
           
OF FI CE OF TH E PR OV O S T AND D EAN O F T HE C O LL E GE  

  
 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M  

To: Members of the St. Olaf Faculty 

From:  Marci Sortor, Provost and Dean of the College 

Date:  May 21, 2019 

Re: Course FTE Awards for Innovation and Exploration 
 

Grants made as part of the Course FTE Awards serve to provide targeted resources to 
support activities addressing particular institutional goals and needs.   These exist in 
addition to the significant faculty development opportunities available through the Faculty 
Life Committee, the Center for Innovation in the Liberal Arts, and through various grant-
supported projects.  Information about faculty development opportunities available at St. 
Olaf can be found on the Dean of the College “Professional Development” webpage.  
 
Course FTE Awards for Innovation and Exploration: Up to four courses annually are 
available for the purposes of curricular innovation.  While proposals for any type of course 
are welcome, preference shall be given to proposals to offer courses that:  

- Enhance student access—and equity of access—to high impact learning 
experiences 

- Offer Directed Undergraduate Research opportunities and research 
opportunities to student in their first and second years 

- Offering new models of off-campus courses 
- Introduce themes related to diversity into the curriculum of a major or 

concentration, or 
- Explore aspects of “hybrid” (mixed in-class and on-line) instruction.  

Grants of Course FTE Awards include: 
- Internship Reflection Seminars in Norway (Kari Dorer) and Media Studies (Bill 

Sonnega) 
- Math/Bio (Anne Walter and Jean Porterfield) 
- DURs in Physics and Linguistics 
- “Public Health in the US and Abroad and “Intro to Public Health” (Julie Legler and 

Kathryn Zeigler-Graham) 
- “Integration and Action in Environmental Studies” 
- “Introduction to Digital Humanities” (Ka Wong) 
- “Frontiers in Human Aging” (Ashley Hodgson and Jessica Petok) 
- “Coding Music” (Justin Merritt) 
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- “Creativity-Practice and Theory” (Diane LeBlanc) 
- “Statistics and Data Science” (Paul Roback) 
- “Health Aspects of Music” (Kathryn Ananda-Owens) 

 

FTE Course Award Proposal Guidelines.  Proposals may be for FTE for 1-2 years 
continuously, or for up to 4 years on a biannual basis.  Proposal submitters should either be 
department chairs or program directors with their Associate Dean’s support, or faculty 
members who have the support of their department chair and Associate Dean.  The courses 
developed and offered using this FTE shall be, in a sense, “proof of concept,” with the 
expectation that in most cases the faculty members involved are committed to work with 
their chairs or program directors and the Provost to identify means for offering the course 
regularly, should the experiment be successful.  

Proposals should be no longer than two pages.  They should explain the purpose of the 
proposed course(s), identify the time frame for offering the course(s), and outline potential 
implications of these courses for general education, for the major or concentration 
curriculum, or for the portfolio of off-campus study programs.  Proposals can be for courses 
beginning next year or for subsequent years (the latter especially in the case of proposals 
that will need Curriculum Committee and faculty approval).  They should carry the 
endorsement of the department chair or program/concentration director, and of the 
appropriate Associate Dean(s).  New courses must pass through the usual course approval 
process with the Curriculum Committee before being offered. 

There is a single round of proposals annually.  Proposals should be submitted electronically 
to the Dean of the College by October 15, 2019.  Awards will be made within four weeks of 
the deadline by a committee comprised of the Dean’s Council, the Director of the Center for 
Innovation in the Liberal Arts, the chair of the Curriculum Committee (or the chair’s 
designee), and in the case of a proposal for an off-campus study course, the director of 
International and Off-campus Study.   
 


