
New  Courses for Spring Semester 2014-15 

 

Dance 315: Improvisation as Practice and Performance (.25 credit) 

Students explore improvisation as a movement practice, a dance technique, and a foundation for 

performance. The course integrates a variety of approaches to improvisation including movement 

exploration with body awareness, Authentic Movement, and Contact Improvisation. The class develops 

individual and group movement skills and increases student comfort level with movement invention as a 

creating practice and a performing practice. Prerequisite: Dance 115 and Dance 215 or permission of 

instructor. Counts toward dance major. Offered alternate years in the spring semester. 

 

English 272: Writing America 1588-1800 

In this course, students read a variety of early American literary works (novels, poems, essays, 

autobiographies, chronicles) from the early period of North American exploration to the founding of the 

United States. The course focuses on intersections between literature and history, examining how the 

American nation was “written into existence” in literature, and examines connections between literature 

and discourses of nationalism, race, gender, and religion. Prerequisite: FYW. Counts toward American 

studies and English majors. Offered periodically. 

 

English 284 Epic and the Novel 

Course description: Heroes, monsters, battles, and journeys – for over a thousand years, elements of epic 

poetry shaped ideas of what a good story should be. But with the modern age, the novel replaced epic as 

the most culturally revered literary form. Students explore how the novel draws upon as well as rejects the 

epic tradition, and how the novel reflects what we mean by “modernity” itself. This course ranges from 

Anglo-Saxon epic to modern and contemporary novels. Prerequisite: FYW. Counts toward English major. 

Offered in alternate years during spring semester. 

 

English 393 Drama and Moral Choice 

Course description: “To be or not to be” is only one of many ethical questions raised by dramatists writing 

in English, from medieval moralities to postmodern plays. Using a framework of readings from classical and 

contemporary ethical theories, students examine moral and ethical conflicts within plays from several 

periods. The course also addresses the works in their cultural and theatrical contexts; students attend a 

performance of one play on the syllabus. Prerequisites: BTS-T and English 185 plus at least two English 

courses at level II, or permission of instructor. Counts toward English major.   Offered in alternate years.   

Ticket fee required. 

 

Film Studies 240: Film History 

This course provides a broad overview of the cinema from its beginnings to the present day, while 

introducing students to historically informed methods and arguments that have contributed to the shape 

and continuing development of film studies as a formal discipline. In addition to adopting a global 

perspective to explore the cinema’s role as a powerful aesthetic, social, and cultural force, students 

examine key movements, conventions, practices, and periods that inform film history. Prerequisite: Film 

101 or permission of instructor. Counts toward the film studies concentration. Offered during spring 

semester. 



 

ID 245: Integrated Science and Society: Interdisciplinary Approaches to Contemporary Issues 

This course explores the intersection of science, scientific knowledge, and contemporary social problems. 

Through sustained inquiry into a specific issue or topic, it shows students the strengths and potential 

overlap of different research methods and perspectives from the social and natural sciences. Depending on 

the topic, students may also investigate the impact of the legal and political context on such work, and the 

complexities of representing research to the larger public. Prerequisite: junior or  

senior standing. Offered periodically. May be repeated if topic is different. 

 

Music 135: From Mahler to Madonna: 20th Century Music 

This course explores the relationship between concert music and popular music of the 20th century. 

Students learn the basic elements of music and critical listening skills, apply those skills to a variety of music 

from concert and popular styles and analyze the relationship between the styles. Students use a variety of 

activities, including group work and individual presentations, to achieve these goals. Offered alternately 

with Music 131 and 132. 

 

Nurs 120: Images of Wellness in the Media (resurrected course offering for  Spring 2015) 

This course examines how contemporary culture influences present-day wellness perspectives. 

Values, lifestyle, daily stresses, and corresponding coping mechanisms affecting one's well-being 

are explored. Students study health behaviors as a function of social influences and, conversely, the 

impact of unhealthy coping behaviors on the social enterprise. This course also includes an 

exploration of wellness from the perspective of non-western cultures. Counts towards American 

studies major and media film studies concentration. Students will read contemporary books, watch 

films, and participate in large and small group discussions.  Offered 7-10 pm on Monday evenings. 
 

Psychology 344 Personality Assessment 

Course description: In this course, students explore methods that psychologists use to develop  

meaningful, nuanced understandings of individual persons. The richness and complexity of personality is 

seen as students get first-hand experience interviewing a hired subject, interpreting personality tests, 

analyzing personal narratives, and applying theories and concepts used in personality and clinical 

psychology. Integrating information about unique personal history, personality dynamics, and life story, 

students learn to develop coherent conceptualizations of the signature-like features of another’s 

personality. Prerequisite: Psych 230 and Psych 244 or permission of instructor.  Counts toward Psychology 

major. 

 

In addition: 

 

Department/Program 295 Internship and Reflection Seminar will be offered as three separate instances:  

Exercise Science Theory 295, Media 295, and Political Science 295 

This seminar integrates the liberal arts with the experience of work and the search for a vocation or career. 

Course content includes both an off-campus internship and on-campus class sessions that connect 

academic theories/analyses of work with students’ particular internship experience. Students also consider 



and articulate the value of the liberal arts for their pursuit of a creative, productive, and satisfying 

professional life. 

 


