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Learning Experiences and Outcomes
In spring 2013, St. Olaf administered the National Survey of 

Student Engagement (NSSE) to graduating seniors, an instrument 
designed to measure participation in high-impact educational 
activities that result in positive learning outcomes.  On most 

NSSE engagement indicators, St. Olaf seniors reported learning 
experiences that were similar to, or stronger than, those reported 

by students at other baccalaureate/liberal arts colleges. 

St. Olaf students reported higher participation in internships, 
study-abroad programs, and collaborative research with faculty 

than their liberal arts counterparts and significantly more so than 
respondents from other types of colleges and universities.  

St. Olaf seniors believe more strongly that their college experience 
contributed substantially to their critical thinking, writing, and 
speaking abilities. St. Olaf seniors also were more likely to say 

that their college experience promoted their ethical development, 
enhanced their ability to work with others, and contributed to 

being an informed and active citizen.
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2013 National Survey of Student Engagement
Student Participation in High-Impact Educational Experiences

How Students Evaluate the Results of 
their Educational Experience

How Much has your Experience Contributed to Knowledge, Skills, and
Personal Development in the Following Areas?

Statistical Mean Comparison
4 = Very much  3 = Quite a bit  2 = Some  1 = Very little

Institutional comparisons: 80 institutions from the same Carnegie Classification “Baccalaureate/Arts & 

Sciences” and all 567 four-year/graduate colleges and universities participating in the NSSE in 2013.

St. Olaf Carnegie
Class

NSSE
2013

Engaged in a practicum, internship, or other field experience 73% 66% 48%

Participated in a learning community 36% 30% 24%

Studied abroad 76% 38% 13%

Conducted collaborative research with faculty 51% 44% 23%

Completed a senior capstone course, project, or portfolio 57% 74% 45%

Participated in service-learning or community-based project 67% 68% 61%

St. Olaf Carnegie
Class

NSSE 
2013

Writing clearly and effectively 3.43 3.27 3.06

Speaking clearly and effectively 3.19 3.16 2.93

Thinking critically and analytically 3.62 3.51 3.32

Analyzing numerical and statistical information 2.74 2.76 2.82

Acquiring work-related knowledge and skills 2.86 2.91 2.98

Working effectively with others 3.26 3.15 3.04

Developing or clarifying a personal code of values and ethics 3.14 3.01 2.83

Understanding people of other backgrounds 2.85 2.89 2.81

Solving complex real-world problems 2.86 2.87 2.83

Being an informed and active citizen 2.99 2.89 2.72


