
Faculty Governance Committee Resolution 20/21-06

The Faculty Governance Committee moves that the faculty recommend to President Anderson
that the Environmental Sustainability Committee be formally established and included in the
Faculty Handbook as Category #3 content.

Rationale
The argument for the establishment of the Environmental Sustainability Committee has been
clearly articulated in a proposal (see below) submitted by Kathy Shea, Professor of Biology and
Environmental Studies and the St. Olaf Natural Lands Curator. As she notes, this committee (or
subcommittee) has, in various forms, been in existence for decades. However, it has never had
a formal acknowledgement of its existence nor its role. The purpose of including it within the
Faculty Handbook is to ensure its continued recognition and relevance. The committee charge
will be defined within the Faculty Handbook, as opposed to the Faculty Manual, since this
particular committee belongs more rightly to the entire St. Olaf community, including faculty,
staff, students, and others.

Proposal for the Environmental Sustainability Committee

March 18, 2021

Kathy Shea, Natural Lands Curator

Outside reviewers of the Natural Lands Program in Fall 2020 (Dan Hornbach from Macalester and
Stuart Allison from Knox College) suggested that the Environmental Concerns Committee (to be
called Environmental Sustainability Committee) be established as a standing committee with a mix
of representatives from faculty, staff/administration and students. The committee was originally
established in 1989 as a sub-committee of the Review and Planning Committee and then its
successor Faculty Governance Committee (FGC).

The purpose of the new Environmental Sustainability Committee (ESC) is to centralize discussion
related to environmental issues, share information, and promote environmental awareness on
campus.

Responsibilities of the committee and issues discussed may include:

● Review of sustainable energy practices

● Review of recycling and reuse programs



● Review of the Natural Lands management plans and educational activities

● Review of sustainable practices in campus construction and renovation

● Work with city of Northfield on land use planning

● Review health and safety practices and student/faculty/staff training

● Review sustainable investment plans of the college

● Discuss long-range environmental planning and use of college land

● Review agricultural practices on college land

● Review college land and resource use related to environmental justice

● Review other issues as they arise

The ESC will report to the Chief Financial Officer (CFO). An annual report will be sent to the CFO and
FGC, as well as being made available to the broader St. Olaf community.  The group will meet as
needed or one-two times a semester and elect its own chair. Membership in this committee, to be
called the Environmental Sustainability Committee, will include:

● Director of Facilities (ex-officio)

● Curator of Natural Lands (ex-officio)

● Treasurer or Chief Investment Officer or representative (ex-officio)

● 3 Faculty representatives appointed by the Faculty Governance Committee
(would serve 2 year terms)

● 1 Representative from Campus Recreation/Athletics (ex-officio)

● 1 Representative from Environmental Health and Safety (ex-officio)

● 2 Students; Environmental Senator (ex-officio) and one more student appointed
in consultation with SGA (would serve one year terms)

Note that an ex-officio member is part of the committee by virtue of their position at the college.
Ex-officio members have voting rights and are included in the determination of a quorum.

Further justification:

Making a standing Environmental Sustainability Committee would encourage the group to consider
economic and social justice components of environmental sustainability, as well as energy and
resource use. If it had official status, people would be more interested in serving on the committee
and it would likely exert more influence/interest than it does as an ad hoc committee. This
committee would provide many of the functions that individual sustainability officers serve on



other campuses.

In discussions about how to best set this up as a standing committee, it was suggested that the
committee be modeled after the Benefits Committee (housed in HR). Because the topic is broader
than academics, discussions with Marci Sorter, Jan Hanson, Dan Dressen, and Kevin Larson suggest
that it be housed in the CFO Division. When officially recognized as a committee it would be listed in
the Faculty Handbook and have its own webpage.


