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Interim TO DO’s
Have no fear, you do not have to 

fill your days with afternoon 
naps and late night forays.  In a recent 
brainstorming session SSS students 
and staff generated a list of things to do 
during interim.  Here it is in no particular 
order:

1. Read Twilight
2. Go see the Twilight movie
3. Watch a Korean drama, or ten
4. Get hooked on a new TV show 

like Lost, 24, CSI, or Desperate 
Housewives

5. GO SLEDDING!
6. Go fly a kite…winter kite 

flying is quite popular in 
some parts of the world

7. Make a giant snowman
8. Bake something...a cake, 

cookies, or a shepherds pie. 
9. Find out what shepherds pie is
10. Read a random Wikipedia 

article, summarize it in and 
email to your friends

11. Learn how to meditate at 
Monarch—mediation classes 
are already beginning

12. Go ice fishing
13. Make snow angels
14. Go bowling at Jesse James Lanes
15. Make three bags of popcorn then 

watch all the  Lord of the Rings, 
Star Wars, or Indiana Jones movies

16. GO TO SSS GAME NIGHT at 6pm 
on Friday, January 16 in Tostrud!

17. Organize a potluck or 
progressive dinner

18. Impromptu Karaokee
19. Roll down Old Main hill
20.Bundle up and go star gazing
21.Learn how to knit…knit Justin a scarf 

for his birthday on January 14th
22. Do some Origami
23. Start a new workout plan
24. Play volleyball
25. Volunteer to lead story circle at 

Northfield Retirement Home
26. Do something nice for somebody

So whether you take a nap every 
afternoon, decide to start watching 
Lost, or spend most of your time 
studying, just remember that 
Interim will be done before you 
know it.  Use your time wisely!
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Norma J. ReynoldsAlumni
Spotlight

In the spotlight this month is our very own Norma 
J. Reynolds.  Norma is a 2007 graduate of St. Olaf 

College.  The Scribe asked her to talk to us about St. 
Olaf, Student Support Services, and life...

(The Scribe) What was your major at St. Olaf? 
I majored in Political Science and Spanish.

What have you done since graduation? 
I started law school the summer after I graduated from St. 
Olaf, in August 2007. 

What are you doing now?  Job?  School?  Family? etc... 
First year proved to be extremely difficult, but I put in the 
hours and tried to keep a balanced life.  I worked out three 
days a week, sang on the praise & worship team at my church 
and still made time to be social.  It also really helped that I 
lived at home!  I got to eat real meals and have the support 
of family.  In the end, all of the long hours paid off because 
I ended up doing very well academically.

On campus interviews with some of the top law firms in 
Omaha and Lincoln, Nebraska began the second week of 
second semester.  I interviewed with four of those top firms, 
two of which made offers for the summer associate position.  
I accepted and had the opportunity to work at Fraser Stryker 
Law Firm this summer (http://www.fraserstryker.com/index-
flash.asp).  Fraser Styker Law Firm is one of the top law 
firms in Omaha, NE.  They handle million dollar business 
deals, litigation, taxes, contracts and handle a lot of work for 
charitable organizations.   I did so well this summer, they 
offered me a position for NEXT summer, which I gladly 
accepted.  

I feel so blessed to get my foot in the door so early at a place 
like Fraser Styker because firms like to hire associates after 
law school that have already worked for them in the summer.  
And Fraser Stryker is also one of those law firms that pay at 
or about $80,000 first year out of law school.  A salary of like 
quantity would be an substantial help to my family and I.

Accepting the job with Fraser Stryker next summer has also 
benefited me as I begin my second year of law school.  Many 
know that first year of law school is extremely difficult, and 
work load increases second year.  I did not have to spend 

time researching 
employers and 
interviewing and 
miss classes as a 
result.   

I am more involved 
in student activities 
this year, and serve 
as the President 
of the Christian 
Legal Society, and 
also Secretary for 
Black Law Students 
Association.  I am 
also a member of 
the Student Bar 
Association.  I 
chaired planning for 
the first Christian 
Grad School Mixer at the law school with other graduate 
Christian organizations, to be held Thursday, October 2, 
2008.  For Black Law Students Association, I have been 
one of the main organizers for a Presidential Election 
Forum, where Black Law Students Association, Law School 
Democrats, Multicultural Legal Society, Republican Law 
Students Association and Student Bar Association, are 
working to invite key party representatives to address the 
student body on Tuesday, October 28, 2008.  For Student 
Bar Association, I participate and attend the many wonderful 
events this organization plans for the law school.

How did SSS help you get where you are now?  
Student Support Services helped me to stay focused while 
a student at St. Olaf College, particularly my first semester, 
when I needed it most.  St. Olaf College is known for its 
rigorous academics, and the Supplemental Instruction 
groups with SSS truly helped me to gauge the difficulty of 
the material and to honestly assess my abilities as a student.  
Small groups were a true benefit with a couple of classes 
I had that seemed to be too difficult to handle alone (i.e., 
Biology 125 and Analyzing Politics).  First semester was the 
most important for me in terms of adjusting to the academic 
standards of St. Olaf. 

