
 

A Greeting and Introduction to the 
Department From Charles Taliaferro 
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Alumni publishes new 
volume of 
Kierkegaard’s 
writing—discover his 
story and connection to 
St. Olaf on page 2 

Phi Sigma Tau holds 
initiation ceremony 
and plans events for 
the next month—
More about the honor 
society on page 3 

What do Professors 
do over the Summer? 
— Find out on page 5! 

Welcome Students, Faculty, and Gentle Readers Everywhere to the Philosophy 
Department in this 2014-2015 Academic Year! 
 
Each and every faulty member here in the department of philosophy is here for 
you.  Arthur Cunningham is on a leave this semester to undertake some vital writing 
and research but he is your "go to" person for philosophical ideas about science, space 
and time; Michael Fuerstein is your man on social political and epistemological 
matters; Karen Gervais IS bio-medical ethics; Jeanine Grenberg is ideal for exchanges 
on Kant, modern philosophy, moral psychology, and art and philosophy.  Anthony 
Rudd is also very much the man in form in terms of art and philosophy, as well as 
philosophy of mind, Wittgenstein, Heidegger, and more; Jason Marsh is an 
outstanding expert in biomedical ethics, philosophy of religion, technology and the 
cutting edge of transhuman life; Gordon Marino is your man on Kierkegaard, Freud, 
Greek Philosophy and boxing and more (including writing for general readers on 
philosophical themes....). Did someone mention Plotinus? Ancient philosophy? 
Ethics, philosophy of mind and more?  Well, then, Danny Munoz-Hutchinson is your 
fellow; Corliss Swain is there for you if you are interested in Hume, feminism, 
philosophy of science, epistemology... Kathryn Swanson is with us for semester one 
and interim --she is a practicing lawyer as well as a philosopher and a real pro when it 
comes to representing or advocating for vulnerable groups.  Ed Santurri is principally 

in religion, but he is also an official member of the 
department and is an expert in ethics, Spinoza, Augustine, 
political theory, and CS Lewis.   

Contact Information: 
 

Editors:  
Susanne Newland 
Bergen Nelson ‘15 

 
St. Olaf Philosophy Department 

1500 St. Olaf Avenue 
Northfield, MN 55057 

Photo left: Chairman Charles in Iran 2014 for a 
philosophy conference; he and philosophy major Thomas 
Churchill ’14 were guests of the Iranian Institute of 
Philosophy 
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Philip M. Jorgensen [graduated 1956], who has 
been reading Kierkegaard persistently since 1953, 
has published his fourth book, My Very Distasteful 
Duty Undertaken for the Church I Love and 
Esteem, Selections from Sören Kierkegaard. A 
student of Howard Hong’s, Philip’s calling was 
the ministry rather than philosophy, though he 
never lost his love for Kierkegaard’s work. Now 
retired after serving various congregations in 
Alberta, Canada, he writes that “SK [Sören 
Kierkegaard] has been a constant helper in 36 
years of preaching and ‘care of souls.’”  
Philip and his wife of 55 years, Irene, are living in 
Lethbridge, “in the deep south of Alberta.” His 
last visit to St. Olaf was in 1985. He writes, “I saw 
that the big dinosaur vertebra I donated in 1976 
was still on display in a biology classroom. St. 
Olaf was the most pleasurable and intellectually 
broadening and deepening four years of my life.” 
 
Reprinted from St. Olaf Magazine Volume 61 No. 
3 (Fall 2014), page 46. 

Philosophy Alumni Publishes 
New Book on Kierkegaard 
and Reminisces on Philosophy 
and St. Olaf 
 

New Resource for the Study of Ethics created by St. 
Olaf Professor and Students 

1

For those interested in the professional or 
casual study of ethics, Professor Charles 
Taliaferro along with Philosophy students 
Thomas Churchill ’14 and Thomas Lambert ’15 
have created a fascinating and accessible 
resource to introduce one to the grand scope of 
ethical philosophy. The online resource 
contains engaging and readable articles on 
ethical matters ranging from a history of ethics, 
to a detailed account of ethical philosophies 
related to other disciplines such as law and 
biology, and to discussions of how the study of 

