Project Overview

Immigration in Northfield has been a major component of the
city's history since the 1980s. During that time Latinos began
to come to Northfield in search of employment opportunities
as a result of a farm crisis that left them jobless. This influx of
immigrants raised the population of Latinos to 5.7% in 2000,
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MN Statute 626.8471: Avoiding Racid
Learning Objectives

The legislature finds that the reality or public perception of racial profiling
alienates people from police, hinders community policing efforts, and causes
law enforcement to lose credibility and trust among the people law
enforcement is sworn to protect and serve. No stop initiated by an officer
should be made without a legitimate reason; race, ethnicity, or national origin
alone should never provide a sufficient reason. Law enforcement policies and
training programs must emphasize the need to respect the balance between

the rights of all persons to be free from unreasonable governmental intrusions

Title/services
Janet Lewis Muth Growing Up Healthy

*Marj Evans-De-Carpio Prior employer of Northfield,
serviced Latino population

*Mark Taylor Chief of Police for Northfield

*Father Dennis Dempsey Priest at Saint Dominic's
Catholic Church
*Richard Cook

Current Northfield Sheriff
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He was very adamant that the sheriffs practice impartial policing and
specifically are trained to avoid racial profiling. His moto is “live and let live”
when dealing with members of the Latino community.

Ben Casper: He focused more on the legislative side of immigration and the
politics associated with that. He enlightened us about the future of
immigration law and the necessary logistical aspects of dealing with
immigration. He greatly approved of the ACLU brochure.

Relevant Organizations

Growing Up Healthy (GUH):

GUH seeks to increase the level of community connectedness
experienced by marginalized families in Rice Co. with children under the
age of 5 through the three mterrelated areas of the work of its
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Ideals to Action, Fall 2010
Colin Martin & Megan Gnazzo
Partnership with Growing Up Healthy



