad, ‘12, is a math and physics 

double major from Edina, MN.  At St. Olaf he 

is on the Ultimate Frisbee team, and helped to 

found an engineering club (SOCÉ) on campus.  

After graduation, he plans to volunteer abroad 

(hopefully Norway) on an organic farm, before 

working for a year at a St. Paul based non-profit 

engineering firm.  After which he plans on 

pursuing a masters degree in mechanical 

engineering. Team name: Good Talk 

 

Daniel Lohmann, ‘12, is a Mathematics and 

Studio Art major, with concentrations in 

Middle Eastern and Nordic Studies, from 

Northfield, MN. After graduation, he hopes to 

participate in the JET program, teaching 

English in Japan. In his free time, he likes to 

play bass guitar and chess. Team name: Atlas 

 

Title:  Mathematics Practicum and 

Computer Science Interim Presentations 

Speaker:  Students 

Date:   Thursday, March 1st 

Time:  2:30pm 

Location: RNS 310 



 2 MSCS Mess 

 
Luke Obermann, ‘12, is a Mathematics and 

Psychology major from Austin, TX. After 

graduation, he will be teaching English and 

perhaps some math at a high school in 

Rimbach, Germany. When left to his own 

devices, he likes to play basketball, think, play 

saxophone, sing, and talk to people. Team 

name: Adele 

 

Cole Stiegler, ‘12, is a math and physics 

double major from Plymouth, MN. After 

graduation, he intends on taking a year off 

before pursuing a graduate degree in 

mathematics. At St. Olaf, he plays trombone in 

numerous musical ensembles as well as plays 

ultimate frisbee on the club team. His senior 

recital is March 4 at 2:00 in Urness Recital 

Hall. Team name: Magikarp. 

 

Amelia Stonesifer,‘12 is a mathematics and 

religion major from Le Mars, Iowa. Next year, 

Amelia hopes to attend graduate school to work 

towards a Ph.D. in pure mathematics. Her 

interests include puzzling, traveling, and 

spending time with family and friends. Team 

name: Windy. 

 

Mathematician of the Week 

Claude Shannon 

April 30
th

, 1916 to February 24th, 2001 

 

Claude Shannon was an American most famous 

for being instrumental to the creation of the 

digital computer and a cryptographer in World 

War II.  He was born in Michigan, where he 

attended college at the University of Michigan 

and majored in electronic engineering and 

mathematics.  After graduation, he went to MIT 

for his masters degree, where he wrote a thesis 

that has been described as "the most important 

master's thesis of the century".  This thesis, 

titled "A Symbolic Analysis of Relay and 

Switching Circuits", was the first to put forth 

the idea that digital circuits could be created 

using the 1s and 0s in Boolean Algebra.  This 

also lead to the idea that information could be 

presented in bits (0s and 1s).  His work in 

Cryptography for Bell Labs also helped the US 

war effort during World War II.  In his spare 

time, Shannon liked to ride unicycles, juggle, 

play chess, and also created a chess playing 

computer.  He received many commendations 

and awards for his work, and without his work, 

we might not have arrived into the information 

age with modern computers so soon. 
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