
SPANISH PROFIENCY EXAM(S) 
 
The Spanish Proficiency Exam is a tool that is used to determine if students can 
complete their foreign language requirement (FOL) through testing, rather than by 
completing coursework.  This exam is different from the “Spanish Placement Exam” and 
it does not require any previous content knowledge, as it only evaluates linguistic skills.  
 
There are two versions of the “Spanish Proficiency Exam:” 
 
A. Bachelor of Music degree candidates must take the Spanish 112 proficiency exam.  
However, depending on the student’s particular emphasis within the music program, 
successful completion of Spanish 112 may or may not fulfill the foreign language 
requirement at St. Olaf; therefore, the student should always be advised to check with 
the Chair of the Music Department to confirm the requirements of the foreign language 
fulfillment within the Music Department, even if the student has passed the Spanish 112 
proficiency exam.   
 
B. Bachelor of Arts degree candidates must request to take the Spanish 232 
Proficiency Exam.  If a BA candidate does not pass the Spanish 232 Proficiency Exam, 
the candidate must successfully complete Spanish 232 in order to satisfy the foreign 
language requirement at the College.   (Who can take this exam?: If you are candidate 
to take this exam you will be contacted via email informing you of your eligibility.)  
 
Process   
 
The proficiency exam is offered twice a year, generally on the first Saturday following 
the beginning (first official week) of Semester I and Semester II (in September and in 
February, respectively). The AAA of Romance Languages, Jennifer Bothun will 
inform you of the date and time of the exam on each respective semester.  It is 
administered at the Word Languages Center, located at Tomson Hall 150, 
(http://www.stolaf.edu/services/wlc/ - http://www.stolaf.edu/services/wlc/) from 9:00 am 
to 12:30 pm. In all, the exam should take about 3 hours to complete. 
 
Students intending to take the Spanish 112 exam must sign up with the Academic 
Administrative Assistant in TOH 331 (Jennifer Bothun, ext. 3230) by the Thursday 
preceding the exam date.  Students should also register for Spa 112 in the event they 
do not pass this exam. The faculty member responsible for administering the exam will 
check with the AAA to see whether any students have signed up in order to make the 
necessary arrangements.  Students intending to take the Spanish 232 Proficiency Exam 
should follow the same procedure of contacting the AAA in TOH 331 (ext. 3230). 
 
If you have any special needs please make sure you have communicated these to Prof. 
Kristina Medina Vilariño before completing your exam to make the necessary 
arrangements.  The faculty member in charge of administering the exam (Prof. Kristina 
Medina Vilariño) will notify students of their results within five days of taking the exam 



by email.   If you have further questions regarding the exam please contact Prof. 
Kristina Medina Vilariño at medinavi@stolaf.edu. 
 
 
A. Spanish 112 Proficiency Exam (paper exam) 
 
The exam has both a written and an oral component. The written component consists of 
listening comprehension, vocabulary, grammar, reading comprehension, and writing.   
In order to pass the exam the student has to obtain a minimum of 70% as a total score, 
plus a minimum 60% on each section. Students taking this exam must be aware that it 
covers all four skills—listening, reading, writing, and speaking.   
 
B. Spanish 232 Proficiency Exam (online exam) 
 
The exam is divided into 4 parts: 

(1) A reading comprehension section that consists of 8 multiple choice questions, based 
on an article discussing recent news related to the Hispanic community in the U.S. You  
will have a maximum of 30 minutes to submit your answers. You will have a printed 
copy of the reading and you can take notes.  

(2) A related listening comprehension section with 11 multiple-choice questions, based 
on a video from Univisión.  You can watch the video as many times as needed while 
you complete the quiz and take notes, but you have a total of 40 minutes to submit your 
answers.  

(3) A related 250-270 words composition discussing the influence of Hispanic cultures in 
the US media. You will have 45 minutes to complete this section. 

(4) A related oral commentary of a maximum of 10 minutes discussing your knowledge 
and/or experiences with the Hispanic cultures in the US. You will have a maximum of 2 
attempts to upload your recorded file from Quicktime into this section of the exam, but 
you can only submit one recording. 

In order to pass the exam the student has to obtain a minimum of 70% as a total score, 
plus a minimum of 60% on each section. In all, the exam should take about 3 hours to 
complete. Each portion of the exam is 25% of the total grade (4 sections x 25% = 
100%).   
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