2

ethics is relevant and applicable to 
contemporary events. And this is a mere taste 
of what the compendium holds. Whether you 
are taking an EIN course, need a starting point 
for a research paper, or are simply curious 
about ethical issues, this resource provides the 
answer to your needs.  
Explore the site by using the following link: 
http://pages.stolaf.edu/ein/ 

The St. Olaf Kirkegaard Library has long 
been the site for national and international 
scholars and conferences. Go to 
http://wp.stolaf.edu/kierkegaard/ for its 
many resources. 
Danish Philosopher, Sören Kierkegaard is 
pictured above. 
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September has been a busy, yet 
promising, month for Phi Sigma Tau. 
After weeks of planning and recruiting, 
the organization held its Initiation 
Ceremony on September 25, in the 
heritage room. During the ceremony, we 
inducted fifteen new members into the 
honor society, and welcomed several 
associates of the society to participate in 
the events and activities of Phi Sigma 
Tau. Members voted to elect Bergen 
Nelson ‘15 as President, Meredith Varie 
’16 and Thomas Lambert ’15 as Vice 
Presidents, Mitchell Kampf ’15 as 
Treasurer, and Emma Ritter ’15 as 
Secretary. 

Phi Sigma Tau has plans for many events, 
though most are in conjunction with other 
parts of the Philosophy Department. 
Primarily, Phi Sigma Tau sponsors and 
arranges Student Colloquia each month, 

Phi Sigma Tau Proudly 
Initiates New Members, 
Officers, and Year 
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wherein a student presents a paper, and 
all gathered discuss the contents, 
argument and style of the paper to 
encourage philosophical growth and 
assist the student in writing his or her 
paper. As an added bonus, these 
Colloquia are held on Thursdays 
during Community Time (11:30-
12:30), meaning that Pizza Thursday and 
the Colloquia combine into one 
wonderful extravaganza of pizza and 
practical philosophical discussion. 

The other significant event planned by 
Phi Sigma Tau is the guest faculty lecture 
that shall likely occur in late October or 
early November. The exact details are 
still uncertain, but keep watch, for you do 
not want to miss hearing one of our 
illustrious faculty members speak. 

If you are interested in the activities of 
Phi Sigma Tau but are not currently 
affiliated with the society, email me at 
nelson@stolaf.edu to become an 
associate and stay up to date on Phi 
Sigma Tau’s activities! 

 

 

 

Noticing how women are often overlooked in Philosophy both historical and 
contemporary, students Emma Ritter ’15 and Meredith Varie ’16 have created a new 
student organization associated with the Philosophy Department and advised by faculty 
member, Professor Corliss Swain, to promote and discuss the contributions of women 
to Philosophy. According to the founders, the group shall likely take a form similar to 
that of a book club, with members reading a text and meeting to discuss it, and assert 
that the focus shall not just be feminism, but rather a comprehensive view of how 
women have impacted Philosophy, from Princess Elizabeth of Bohemia to Simone de 
Beuvoir. So if this organization intrigues you, be sure to email Emma 
(ritter@stolaf.edu) or Meredith (varie@stolaf.edu) with any questions. 

New Group, Philosophia, Focuses on Women in 
Philosophy 

A
 Sidew

ays Q
uote 

“B
ecause I could not stop for death, death kindly stopped and talked about Philosophy.” 

- B
ergen N

elson 

By Bergen Nelson ‘15 
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“We are what we 
repeatedly do. 

Excellence, then, is 
not an act, but a 

habit.” 
- Aristotle 

St. Olaf’s Philosophy 
Department Ready for an 
Active and Busy Year with 
Events Open to All 
Students 

1

Welcome back to The Hill, philosophers! This year, 
the philosophy department will be working to increase 
the number of events and organizations to bring 
together both philosophy majors and others who are 
interested in engaging in fun, friendly discourse. Here 
is an overview of some of the events and clubs related 
to the philosophy department: 
 
Pizza Thursday has been running for a few years now, 
and still continues to grow. Thanks to an incredibly 
generous donation from the alumni who created the 
program, we are able to have fresh Pause pizza every 
Thursday to accompany that week’s discussion. The 
meetings, which typically start with a predetermined 
topic, run from 11:30-12:30 every Thursday in the 
philosophy lounge, Holland Hall 503. Stop on by for 
pizza and fun discussion with the philosophy 
department professors!  
 