Moreover, SSS helped me throughout my college days by 
Continued on page 3
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providing a strong sense of 
community.  SSS helped me to remember that many of my 
peers were dealing with similar, and many of them, much 
more difficult circumstances than I.  Student Support Services 
helped me to realize I was not alone.  My family still dealt 
with the physical and economic effects of a car accident that 
my mother and I were in my sophomore year in high school.  
My family also had the blessing of three children in college 
while I attended St. Olaf.  There were times when my family 
did not know how to make ends meet.  SSS always helped 
to provide small perks that went a long way, either through 
incentive plans, social events or little treats before finals.

Any words of wisdom for current SSS students?

Academic Advice
1.       Take most of the classes you need to graduate early in 
your college career.
2.      Figure out what classes are required for the major(s) 
you would like to pursue
3.       Figure out what kinds of classes you have received the 
highest grades after first and second semester of your first 
year, and consider taking more of these classes throughout 
your stay at St. Olaf.
4.    Consider whether you should change your major to 
classes that you have done better in, if those classes are in a 
different area of focus than the major you thought you would 
like to pursue.
5.    Find out whether taking classes outside of the area 
you initially planned to pursue will disadvantage you after 
graduation.
6.     Seek academic support, small groups, study groups and/
or study supplements for areas where you find a struggle in 
course work.
7.      Find a person that has the job or focus in school that 
you would like to obtain after St. Olaf, whether or not they 
are from St. Olaf.  Ask to meet with the person, or have a 
short phone conversation or email dialogue, to help you plan 
for the future.

Social Advice
1.      Become acquainted with students in SSS because 
they can often times understand exactly what you are going 
through.

2.      Become acquainted with students outside of SSS.  A 
strong sense of isolation can develop for students that do 
not develop positive social relationships with the student 
body in general.  An excellent way many SSS students have 
maintained positive relations with many student throughout 
St. Olaf has been through sports, choir, or interest groups 
with ethnic groups that may not be represented in their 
background, volunteer network, and many other student 
organizations.
3.      Besides SSS, pick one or two other social groups on 
campus to be a part of.  Try not to be over-extended by 
trying to participate in too many groups.  Pick one or two 
organization you would like to participate with regularly.  A 
great way to stay connected with other groups and students 
is simply to attend social events that other organizations 
attend.
4.      Attend social events, but be smart about your conduct.  
Students can balance social life and academics by studying 
on a Friday and Saturday nights until people are ready to go 
out.  You can be:
       a.       Productive, by studying beforehand,
       b.      Smart, by not drinking on campus, even if you are              
21 or older, and
       c.       Maximize your fun, by dancing the night away 
and getting to the dance when it’s hoppin’ and everyone is 
already there!

Anything else you would like to say?
Have fun!  You only get to be at a place like St. Olaf once in 
life.  St. Olaf is a special place.  It’s not that you don’t meet 
wonderful people after you graduate.  However, on the hill, 
everyone is in one place, at one time, sharing one-common 
experience.  After St. Olaf, your friends from St. Olaf will 
be living and working in other places in your city, or in 
other states.  But your friends will continue to be in your life 
well after St. Olaf.  My friends from SSS and the college in 
general are still some of the most special people in my life.  
We have all kept up through jobs and Grad School.  So the 
people you meet at St. Olaf matter now -  I’d say they will 
matter forever.

January 9--Last day to add Interim Class
January 14--Happy Birthday Justin!
January 16--Game Night : 6:00-8:45 p.m.  (Tostrud)
January 21--Summer Jobs/Internships (1st years required) 3:15-4:15 
pm in Boe Chapel 110
January 22--Summer Jobs/Internships (1st years required) 2:30-
3:30pm  in Boe Chapel 110
January 30--Final Exams

  Interim
  Events!
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The  Scribe  is a publicaion of the TRiO Student Support Services 
program at St. Olaf College.  It is published quarterly during the 
St. Olaf College  academic year.  Editors reserve the right to add, 
change or delete articles for spacing and clarity.   All   inquiries 
should be addressed to Kathy Glampe,  Director of St. Olaf Student 
Support Services Prgram, St. Olaf College, 1520 St. Olaf Avenue, 

Northfield, MN  55057-1098.

The St. Olaf College Student Support Services (SSS) 
program is a college retention program funded by the 
U.S. Department of Education, St. Olaf College, The 
General Mills Foundation, the Hearst Foundation 
and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute. The SSS 
program is one of three TRIO programs originally 
funded under the Higher Education Act of 1965 
whose objective is to help students overcome class, 
social and cultural barriers to complete their college 
education. The SSS program provides services to 
160 eligible St. Olaf students annually.   


