The Nature of the Atonement Abstract
The doctrine of the atonement differs from other major Christian doctrines, such as the doctrine of the incarnation, for example, in having no formula specifying its interpretation. For this reason, it is possible for there to be highly divergent interpretations, all of which count as orthodox. In this paper, by focusing on the nature of love, guilt, and shame, I highlight the problems for the two main kinds of interpretation into which varying orthodox accounts of the doctrine of the atonement fall. My purpose is to point out where we might profitably focus for further reflection on the nature of atonement.