Philosophy Forum is undergoing a reboot this year 
under the guidance of Professor Marino. As of right 
now, the meeting time is once or twice a month at 
8:00 PM on Wednesdays, in the Kierkegaard Library. 
Discussion topics will be sent out in advance, but 
there will be no required readings. Meetings are open 
to all students, so take a break from studying to open 
your mind the world of philosophy.  
 
In addition to the regular meetings of the Forum and 
pizza Thursday, we are also putting together some fun 
events throughout the year, ranging from a mock 
Symposium over dinner to monthly student 
colloquiums hosted by Phi Sigma Tau, the philosophy 
honor society.  
 
If you have questions about any of the events, or wish 

2

to be added to the Philosophy Forum email 
alias? Email wheelocb@stolaf.edu.   

By Bailey Wheelock ‘15 
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Above is a photo from this fall's retreat with the Carleton philosophers in September.  Alas, there is only 
one Carleton philosopher in this group photo as they –Jason Decker, Sarah Jansen, and Dan Groll - had to 
leave early. 
 
Appearing on the front row from left to right: Jeanine Grenberg, Anthony Rudd, Linda Zagzebski, Ed 
Langerak. Second row: Charles Taliaferro, Corliss Swain, Arthur Cunningham, Jason Marsh, Walt 
Stromseth. Back row: Gary Iseminger, Vicki Harper, Danny Muňoz-Hutchinson, Mike Fuerstein. 
 
Professor Zagzebski met with us for sessions on Friday evening, Saturday, and Sunday morning, 
addressing moral theory and moral psychology.  At the center of her latest work is the theme of 
exemplarism.  She identifies ‘moral exemplars’ as a neglected resource for philosophical reflection, and we 
used the five meeting to work through 6 chapters of her latest manuscript which will, next year, be the core 
of her Gifford Lectures in Scotland.  The latter is one of the most prestigious lecture series in the 
Anglophone world and a great time was had by all in addressing the themes that she will bring to her 
philosophical audience in -what is still- the United Kingdom. 

Photo left - By custom, the retreat includes a great restaurant dinner on Saturday evening, but this year 
everyone helped Charles, who created a lovely outdoor dining experience of grilled shrimp and a 
variety of vegan offerings to candlelight and singing. 
Photo right - The professors are in deep thought during one of the sessions led by Linda Zagzebski. 

Fall Retreat 2014 
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Summertime for the Philosophy Professors 
 
Professors do much more than simply teach classes and grade your papers, and while you were off gallivanting at an 
internship or working across Europe over the summer, your professors had their own adventures. Here is what some 
of the Philosophy Professors did with their summers! 
 
Arthur Cunningham: “I spent most of the summer here in Northfield, working on an article about the puzzle of 
divine foreknowledge and free will: If God has always known exactly what I am going to do tomorrow, and if God 
cannot be mistaken, can I really be free and able to do something else? This question leads to some fascinating issues 
in logic and philosophy of time. On the non-philosophical front, I took my kids swimming and fishing, spent a 
weekend at a lake with all 6 of my brothers, visited family in Nebraska, and tended a garden that has recently yielded 
a bounty of tomatoes, basil, and kale. 
 
Jeanine Grenberg: This summer, I: 
1) wrote a paper asking whether Kant is a Divine Command Theorist or not (he’s not, even though he says at one 
point that he is). 
2) worked with a colleague at St. Andrew’s University in Scotland on a new English translation of the “Doctrine of 
Virtue,” a part of Kant’s Metaphysics of Morals.  
3) wrote a paper on humility as an intellectual and epistemic virtue 
4) traveled to Ravenna and Padua to see mosaics and paintings to help me think about a larger Byzantine and Early 
Renaissance art section in the Great Conversation. 
5) practiced my cello a lot!  I’m working on Brahms’ Cello Sonata #1. 
6) traveled in England, Scotland and Italy, and also spent some time in Boston. 
7) learned that I might have Jewish blood in my ancestry! 
8) cooked a lot, including with meats offered by Julia Child’s former butcher in Boston. 
 
