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BTS-T Course Offerings
(For Interim Offerings, see below)

All BTS-T courses acquaint students with ongoing efforts to 
understand the essential content of Christian belief in a 
critical and coherent manner, and engage students in 
theological reflection.  Each course approaches these 
common goals distinctively.  Some are topical, perhaps 
focused on a particular Christian teaching; some are 
dialogical, putting Christian theology in conversation with 
other modes of thought or religious traditions; still others 
take a historical approach or begin with biblical texts.  All St. 
Olaf students must take at least one BTS-T course.  Many 
find that they want to take more. 

202: Classics and Moderns: 
Theology and Film         
Instructor:  Wilson 

"Theology and Film:  What Ever Happened to Religion?"  In 
Religion 202A and 202B, Spring 2015, we will consider the 
main lines of Christian theology in the context of examining 
changes in contemporary culture which affect the business 
of religion.  What has happened to religion and what is this 
"spirituality" that everyone seems to want? What has 
become of Christianity in our world?  Who is enthusiastic 
about religion these days and who are indifferent?  Who are 
the "nones" and what do they do with what was once a 
place for religious attachment in earlier generations?  In 
addition to classic theological texts and studies of culture, 
we will use a series of thoughtful films.  Seminar style 
classes; discussion; WRI; film geekhood not required; open 
only to students who can attend Wednesday evening 
showings of films on most weeks of the term. 

209:  Introduction to Feminist Theology 
Instructor:  Booth 

Students examine traditional Christian doctrines in light 
of feminist critiques and reformulations. The course 
focuses especially upon language and images of God, 
the person of Christ and the work of redemption and 
understandings of human nature. Students evaluate 
arguments for and against the compatibility of 
Christianity and feminism. Counts toward women's and 
gender studies major and concentration. 

221:  Jesus in Scripture and Tradition 
Instructor: Ripley      

Fascination with Jesus has continued unabated for 
2,000 years, and this course will survey various portraits 
of Jesus in the biblical and theological traditions. The 
scriptural section of this course explores the 
understanding and significance of Jesus Christ in major 
New Testament writings (including the Gospels, the 
letters of Paul, Hebrews, and Revelation) as well as in 
selected non-canonical texts. The study of the 
subsequent theological traditions will explore the views 
of Jesus in Christian theology, in the modern “Quest for 
the Historical Jesus,” and in a variety of contemporary 
inter-religious contexts spanning the globe. 
Assignments include daily written work, an in-depth 
comparative study of the accounts of Jesus’ death, two 
research papers, a take-home midterm exam in essay 
format, and a final project. Prerequisite: BTS-B. The 
course meets the requirements for the BTS-T and WRI 
General Education requirements, and it counts toward 
the ancient studies major. 
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222:  The Biblical God 
Instructor: Kaden       

What is at stake in presenting the biblical God as a certain 
kind of actor?  We will explore the various ways in which 
biblical and other ancient writers, key figures in the Christian 
tradition, and aspects of popular culture (e.g., films, social 
media, sports, etc.) produce and re-produce identities of 
God by emphasizing certain of God's actions (what God is 
said to do).  We will examine the biblical God as an 
amalgam of character-traits derived from various deities in 
the ancient world.  And, we will treat the biblical God as a 
literary protagonist.  Our goal is not to uncover a "real" or 
more "authentic" identity of God, but rather to grasp how 
language about God--the product of history, and the biblical 
and literary protagonist--produces and re-produces 
impressions of God--the cultural icon.

223:St.Paul/Letter/Gospel 
Instructor: Hanson 

Students read Pauline letters carefully for their major issues, 
such as apocalyptic, gospel, apostleship, Jew and Gentile, 
faith, Torah, community. Considering Paul in the context of 
his times and Paul in the context of later Christianity, 
students discuss topics such as Jews and Christians, men 
and women, creation, grace in Paul, and present-day 
experience. Prerequisite: BTS-B. Counts toward ancient 
studies major. 

