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WHAT IS RESILIENCY?
MULTI-DIMENSIONAL
• Health & Wellbeing
• Economy & Society
• Infrastructure & Environment
• Leadership & Strategy 

Rockefeller Foundation | City Resilience Framework



THE RESILIENT PLANNING
ACTIONABLE DEFINITION

Resilient Planning pursues Buildings, Communities + Campuses that are:

• Shock Resistant
• Healthy 
• Adaptable + Regenerative 

Through a combination of:

• Diversity 
• Foresight
• Capacity for Self-organization + Learning
C3LivingDesign.org / RELi Resiliency Action List



RESILIENCY OR SUSTAINABILITY?
SUSTAINABILITY   Our Future is at Risk, [ Mitigate + Adapt ] to Improve the future

RESILIENCY That Future Is Arriving, [ Adapt + Mitigate ] the Worst Impacts
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RESILIENCY + SUSTAINABILITY?
It’s NOT Either Or – It’s Both And_



WHAT ARE WE ADAPTING TO?
SDI // PORTLAND //  MAY 21, 2014

The 5 Global (Interlocking) Megatrends:*
Demographic + Social Change

Population Growth: 8 Billion by 2025
Shifting Economic Power

In 2015, World’s Largest Real Economy: China
Rapid Urbanization

Weekly 1.5 Million People added to Urban Population
New York, Beijing, Shanghai, London: $8 Trillion in Future Infrastructure Needs 

Climate Change + Resource Scarcity 
Heavy Weather, Water Crisis, Carbon Pressure on Fossil Fuel

Technological Breakthroughs 
“Business Strategy fit for the Digital Age” 

*PWC: Price waterhouseCoopers Network Global Annual Review 2014 / Megatrends



WHAT ARE WE ADAPTING TO?
SDI // PORTLAND //  MAY 21, 2014

World Economic Forum
2015 Top 5 Risks for the Decade*
In Order of Impact (High Impact + High Likelihood):

1. Water Crisis
2. Interstate Conflict
3. Failure of Climate Change Adaptation
4. Unemployment + Underemployment
5. Extreme Weather Events IM

PA
CT

 ►

LIKELIHOOD ►

The Global Risks Landscape 2015

*896 Global Leaders – Primarily  from the Business Sector



SDI // PORTLAND //  MAY 21, 2014

CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate Vulnerability
Credit Ratings
Credit Downgrades
Insurability
Insurance Rates 



Panoramic Approach
Wholistic, Nested Scales
Diversity, Interdisciplinary 

Risk Adaptation + Mitigation: Acute Events
Hazard Preparedness (Readiness)
Hazard Adaptation + Mitigation

Comprehensive Adaption + Mitigation
Community Vitality + Economics
Productivity, Health + Diversity
Energy, Water + Food
Materials + Artifacts

Innovation + Technology
Applied Creativity

What are your Out-Of-The Box
DISRUPTIVE FACTORS + OPPORTUNITIES?
Resiliency Teasers
• Ash Borer and Maple Decline  
• F3 Tornado / 1000-year Flood / Major Storm Event
• Power Grid Failure 
• Taxed Stormwater Treatment – mandated zero-run-off 
• Cell-Tower / Emergency Communication Loss  
• Free (or drastically reduced tuition) for Public Universities 
• Resident Student Enrollment Drop – demographics, 

technology or reputation impacts
• Summer Semester / 365-day Academic Calendar 
• Mission Shift – changing programs / degrees / partnerships
• Mystery Bequest – major capital gift
• Stock Market Crash/Endowment Drop – 1987 comes again
• I-35 / Cedar Avenue “Continuous Development” Corridor 
• New Energy Technologies – renewable energy storage 

becomes cheap
• Transportation shifts - electric and self-driving cars 
• Public Health / Safe food and water shifts 
• What Else?

RELi Resiliency Action List Categories
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