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� LGBTQIA 

- The first three letters refer to sexual orientation (Lesbian, gay, bisexual) 

- The “T” refers to issues of gender identity  

- The “Q” refers anyone who chooses to identify as such which can include, but 
is not limited to, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, intersex and asexual 
people 

- The “I” is a term to describe a person whose biological sex is ambiguous 

- The “A” refers to an Ally, a supporter and advocate for the LGBTQIA population 

� Cisgender 

- Term used to describe people who identify with the gender they were assigned 
at birth

WHAT DOES LGBTQIA STAND FOR? WHAT DOES CISGENDER 
MEAN?

★ Why say ‘cisgender’ instead of ‘non-transgender’? Because, referring to cisgender!
people as ‘non trans’ implies that cisgender people are the default and that being trans!
is abnormal.



WHAT DOES TRANSGENDER MEAN?

� Transgender 

- Umbrella term used for 
people whose gender 
identity differs from what 
is typically associated 
with the sex they were 
assigned at birth. May 
include: trans women, 
trans men, gender fluid/
gender non-conforming 
folks 



WHAT DOES QUEER MEAN?

� Queer 

- An umbrella term to refer to all LGBTQI 
people 

- A political statement, as well as a sexual 
orientation, which advocates breaking binary 
thinking and seeing both sexual orientation 
and gender identity as potentially fluid. 

!
GENDERQUEER:!
Someone who resists categorizing their gender 
identity. They may identity somewhere in the!
middle of the gender spectrum or as neither gender. 
Genderqueer people often use gender!
neutral pronouns such as “they / them.”



� Transgender community  

- Trans includes people who identify at transsexual, genderqueer, non-binary, 
androgyne, two sprit, etc.  

� Drag community 

- Performers who cross-dress for the purpose of entertaining, and the majority of 
drag queens are not trans women 

� Cross-dressing community  

- Wears the clothing and accouterments of the “opposite sex,” and unlike 
transsexuals, they do not seek to live full-time as the opposite sex. Formerly 
referred to as the pejorative term "transvestites," cross-dressers are often 
heterosexual men who wear feminine clothing part-time. Some trans people 
have a cross-dressing history, while not all cross-dressers are trans. 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TRANS, DRAG AND 
CROSS-DRESSING COMMUNITIES?



HOW DOES SEXUAL ORIENTATION DIFFER FROM GENDER 
IDENTITY?

� Gender identity is your own, internal, 
personal sense of being a man or a 
woman  

� Sexual orientation describes a person’s 
enduring physical, romantic, and/or 
emotional attraction to another person 

� Transgender people may be straight, 
lesbian, gay, bisexual or queer 

� Gender identity is your own internal, 
personal sense of self on the gender 
spectrum; whether it be masculine, 
feminine, or somewhere in between 
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★Some trans* people medically transition (with hormones and/or surgery) to align 
their bodies with their gender identity, while some do not.!
!
★Gender identity and sexual orientation are distinct; for example, a trans woman 

might identify as hetero, as a lesbian, as queer, or as anything in between.!
!
★ "Transgendered" is not a word! No one gets “transgendered.” !
★Transgender is an adjective and not a noun.!
!
WRONG: “Tony is a transgender” or “the parade included many 
transgenders.”!
!
RIGHT: “Tony is a transgender man” and “the parade included many 
transgender people.”
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WHY IS TRANSGENDER EQUALITY IMPORTANT? 

� Multiracial transgender and gender non-
conforming people often live in extreme 
poverty, with 23% reporting a household 
income less than $10,000/year !

!
� Transgender people face mistreatment at 

work as 62% are harassed, 12% physically 
assaulted and 9% sexually assaulted !
!

� Most countries and states offer no legal 
protection in housing, employment and 
health care. Multiracial transgender people 
(27%) have reported being refused medical 
care !

!



WHAT DOES TRANSGENDER INEQUALITY LOOK LIKE IN REAL 
LIVES AND IN REAL TIME?

� Transgender and gender non-conforming people face injustice in every 
turn!
!

� Key findings from a study by the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
and the National Center for Transgender Equality:!

!



POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE HEADLINES AROUND TRANS 
ISSUES IN RECENT NEWS



HOW TO RESPECT A TRANSGENDER PERSON

!
� Be with people unconditionally, as you would be with any other person, especially 

where gender is a non-topic in life 
!

� Watch your past tense. When talking of the past try not to use phrases like "when 
you were a previous gender" or "born a man/woman“ 
!

� Use language appropriate to the person's gender 
!

� Respect the transgender person's need for privacy 
!

� Begin to recognize the difference between gender identity and sexuality 
!

� Treat transgender persons the same 
!

� Be supportive



TRANS 101

13



TRANS 101

14

Suggested Bibliography 



TRANS 101

15



TRANS 101

16



TRANS 101

17



TRANS 101

18



TRANS 101

19


