
Assessment of RFV ILO 2

Brief Rationale:

Students completed this assignment on their own after an in-class discussion of the poem
included in the assignment. I created this assignment specifically for the evaluation of RFV ILO
2. I hope it demonstrates how well students in my class are able to connect the relatively
tumultuous religious environment of medieval Scandinavia around the year 1000 to its politics
and artistic (poetic and visual) culture.

ASSIGNMENT:
Active Learning--Religion, Faith, and Values in Medieval Scandinavia.

The goal of this assignment is to help you articulate what the Jelling Stones and Hallfreðr
Óttarsson’s poem tell us about religious life in Scandinavia from ca. 900-1000.

Please answer the following questions. Write a paragraph of 3-4 sentences in response to each
question. In your answers, make specific references to the texts and images. The text of the
poem and images of the Jelling Stones are included below the questions. You can use your book
to help you respond, but you may not use any other materials/websites.

1. How do the poem and the stones demonstrate tensions between the old Norse religion and
the new Christian religion?
2. What can the stones and poem also tell us about the co-existence of these two religious
traditions?
3. And finally, what do the poem and the stones indicate about the connections between
political power and religious belief?



Figure 5.6 The Jelling Stones. Granite. Jelling,
Denmark. Left stone: ca. 936–958. Right stone:
ca. 965. Height: 250 cm.

Inscription: “King Harald ordered these memorials to be
made after Gorm, his father, and Thyre, his mother--that
Harald who had won for himself all Denmark and Norway
and made the Danes Christian.”