227: Jews and Christians after Christendom 
Instructor: Filler         

This course explores the interaction between Jews, 
Christians, and their respective	   religions in historical and 
theological perspective. Students consider basic features of 
Jewish belief and practice, past and present views of Jews 
and Christians about each other's beliefs, impact of 
Christian attitudes toward the Jews on the formation and 
development of Christian doctrines, relation between 
Christian theology and anti-Semitism, and the possibilities 

254:  Jesus on the Indian Road 
Instructor: Lagerquist 

The Indian Church, which claims the apostle Thomas 
as its founder, is the "home base" for this historical 
exploration of Christianity from the apostolic age to the 
present. The course considers Christian teachings 
about God and Jesus, biblical interpretation, worship, 
response to social, political, and cultural practices 
through encounters between Indian Christians and 
other churches. The multiple religions of India, its 
colonial experience, and its contemporary society are 
essential context. 

263:  Roman Catholic Theology 
Instructor: Santurri     

Students consider the present situation and future 
prospects of Roman Catholic theology through an 
engagement with the figures and events that have most 
deeply shaped Catholic theology in this century. The 
course also examines recent Catholic views on the 
central topics of Christian theology, God, Christ, 
salvation and the Church, and the relationship of these 
views to Protestant ideas about the same issues. 
Prerequisite: BTS-B. 

303: History of Christian Thought II 
Instructor: Walter 

In this course, students examine the major theological 
innovations and achievements in the medieval and 
reformation eras.  These achievements include:  the 
development of complex readings of scripture, the 
establishment of theology as a science, the emergence 
of modernity, and intense reflection on the character of 
the created world.  Students shall consider the varied 
Christian appropriation of Islamic philosophy and 
theology, issues of faith and reason, the limits of human 
speech about God, and the possibility of atheism and 
the secular.  We shall encounter a host of figures from 
Franciscans to Anselm, Hildegaard to Luther, and 
Thomas Aquinas and his heirs.  This course can be a 
springboard for further student interest in various 
Christian doctrines of salvation, the nature of God, and 
a variety of other theological and philosophical 
concerns. 
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217:  Christian and Islamic Ethics: 

Conflicts and Cross-Pollination
Instructor:  Schillinger 

This course compares Christian and Islamic conceptions of 
the relationship between God and humanity, as foundations 
for thinking about moral excellence and obligation. It also 
considers and compares how theological commitments and 
methods in each religious tradition affect approaches to 
particular ethical issues such as sexuality, war, and politics. 
Students work with scripture, film, polemical literature, 
judicial texts, and theological texts. Prerequisites: BTS-T or 
permission of instructor. 

277:  Travel and Ethics 
Instructor: Barbour 

This course examines ethical issues raised by travel as well 
as the ways that various ethical perspectives address these 
issues. Students consider the ethics of pilgrimage in world 
religions, tourism and its critics, Christian perspectives on 
intercultural travel, issues raised by study abroad, and 
theories of ethical travel in relation to ecotourism, 
sustainability, service, and other ideals. Prerequisite: BTS-T. 

289:  Buddhism, Peace, and Justice 
Instructor: Reed 

Students examine contemporary Buddhist moral teachings 
on social issues such as violence and peacemaking, human 
rights and social justice, and humanity and the environment. 
Coursework focuses on the writings of Vietnamese monk 
and peace activist Thich Nhat Hanh, Tibetan leader-in-exile 
Tenzin Gyatso (Fourteenth Dalai Lama), American ecologist 
Joanna Macy, and others. Students consider the moral 
paradigms of Christianity and Buddhism: Christ and the 
Bodhisattva. Prerequisites: BTS-T or permission of 
instructor. 

293:  Religious Pluralism and the 
Nature of Community         

Instructor: Rambachan 

The nature and boundaries of communities, as well as the 
quality of relationships within communities, are determined 
by theology as well as by social, political, and ethnic factors. 
Students examine the ways in which the world's religions, 
particularly Christianity, have interpreted each other's 
significance and truth claims and considers the ethical 
implications of these different responses. Prerequisite: BTS-
T or permission of instructor. 

MCG Course Offerings
246: Islam—Religion and Community

Instructor: Schillinger

Students examine the formation of Islamic traditions and
institutions and their religious meaning, paying special attention
to the dynamism and crises of Islam in the 19th and 20th
centuries. Counts toward medieval studies major.

