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exhibitions
Nestled within a liberal arts college, Flaten Art 

Museum’s exhibitions complement the expansive 

academic diversity at st. Olaf College.

4 7





2014–15 exHibitiONs

sePtemBer 12 – octoBer 26, 2014

Highlighting work from Professor of Art Wendell Arneson’s 2013–14 sabbatical, this exhibition also marked 
Arneson’s retirement at the conclusion of the 2014–15 academic year. Arneson’s paintings and drawings utilize 
a visual and conceptual tool of mapping to express ideas about memory, relationships, space, time, and place.

Wendell arneson: 
A SenSe of PlAce
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2014–15 exHibitiONs

seNior shoW
APriL 26 – mAY 24, 2015 

LAstiNg LegAcY 

APriL 28 – mAY 24, 2015

These two annual exhibitions are culminating events in the curricula 
of St. Olaf studio art and art history majors. Cross-disciplinary 
themes ran through the young artist’s work in the Senior Show as 
they drew on academic influences from their four years on the Hill. 
Lasting Legacy showcased pairs of objects from Flaten Art 
Museum’s collection, selected and interpreted by art history 
majors. 
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Accessions
The collection is a valuable tool for teaching and learning across the curriculum. Thanks to the generosity of donors, the museum 
acquired several outstanding objects with which to enhance our pedagogical mission. What follows are a few highlights; for a complete 
list of all 38 of this year’s accessions, jump to page ____.

Andy Warhol (1928-1987)
Endangered Species (San Francisco Silverspot), 1983
Screen print on Lenox Museum Board 
2013.89
Gift of The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc.

Famed Pop artist Andy Warhol is notorious for borrowing the faces of Hollywood actors, musicians, and politicians for his artwork. 
Here, he presents the San Francisco Silverspot with the same hard outlines, flat areas of color, and punchy hues as his depictions of 
celebrities like Marilyn Monroe and Jackie Kennedy.

Käthe Kollwitz (1867-1945)
Working Woman with Sleeping Boy, 1927
Lithograph on Paper
2013.64
Gift of Mavis Canon

Käthe Kollwitz’s emotionally-charged depictions of mothers, families, and wartime figures earned her a reputation as one of the most 
important printmakers of her era. Kollwitz grew up in a family committed to radical social reform. She used printmaking to promote 
awareness of Germany’s working class. 

David Itchkawich
At the Customs Inspector’s Annual Outing 58/100, 1975
Etching on paper
2014.6
Gift of Dan ’69 and Nancy Schneider

This etching of six figures at the beach is characteristic of Itchkawich’s work: playful and inventive, with a touch of humor.  The editioned 
print was donated with two preliminary “pulls” taken from the same plate at different stages of development. Together, the three states 
illustrate the artist’s working method and expose the oft-hidden progression of a work of art.

education
Visual art enriches the liberal arts experience. Flaten Museum offers 

interdisciplinary learning opportunities and customized curricula to 

foster critical engagement with visual art.
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Kate fisher’s Art 207: Ceramics students compared form, material, and meaning in vessels from across the globe.

Jake erickson’s religion 230: The Theology of Creation students studied six objects on the topic of theology, creativity, and 
environmentalism. 

Dean Krouk’s Norwegian 246: Edvard Munch and Nordic Literature students examined nine works by Munch and the artist’s 
impact on Norwegian literature.

Louis epstein’s music 345: Race, Identity and Representation in American Music History students blogged about and 
borrowed 10 objects for their Rølvaag exhibition.

tiffany Ng’s music 342: Music of the Baroque Era students studied eight paintings, exploring Baroque crossover in visual art 
and music.

carleton college’s Jessica Keating borrowed three Albrecht Dürer prints for her Early Modern Art History course. 
(She reported, “Wow. Your Dürer holdings are  impressive!”)
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2014–15 eDUCAtiON

What faculty say… 

“A museum visit and class session with Zackary Drucker were central to course content and a specific 

writing assignment. [My students reported that] ‘reading’ one of Drucker’s photos through a gender studies 

framework was challenging. Drucker’s visit was a useful forum to discuss artist intent and reader participation 

in the creation of meaning.” 

 — DIANE LEBLANC, DIRECTOR OF WRITING AND ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

“Sitting on the floor beneath the wonderful black and white photos [in Selma to Montgomery] was an important 

setting for our discussion about the civil rights movement, including my own experience in 1967 in a small town 

near Selma, Alabama. I appreciate the current emphasis on using the Flaten Art Museum in connection with 

coursework.” 