Michael Fuerstein: “I completed a paper on the epistemological basis of social progress, drawing on examples such 
as desegregation, same-sex marriage, and the environmental movement.  And I assisted with the preparation of a large 
anthology of essays addressing the relationship between business and social progress.  The volume is titled 
Reconciling Performance With Progress: Essays on Capitalism, Business, and Society, and is forthcoming with 
Oxford University Press.” 
 
Jason Marsh: “My summer was divided between philosophizing, music, and travel. In particular, he wrote a paper, 
participated in a one week workshop in Dallas, went to a conference regarding the future of Lutheran colleges; 
travelled to Canada to see family and friends, and recorded in a studio.” 
 
Anthony Rudd: “I spend most of the summer in Britain - with a side trip to Italy where we saw wonderful Byzantine 
and medieval art (as well as consuming good Italian food and wine). The last few weeks we spent in Boston. I drafted 
a paper on Kierkegaard's ethics, which I will give at a conference in Antwerp, Belgium next February. As well as 
looking at art (and doing some amateurish painting myself) I did a lot of reading and note-making in connection with 
my next major project, which has to do with the philosophical significance of (mainly visual) art.” 
 
Danny Muñoz-Hutchinson: “I co-organized a panel on Neoplatonic metaphysics and gave a presentation on the 
Metaphysics of Agency in Plotinus at the Twelfth Annual Conference of the International Society for Neoplatonic 
Studies in Lisbon, Portugal. Moreover, I spent a week in the Douro Valley in northern Portugal conducting a 
philosophical investigation of the qualitative properties of wine and influence of terroir.” 
 
Corliss Swain: “This summer, in addition to attending to my associate dean duties, I worked on the final copy-editing 
and proofing for Hume Studies 39:1, attended the Hume Conference in Portland, Oregon, and read about oppression 
and adaptive preferences for my feminism class, thinking about whether I want to continue using Claudia Card's book 
on evil, The Atrocity Paradigm or to address the ways in which oppression works more directly by using a book 
called Analyzing Oppression by Anne Cudd. I think I'm going to switch.” 
 
Professors are not confined to the campus over the summer, but have their own philosophical and personal adventures 
during the three free months of the year as well. Did you do something interesting and related to philosophy over the 
summer? If so, please email the editors of the newsletter, as we’d love to hear your tales and work to let the 
community of St. Olaf know as well! Good night, and keep Philosophizing! 
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…..What are They Doing Now?….. 

Arthur Cunningham is working on the paradox of foreknowledge and freedom, a key element in the 
philosophy of religion but also a concern that goes back to Aristotle. 
 
Mike Fuerstein is continuing to work on democratic culture and the intersection of business and the 
goals of a democratic republic. 
 
Jeanine Grenberg is currently working on two major projects.  First, along with Professor Jens 
Timmerman of St. Andrews University (Scotland), she is completing a new translation of Immanuel 
Kant's *Doctrine of Virtue* (from the *Metaphysics of Morals*) for Cambridge University Press.  Also, 
she is working on her third book (tentatively titled *The History and Meaning of Attentiveness*).  
 
Jason Marsh is currently finishing a chapter for a book on reproductive ethics; he is also writing a paper 
on whether we should always follow the argument where it leads! 
 
Danny Muňoz -Hutchinson is revising a book manuscript on Plotinus’ theory of consciousness. 
 
Anthony Rudd is co-editor of a collection of essays, Love, Reason and Will: Kierkegaard After 
Frankfurt, which will be published in 2015 by Bloomsbury Publishers. His next main research project 
will be about what we can learn philosophically from the arts, especially painting, and will attempt to 
articulate a view of reality in which aesthetic value is of central importance. 
 
Corliss Swain is in the final year of her position, shared with another philosopher, as the Editor-in-Chief 
of the journal Hume Studies.  She is also involved with plans for a collection of work on David Hume's 
philosophy of the body. 
 
Kathryn Swanson is a visiting Professor and is traching Law, Politics and Morality this semester. She 
will be teaching Race and Social Justice during Interim. 
 