285: What is Religion? Approaches and Methods
Instructor:  Walter

A study of competing and complementary approaches to the
study of religion prevalent in the contemporary academy, this 
course prepares sophomore and junior religion majors for more
advanced research seminars. Paying attention to the emphases
and presuppositions of each approach, students develop an 
improved ability to understand the way that these different
approaches affect scholarship and contribute to agreements and 
disagreements about what religion is and should be. Especially
offered for Religion Majors.

393: Theological Seminar:
Studying Theology Comparatively

Instructor:  Rambachan

In the words of Harvard University, Professor of Comparative
Theology, Frank Clooney, comparative theology, “marks acts of
faith seeking understanding which are rooted in a particular faith
tradition but which, from that foundation, venture into learning
from one or more other faith traditions, This learning is sought for
the sake of fresh theological insights that are indebted to the
newly encountered tradition/s as well as the home tradition.”

Doing theology comparatively has emerged as an exciting new 
method of interreligious learning that is appropriate in our
contemporary context of religious diversity. Its practitioners argue
that it fosters a deeper understanding of self and others. In the
words of Paul Knitter, to answer the questions “Who am I? and
Who is my God? we have to ask Who are you? and Who/What is
your God? (continued on Religion Department web site). 
Especially offered for Religion Majors.

MCG Course Offerings
246: Islam—Religion and Community

Instructor: Schillinger

Students examine the formation of Islamic traditions and 
institutions and their religious meaning, paying special attention
to the dynamism and crises of Islam in the 19th and 20th
centuries. Counts toward medieval studies major.

285: What is Religion? Approaches and Methods 
Instructor:  Walter

A study of competing and complementary approaches to the
study of religion prevalent in the contemporary academy, this 
course prepares sophomore and junior religion majors for more
advanced research seminars. Paying attention to the emphases
and presuppositions of each approach, students develop an 
improved ability to understand the way that these different
approaches affect scholarship and contribute to agreements and 
disagreements about what religion is and should be. Especially
offered for Religion Majors.

393: Theological Seminar:
Studying Theology Comparatively

Instructor:  Rambachan

In the words of Harvard University, Professor of Comparative 
Theology, Frank Clooney, comparative theology, “marks acts of
faith seeking understanding which are rooted in a particular faith
tradition but which, from that foundation, venture into learning
from one or more other faith traditions, This learning is sought for
the sake of fresh theological insights that are indebted to the
newly encountered tradition/s as well as the home tradition.”

Doing theology comparatively has emerged as an exciting new 
method of interreligious learning that is appropriate in our
contemporary context of religious diversity. Its practitioners argue
that it fosters a deeper understanding of self and others. In the
words of Paul Knitter, to answer the questions “Who am I? and
Who is my God? we have to ask Who are you? and Who/What is
your God? (continued on Religion Department web site). 
Especially offered for Religion Majors.

MCG Course Offerings 
246: Islam—Religion and Community 

Instructor: Schillinger 

Students examine the formation of Islamic traditions 
and institutions and their religious meaning, paying 
special attention to the dynamism and crises of Islam in 
the 19th and 20th centuries. Counts toward medieval 
studies major. 

WRI Course Offerings 
285:  What is Religion? Approaches and Methods 

Instructor:  Walter 

A study of competing and complementary approaches 
to the study of religion prevalent in the contemporary 
academy, this course prepares sophomore and junior 
religion majors for more advanced research seminars. 
Paying attention to the emphases and presuppositions 
of each approach, students develop an improved ability 
to understand the way that these different approaches 
affect scholarship and contribute to agreements and 
disagreements about what religion is and should be. 
Especially offered for Religion Majors. 

Seminar Course Offerings 
393: Theological Seminar:        

Studying Theology Comparatively 
Instructor:  Rambachan 

In the words of Harvard University, Professor of 
Comparative Theology, Frank Clooney, comparative 
theology, “marks acts of faith seeking understanding 
which are rooted in a particular faith tradition but which, 
from that foundation, venture into learning from one or 
more other faith traditions, This learning is sought for 
the sake of fresh theological insights that are indebted 
to the newly encountered tradition/s as well as the 
home tradition.”  

