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Highlights

The National Science Foundation awarded Serina Robinson ’15 a highly sought-after 
three-year Graduate Research Fellowship to support her work in microbiology and 
immunology. Fellows are expected to become experts in their field who can contribute 
significantly to research, teaching, and innovations in science and engineering. A chemistry 
and Norwegian major, Robinson was also named a Fulbright Fellow to Norway for 
2015–16. 

St. Olaf College sent more students to study abroad during the 2012–13 academic 
year than any other baccalaureate institution in the nation, according to the Institute 
of International Education’s Open Doors 2014 Report on International Educational 
Exchange. This marked the sixth straight year the College was ranked first among its 
peers in the total number of students studying abroad. 

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation awarded St. Olaf College a $150,000 president’s 
discretionary grant.  The grant was used to initiate a new cross-disciplinary institute 
dedicated to improving the quality of public discourse. The Institute for Freedom and 
Community aims to foster balanced scholarship and informed debate on controversial 
subjects in a respectful and constructive manner. In its first lecture series in the spring 
⎯ — titled Community, Race, and Policing in America — guest scholars and campus 
audiences grappled with a topic that has roiled the nation. The work of the new institute 
will be greatly enhanced by a generous $1 million gift by St. Olaf College alumna Karen 
Buchwald Wright ’74. 

As part of the national celebration 
marking the 50th anniversary of 
the passage of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, St. Olaf hosted a series 
of events in March to commemorate 
the role alumni and others played 
in the civil rights movement.  The 
commemoration included the 
dedication of a campus memorial 
to the Reverend James Reeb ’50 
near the entrance of Rølvaag 
Library. Reeb, who marched onto 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge with 
thousands of clergy members on 

what became known as “Turnaround Tuesday,” was later beaten by white supremacists as 
he and two other ministers were leaving a diner and died from his injuries. Reeb’s death 
inspired a wave of nationwide protests and served as a catalyst for the passage of the 
Voting Rights Act. In January, President David R. Anderson ’74, accompanied by students 
traveling through Alabama as part of a history course during Interim, laid a wreath at the 
monument dedicated to Reeb in Selma.

President Anderson ’74 and members of the St. Olaf and Selma 
communities at the memorial to James Reeb ’50.
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Seven graduating seniors were named 
Fulbright Fellows for 2015–16.  Two of the 
award recipients applied for English teaching 
positions in Peru and Taiwan, while the others 
will conduct research in Brazil, Bulgaria, the 
Netherlands, and Norway.

Megan Behnke ’16 was awarded a Barry 
M. Goldwater Scholarship for the 2015-16 
academic year. The Goldwater Scholarships 
are awarded each year to students who have 
shown significant achievement and potential 
in the fields of mathematics, science, and 
engineering. Since 1995, 33 St. Olaf students 
have received the prestigious award.  Earlier 
in the academic year, Behnke received the 
American Geophysical Union’s David E. 
Lumley Young Scientist Scholarship award, 
which annually recognizes an exceptional student  
who is investigating global problems in energy and the environment.

Mari McClelland ’16 was named a Udall Scholar for 2015–16.  Udall scholarships 
are awarded to students who have demonstrated leadership, public service, and a 
commitment to careers related to the environment, American Indian health care, or 
tribal public policy. Fifty students from 43 colleges and universities across the United 
States received the award.

A group of 25 St. Olaf students 
spent part of Interim break in San 
Francisco, where they explored 
career opportunities and connected 
with alumni working at places like 
Google, Microsoft, Netflix, and the 
Institute for the Future. The trip, 
part of the St. Olaf Piper Center for 
Vocation and Career’s Connections 
Program, focused on careers 
in innovation, technology, and 
entrepreneurship. Other Connections 
Program trips have taken students 
to Chicago, Denver, Houston, New 
York, and Washington, D.C.

Goldwater Scholar Megan Behnke ’16 

San Francisco Connections Program participants
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The Sherman Fairchild Foundation awarded St. Olaf College a $360,000 grant for 
new scientific equipment. The grant provided the means for St. Olaf to acquire a 
suite of scientific equipment that will significantly enhance the College’s ability to 
engage students in interdisciplinary scientific explorations using advanced visualization 
techniques. The new equipment will be used in 13 different courses in the biology, 
neuroscience, chemistry, and psychology departments, as well as in numerous 
collaborative student-faculty research projects.

A $2.5 million gift from St. Olaf 
College alumnus Steven Fox ’77 
provided significant support 
for the theater program and 
students interested in studying 
abroad. The Steven Fox Fund for 
Theater will more than double 
current funding for student theater 
productions. It will be used to 
cover expenses related to lighting, 
sound, sets, costumes, props, 
and guest artists who serve as 

choreographers, designers, and dramaturges. The Steven Fox International Studies 
Fund set up an endowment that will provide financial assistance for up to 55 students 
each year to participate in international and off-campus opportunities. In the fall, Fox 
established two endowed faculty chairs — the Patrick J. Quade Endowed Chair in 
Theater and the Robert Scholz Endowed Chair in Music — in honor of St. Olaf faculty 
members who devoted their careers to the college and made a positive impact on 
hundreds of students. 

Daniel Hickox-Young ’16 was named a Rossing Physics Scholar for 2015–16 and 
Jordan Dull ’16 and Emily Witt ’17 each earned an honorable mention. Hickox-
Young will receive a $10,000 scholarship from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America Foundation through the Rossing Fund for Physics Education Endowment. 
Dull and Witt will each receive a $5,000 scholarship from the foundation. The award 
is given each year to outstanding physics students selected from across the nation. 

A new $327,640 grant from the National Science Foundation will fund enhancements 
in St. Olaf College’s cyberinfrastructure. The grant, which will permit a tenfold 
increase in the College’s data transfer capacity, facilitates the steady integration of 
“Big Data” usage into St. Olaf’s undergraduate research training. “Big Data” is a term 
that encompasses all data so large that they are difficult to process using traditional 
database methods. Large data sets can take days to download on a conventional 
computer network, but with St. Olaf’s increased data processing speed, these data sets 
could be available to student research teams in just minutes.

Production of The Cherry Orchard presented in Kelsey Theater, 
directed by Artist in Residence Gary Gisselman.


