
Philosophy Department Course Registration; Some Recommendations 

Link to the Philosophy Department web site: 
http://wp.stolaf.edu/philosophy/ 

FIRST YEAR: One or two courses or participation in the Great Conversation 
Program. There are no required introductory courses for philosophy majors. 
The following courses are designed to initiate first-year students and 
sophomores into the practice of philosophy. 
 

• Philosophy 118: The Making of the Modern Mind 
• Philosophy 119: Moral Psychology 
• Philosophy 120: Philosophy in Literature (Interim only) 

 
The second philosophy course is generally a Level II course. Many 200-
level courses may also be used as entries into the major (e.g. Phil 241, Phil 
244, Phil 245, Phil 261, and most EIN courses). 
 
The Great Conversation, like survey sections of Philosophy 118, introduces 
students to Western philosophical movements and themes. Many students 
find their passion for Philosophy through the Great Conversation. 
 
SOPHOMORE AND JUNIOR YEARS: Four to eight philosophy courses 
including: 
 

• Philosophy 235: Ancient Western Philosophy (required for majors). 
Philosophy majors may pre-register for this course. 

• Philosophy 236: History of Modern Philosophy (required for majors). 
Philosophy majors may pre-register for this course. 

• Philosophy 240: Formal Logic (required for regular majors, a logic 
project is an alternative option for contract majors.) 

 
Other Level II courses that satisfy GE requirements 
 
Generally, philosophy majors are encouraged to take Philosophy 278: Moral 
Theory to satisfy the EIN requirement unless the student’s other interests are 
better addressed by a different Level II EIN. 
 
JUNIOR YEAR: One or two Level III philosophy seminar courses 
 

http://wp.stolaf.edu/philosophy/


SENIOR YEAR: Two or three Level III philosophy seminar courses and, 
possibly, an additional independent research project. Such projects offer a 
unique opportunity to work 1-1 with a professor on a topic of mutual 
interest. These projects sometimes result in a publishable paper by the 
student. Three Level III seminar courses are required for the regular major; 
two Level III seminar courses are required for contract majors. 

Requirement for Majoring in Philosophy: 
A major in philosophy may be attained by completing the requirements for 
either a regular major or a contract major. Most philosophy courses 
simultaneously count toward the major and toward one or more general 
education requirements. Because the philosophy major can be tailored to the 
needs and goals of individual students, all philosophy majors are encouraged 
to work closely with an advisor in the philosophy department. 

A regular major requires at least nine courses in philosophy, including 
Philosophy 235: Ancient Western Philosophy, Philosophy 236:History of 
Modern Philosophy, Philosophy 240: Formal Logic, and three level III 
seminar courses. Level III seminar courses may not be taken S/U. These 
specifications seek to first assure a major’s grasp of the history and methods 
of philosophy and then to provide practice in advanced philosophical 
inquiry. 

A contract major involves a contract drawn up between the student and the 
Chair of the Department of Philosophy. The contract combines seven 
courses in philosophy, including Philosophy 235 and 236, two level III 
seminar courses, and either Philosophy 240 or a non-credit-bearing logic 
project, with three level II or III courses in another department chosen to 
complement the work in philosophy. The two level III seminar courses in 
Philosophy may not be taken S/U. 

 


