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Highlights

St. Olaf College was one of only 10 institutions across the nation awarded a Beckman 
Foundation grant to support undergraduate research in biology and chemistry. The three-
year grant provides additional funding for faculty-mentored student research projects, 
with the goal of engaging students traditionally underrepresented in the sciences.

Five St. Olaf College seniors were named Fulbright fellows for 2013-14. Three of 
the students used their Fulbright awards to conduct research on topics ranging from 
social activism to cochlear implant use, and the other two are pursuing English teaching 
assistantships. This year’s recipients bring the college’s Fulbright total to 93 since 1995. 

The St. Olaf Choir received standing ovations across Norway during its 100th 
anniversary tour, May 30–June 20, 2013. Commemorating the centennial founding of 
the ensemble and its inaugural Norwegian tour in 1913, the choir performed in churches, 
concert halls, and cathedrals in Oslo, Bergen, Molde, Trondheim, and seven other 
Norwegian cities. The final concert at the Nidaros Cathedral  was recorded for broadcast 
on PBS as Christmas in Norway with the St. Olaf Choir.

Regents Hall was featured in The World’s Greenest Buildings, a new book by Routledge 
Publishing. Authors Jerry Yudelson and Ulf Meyer examined hundreds of the highest-
rated “green” buildings around the world and profiled what they believed to be the top 
49 examples of sustainable architecture, design, and performance. Regents Hall, which 
the book notes “is perhaps the most prominent expression of the college’s 23-year-old 
sustainability agenda,” was one of just five U.S. academic buildings highlighted.
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The Corporation for National and Community Service honored St. Olaf College 
with a place on the President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll 
for exemplary service efforts. This was the college’s fifth year on the list, and was a 
testament to the 59,000 hours of service that St. Olaf student contributed to community 
development during the academic year.

Two St. Olaf Professors engaged in Antarctic 
research that made history and headlines.  In 
what the National Science Foundation called ”a 
first-of-its-kind feat of science and engineering,” 
a research team in western Antarctica that 
included St. Olaf physics faculty members 
Robert Jacobel and Knut Christianson ’05 
successfully drilled through 800 meters of ice to 
reach a subglacial lake. The water and sediment 
samples that were retrieved will help scientists 
better understand how life can survive in 
extreme ecosystems. 

St. Olaf and Carleton College received a major planning grant from The Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation to explore how increased institutional collaboration could enhance 
the quality and cost-effectiveness of services provided to students, faculty, and staff. 
Building upon previous efforts to merge library catalogs and create a collaborative 
collection, the two colleges will focus on the potential for cooperation in business 
operations, informational and instructional technology, and other administrative 
functions as well as opportunities for enhancing academic offerings.

Stefan Mellem ’14 was awarded a Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship for the 2013-14 
academic year. Mellem, who is majoring in physics, mathematics, and computer science, 
was chosen from a field of 1,107 applicants to receive one of the 271 scholarships. The 
Goldwater Scholarships are awarded each year to students who have shown significant 
achievement and potential in the fields of mathematics, science, and engineering. Since 
1995, 32 St. Olaf students have received the prestigious award.

St. Olaf College sent more students to study 
abroad during the 2010–11 academic year 
than any other baccalaureate institution in 
the nation, according to the Open Doors 2012 
Report on International Educational Exchange. 
This marked the fourth straight year the college 
was ranked first among its peers in the total 
number of students studying abroad. 
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St. Olaf earned the No. 2 spot on the annual Peace Corps list of top volunteer-
producing colleges and universities enrolling fewer than 5,000 students, with 22 alumni 
serving overseas in 2012. St. Olaf has been a consistent player on the list since the 
ranking system began in 2001 and remains a solid source of individuals committed 
to making a difference at home and abroad. Since the Peace Corps was established in 
1961, 496 St. Olaf graduates have served in the organization.

The St. Olaf Debate Team achieved national success, placing in the top three at both 
the 2013 Pi Kappa Delta Nationals (PKD) tournament and the national Intercollegiate 
Ethics Bowl (IEB). Kevin George ’13 and Alex Everhart ’15, representing St. Olaf’s 
parliamentary debate team, placed second out of 41 teams at the PKD Nationals 
tournament. The team’s success followed their first-place win in parliamentary debate 
at the state championships.

Three St. Olaf students were named Rossing Physics Scholars for 2013-14. Kevin 
Dalla Santa ’14, Rebecca Gobel ’14, and Leah Roth ’14 each received a $10,000 
scholarship from the Rossing Fund for Physics Education Endowment. The award is 
given to outstanding physics students selected from across the nation.

St. Olaf was one of 11 schools nationally — and the only liberal arts college — to 
earn a grant from the National Institute of Justice to support summer research 
stipends for students investigating new ways to analyze fibers found in crime scene 
investigations. Under the guidance of Associate Professor of Chemistry Doug Beussman 
‘92, at least six students over the next three years will engage in analyses of trace 
forensic evidence using isotope ratio mass spectrometry. 

Two St. Olaf College students 
received a grant from the Davis 
Projects for Peace initiative to 
establish grassroots projects abroad: 
Love Odetola ’14 planned on using 
the $10,000 grant to develop a 
public health initiative in Senegal, 
while Duy Ha ’14 sought to create 
an interactive educational experience 
about environmental issues in 
Vietnam. Over the past five years, 
seven St. Olaf students have received 
the prestigious award.