Charles Taliaferro is completing the editing of a six volume work, The History of Evil (Routledge) 
involving 130 scholars around the world.  He is starting a four to five year project, a five volume 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy of Religion and a six volume A Cultural History of the Self, co-edited with 
David Vessey, a philosophy major who graduated in 1987, and who is a professor of philosophy at Grand 
Valley State University in Illinois. 
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A book I have read recently that has been 
absolutely fascinating as well as a complete blast to 
read is Regulating Aversion: Tolerance in the Age 
of Identity and Empire by Wendy Brown. Published 
in 2006, the book explores questions about the 
justifications and practices of liberal, secular 
democracy through the context of the recent 
“explosion” of toleration discourse in the public 
and governmental spheres. 
 
Generally speaking, if you were to go up to almost 
any student on this campus and ask their opinion on 
tolerance, most of them would state that it was a 
necessary, or at least important, part of living 
together with others who possess radically different 
viewpoints from our own. However, this 
formulation (as well as similar formulations) of 
tolerance is problematic for several reasons. These 
problems include, briefly:  
1. The collapse of various identities or “points of 

difference” (such as religion, ethnicity, or 
sexuality)  into the umbrella term “culture” 

2. An ontologizing of the tolerated subject so as to 
not only transform them into a token subject 
of their point of difference but also to 
“infuse” them with their point of difference 
so that point of difference comes to 
completely define them as an individual 

3. How tolerance discourse can be used to 
legitimize state action against intolerant or 
deviant subjects in the thralls of their 
“culture” 

4. The creation of a culture of tolerance where 
dissident identities are pressured to submit 
to and assimilate into liberal hegemony by 
dissembling their cultural identities under 
threat of further otherization (even though 
this may not even allow for full social 
participation or acceptance) 

Clearly, tolerance is not as benign or as universally 
“good” as your typical St. Olaf student would 
assess. 
There are a few reasons to read this book, 
especially for the philosophically minded. First, it is 

Regulating Aversion for a challenge to the Common 
View on the Concept of Tolerance 
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excellently written; it is clear, concise, and 
masterfully directed to give the reader a clear 
picture of the arguments and issues at stake. 
Wendy Brown is snarky and witty and is not 
afraid to take on any issue with relentless 
zeal. For example, Chapter 3 contains a biting 
critique of so-called “women’s rights” that 
only grant emancipation to women under 
certain, strict conditions involving 
heterosexual institutions and ideas about what 
exactly it means to be “female.” It is these 
exactly these sorts of arguments that make the 
book such a pleasure to read. It runs against 
many of our preconceived notions of identity 
and difference in our public and private lives 
as well as the foundations of American and 
European liberalism. This book is guaranteed 
to aid you in viewing toleration as well as our 
loosely constructed “Western, liberal 
tradition” with a newly constructed and 
highly critical viewpoint. 

Regulating Aversion was published by 
Princeton University Press in 2006, and can 
be purchased from the Princeton University 
Online Bookstore. 

By Sam Benson ‘15 



 

 

 Check out these Resources from the St. Olaf Philosophy 
Department! 

 
World Philosophy Day 

Thursday, November 20 2014 
 
 
 

World Philosophy Day is annually observed on the third Thursday of November to honor philosophical 
reflections around the world. It is a day for people to share thoughts, openly explore and discuss new ideas 
and inspire public debate or discussion on society’s challenges. 
 
World Philosophy Day is a United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
initiative that draws people around the world to engage in shared reflection on contemporary issues.  
Image result for eleonor#30F7AB 
Here is a link to the UNESCO World Philosophy Day: http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/world-
philosophy-day 
 

                       Belgum Lecture Series 
Dates: March 5-7, 2015 
Guest Speaker: Eleanor Stump 
 
Professor Stump (pictured right) will be speaking on ‘Philosophy of Religion’ and 
‘Philosophy of Mind’. 

To stay connected and 
receive regular updates on 
activities, check out the St. 
Olaf Philosophy Facebook 
Page:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/St-Olaf-
Philosophy/5652888901804
12?ref=hl 

Learn more about the 
department and the major on 
the Philosophy Department’s 
web page: 
 

Check out stories from 
St. Olaf Philosophy 
Alumni to discover how 
Philosophy students have 
used their college-
training to impact the 
world: 
 
http://wp.stolaf.edu/philo
sophy/alumni-profiles/ 

http://wp.stolaf.edu/philosophy/ 

Save The Date! 