Doing theology comparatively has emerged as an 
exciting new method of interreligious learning that is 
appropriate in our contemporary context of religious 
diversity. Its practitioners argue that it fosters a deeper 
understanding of self and others. In the words of Paul 
Knitter, to answer the questions “Who am I? and Who 
is my God? we have to ask Who are you? and 
Who/What is your God? (continued on Religion 
Department web site). Especially offered for Religion 
Majors. 
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All BTS-T courses acquaint students with ongoing efforts to 
understand the essential content of Christian belief in a 
critical and coherent manner, and engage students in 
theological reflection.  Each course approaches these 
common goals distinctively.  Some are topical, perhaps 
focused on a particular Christian teaching; some are 
dialogical, putting Christian theology in conversation with 
other modes of thought or religious traditions; still others take 
a historical approach or begin with biblical texts.  All St. Olaf 
students must take at least one BTS-T course.  Many find 
that they want to take more. 

213:  Lutheran Heritage 
Instructor:  Lagerquist 

Analyzing continuity and change within the Lutheran 
tradition, students consider Luther's theology and proposals 
for the reform of Catholicism and evaluate major reappraisals 
of Lutheran beliefs and practices that developed in response 
to new issues and social situations. Topics include 
Orthodoxy and Pietism, conservative and liberal responses 
to the Enlightenment, modern European Lutheranism and 
issues of particular importance to Lutheranism in 
Scandinavia, America, and developing countries. 
Prerequisite: BTS-B. Offered periodically during Interim. 

223:  St.Paul: His Letters, His Gospel 
Instructor: Kaden 

230:  Theology of Creation 
Instructor: Erickson      

Interim 2015        
HWC Course Offerings 

248: Judaism    
Instructor: Filler 

This course is an introduction to the rituals, texts, 
beliefs, and practices of Judaism from its inception to 
the present. The course is divided up into three main 
sections: 1) the Jewish textual tradition; 2) the Jewish 
liturgical calendar; and 3) Jewish life-cycle events and 
daily practices. In studying the tradition, we will look 
both at textual and theological accounts, and personal 
or ethnographic descriptions of Jews “doing Jewish.” In 
this way, we can examine the similarities and 
differences between Judaism as it is presented “on the 
page” and the way it is understood and practiced by 
Jews today. 

This course will investigate several intersecting streams of 
modern Pauline studies.  First, we will examine the ways in 
which Paul’s statements about being a Pharisee, and being 
blameless with respect to the law, make sense in early 
Judaism.  Second, we will analyze Paul’s polemical 
strategies to try to determine what is at stake for him and for 
his “opponents” in insisting that gentile Jesus followers need 
not become Jewish proselytes to enter the family of 
Abraham.  Much of Paul’s language about inclusion, identity, 
and about the Jewish law itself is implicated in this rhetorical 
and social move.  Finally, we will locate Paul’s language 
about Christ, and his structuring of Christ groups, within the 
broader Greco-Roman world.  In particular, we will look at 
how the political discourses of the early Roman Empire get 
reinscribed in Paul’s letters.  And we will compare the 
structure and function of Greco-Roman associations with 
that of Paul’s Christ groups.  One question we will wrestle 
with throughout the semester is whether Paul was, as some 
scholars have suggested, a “radical” or “anomalous” Jew. 

Creator, creatures, and creativity: these theological 
metaphors for the ebbs and flows of existence hold much 
promise and just as much controversy in our postmodern 
moment.  Imagine questions spanning the origin of the 
universe to the rise of modern evolutionary science; from 
our contemporary climate crises to important concerns of 
ecojustice; from the everyday processes of earthly life to 
the rich and diverse production of art.  In wrestling with 
these questions, theologies of creation are undergoing a 
contemporary renaissance.  This class will introduce the 
creativity of theology and explore manifold theologies of 
creation with distinctively ecological emphases. We’ll ask 
into those very topics: the theopoetic images of creation 
myths in Genesis, contemporary cosmology, theologies 
reflecting upon evolutionary science, environmental 
justice, and the artistic creativity of ecotheology.  We’ll 
read such theologians and writers as Catherine Keller, 
David Fergusson, Ronald Osborn, Charles Darwin, 
Elizabeth Johnson, Karen Baker-Fletcher, and Annie 
Dillard.  And, finally, our final will be a creative project 
inspired by the themes of this course.