— BRUCE NORDSTROM-LOEB, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY

“Music often seems like an indirect way of illustrating our nation’s history, but our study of physical objects in 
the Flaten Art Museum’s collection actually made the musical evidence visceral and immediate. Even better, 
my students were able to use the collection to practice relating visual and musical representations of race and 
identity.” 
 — LOUIS EPSTEIN, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF MUSIC







Accessions
List
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Wendell H. Arneson 
Ascension 
mixed media on paper 
Gift from Wendell H. Arneson

Terrance Guardipee
Yellow Thunder/Blackfeet Warrior
oil on ledger paper
Gift of John D. and Lois M. Armstrong

Zackary Drucker
Distance is where the heart is, home is where 
you hang your heart, #13 
digital pigment print on paper
Gift of Luis De Jesus Los Angeles 

Wendell H. Arneson
Ark
oil on canvas
Gift of Wendell H. Arneson

Noah Sanders ‘14
Ikon #1: Messenger (Isaiah 61:1-3)
oil on canvas
Purchased by College Ministry Office

Noah Sanders ‘14
Ikon #2: Proclamation (Revelation 14:6-7)
oil on canvas
Purchased by College Ministry Office

Tanner Roe ‘15
Decisions 
wood
Purchased by St. Olaf College Biology 
Department
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Flaten Art Museum is grateful for many donors 
whose generosity is advancing the mission and 
impact of the museum. This year, we recognize the 
leadership of two families whose brand new gifts are 
paving the way for Flaten Art Museum’s future.
 

The Glen H. and Shirley Beito Gronlund Annual 
Exhibition Series Fund

Glen H. Gronlund ’55 and Shirley Beito Gronlund ’56 
established a five-year gift to support expenses 
associated with one exhibition each year. In 
its inaugural year, the fund supported Selma to 
Montgomery: Marching Along the Voting Rights Trail. 

The Arnold Ostebee ’72 and Kay Smith Endowed 
Fund for Mathematical Art

Arnold Ostebee ’72 and Kay Smith joined the 
St. Olaf College faculty in 1980 as members of 
the Mathematics Department. This endowed 
fund reflects their interest in and appreciation for 
interactions between mathematics and the visual 
arts. The fund supports the acquisition, display, and 
conservation of artworks that combine mathematics 
and visual art. 

DONORS
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2014–15 iNFOrMAtiON

museum staff
Jane Becker Nelson ’04, Director (.75 FTE)
Mona Weselmann, Collections Specialist (.5 FTE)

student museum Assistant graduate 
school, Job, and internship Placement

Liz Brindley ‘15, Curatorial Intern, Georgia O’Keeffe 
Museum, Santa Fe, New Mexico

ola faleti ’15, Editorial Intern, Dictionary.com, Oakland, 
California

Daniel martinson’16, Family Support Intern, Project for 
Pride in Living, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Nicole Valencia ’15, Vision Therapist in Training, 
McDonald Eye Care, Lakeville, Minnesota

madison Van Wylen ’ 16, Intern, Neuger 
Communications, Northfield, Minnesota

evan Weselmann ’17, CURI Summer Research Student, 
St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota

Keyu Yan ’18,, Curatorial and Collection Intern, Red 
Gate Gallery, Beijing, China

student museum Assistants
Liz Brindley ’15
Daniel Bynum ’15
Jeanette Byrnes ’17
Thomas Dunning ’15
Chris Hager ’16
Stephanie Lewis ’16
Daniel Martinson ’16
Pumla Maswanganyi ’16
Jordyn Myhran ’16
Kayla Skibbe ’16
Sophia Skoglund ’18
Nicole Valencia ’15
Shivani Vyas ’17
Madison Van Wylen ’16
Evan Weselmann ’17
Keyu Yan ’18

Advisory task force
christopher Atkins, Minnesota Artists Exhibition Program 
Coordinator, Minneapolis Institute of Arts

taylor Davis ’16, student

Dan Dressen, Associate Provost, Professor of Music

mary griep, Professor of Art, Associate Dean of Fine Arts

Jane Becker Nelson, Director, Flaten Art Museum

mary titus, Professor of English and English Department 
Chair

Nancy thompson, Associate Professor of Art History and 
Art and Art History Department Chair 

mona Weselmann, Collections Specialist, Flaten Art 
Museum
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