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The Cost of a College Education:  
St. Olaf’s Response
By	DAv i D	R . 	A N D e R s O N	’ 74	

Acknowledging	concerns	about	the	cost	of	a	college	
education,	st.	Olaf	President	David	R.	Anderson	
forthrightly	addresses	the	challenges	that	families	and	
students	are	facing	—	and	what	st.	Olaf	is	doing	about	it.

Solid Foundations
By	C A RO l e	l e i g H	e N g B lO M

Updating	aging	residence	halls	has	become	a	priority	
	on	Manitou	Heights.

Buried Treasure 
By	M A R l A	H i l l	H O lT	 ’ 8 8	

Avast!	Historian	steve	Hahn’s	investigation	into	the	real	
pirates	of	the	Caribbean	challenges	our	romanticized		
notions	of	the	men	who	sailed	under	the	Jolly	Roger.

World Views 2012
P H OTO	e s s Ay

Winning	student	entries	from	the	annual	gimse	
international	and	Off-Campus	studies	Photo	Contest	
feature	images	from	China,	ecuador,	italy,	New	york	City,	
New	Zealand,	and	more.

Portrait: Building Relationships
By	N A N C y	CROT T i

Kathryn	M.	lohre	’99,	president	of	the	National	Council		
of	Churches,	is	providing	leadership	and	seeking	unity.

Alumni Achievement
By	B R A D l e y	W e s T	 ’ 1 3 , 	K y l e	s CH U T	 ’ 1 3 ,	 	
C A RO l e	l e i g H	e N g B lO M ,	J . 	T RO U T	lOW e N

st.	Olaf	honors	three	alumni	for	their	lifelong	achievements	
and	professional	contributions:	Mark	B.	Brown	’78,		
samuel	l.	Hanson	’61,	and	steven	H.	Miles	’72.

Almanac: The Golden Girl
By	s U s A N	H v i s T e N DA H l	 ’6 8
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the first word

Dear Oles,

This issue of St. Olaf Magazine touches on three interrelated topics: the kind of 

investment required to run a college; the kinds of things that happen at a college;  

and what the outcomes can be of a great college education.

One of the purposes of a college magazine is to promote discussion not just of the college’s 

many successes and promising new initiatives but also of difficult topics that are on everyone’s 

mind. That is what I seek to do by taking on the subject of college costs in this issue. My goal  

is to provide a forthright discussion of how we are thinking about college costs at St. Olaf,  

what we are doing about them, and what direction we see them taking in the future. 

“Solid Foundations,” an article about our residence halls and especially about our initiative 

to renew them, continues the theme of investment. Our physical plant represents our largest 

financial asset, and we bear a responsibility to care for that asset, both to preserve its value and 

to support the College’s mission. These two articles provide insight into the investment required 

to run a college and how that investment can be managed.

The article about Professor Steve Hahn’s research into pirates, the arresting images from the 

Gimse International and Off-Campus Studies Photo Contest, and the report on the activities  

of the Leaders for Social Change this past summer all showcase the kinds of things that are 

enabled by the investment students, their families, donors, and friends make in a college. 

Professor Hahn’s research creates new knowledge by telling the story of people who have no 

written history. International and off-campus study — an area in which St. Olaf has provided 

leadership to higher education for decades — and the Leaders for Social Change Program 

extend the classroom across the globe and into communities to prepare students for a globalized 

world and for lives marked by service to others.

The profiles of Kathryn M. Lohre ’99 and of our alumni award recipients, Mark B. Brown ’78, 

Samuel L. Hanson ’61, and Steven H. Miles ’72, exemplify the kind of return on investment 

that St. Olaf produces. The stories of all of these accomplished Oles keep coming back to the 

pivotal role their St. Olaf experience played in preparing them for lives marked by professional 

accomplishment and personal fulfillment. Their lives exemplify the kinds of outcomes St. Olaf 

aspires to for its graduates.

Is college expensive? Yes. Should we be working hard to constrain that cost? Absolutely.  

Does the return on investment create a compelling value proposition? Clearly. That is the 

challenge for St. Olaf and for every one of the nation’s leading liberal arts colleges: to  

provide the experience that students both want and deserve at a price they can afford.  

We are committed to meeting that challenge.

“the stories of these  

accomplished oles  

come back to the pivotal 

role their st. olaf 

experience played in 

preparing them for lives 

marked by professional 

accomplishment and 

personal fulfillment.”

F r o M  p r E s i d E n t  d A v i d  r .  A n d E r s o n  ‘ 7 4

64663_Fall2012_CS5.indd   2 9/14/12   8:08 PM



 F A l l  2 0 1 2  3

MEn’S TRAck And FiEld
the men’s team ended its season with a sev-
enth place finish at the MiAc’s. the team 
finished second in the 4x800 relay with grant 
wintheiser ’15, Anders nienstaedt ’12, brian 
tomlinson ’13 and brian saksa ’14 at a clip of 
7:43.08, which bettered the old stadium record. 
J.b. tut ’14 added a third place effort in the high 
jump, while st. olaf took four of the eight scor-
ing spots in the 1,500. stefan lemke ’14 and 
brian saksa ’14 were second and third, while 
grant wintheiser was fourth. reid gilbertson ’12 
rounded out the scorers with a seventh place 
run. brandon berger ’15 collected a third place 
effort in the 110 meter hurdles and was fifth in 
the triple jump.

WOMEn’S TRAck And FiEld
the st. olaf women’s team was sev-
enth at the MiAc outdoor track and 
Field championships. Emma lee ’13, 
who finished third in the MiAc in the 
5,000 and fourth in the 10,000, quali-
fied for the ncAA division iii outdoor 
track and Field championships, where 
she finished tenth. Maren westby ’12 
finished second at the MiAc’s in the 
1,500 as one of four oles in the top 
five in the event. dani larson ’15 was 
second in the high jump and fifth in the 
100-meter hurdles. teammate Elise raney ’14  
finished fourth in the high jump.

WOMEn’S GOlF 
Molly Erickson ’13 fired a final round of 76 to 
finish in a three-way second place tie overall, one 
stroke off the winning score, leading the oles to 
a ninth place finish at the ncAA division iii 
championships. the team score of 314 matched 
the first round as their best of the champion-
ships and was the third best score of the season. 
After Erickson’s only double bogey on the 11th 
hole, she made pars on 14 of the final 16 holes. 
the ncAA appearance was the first in school 
history for st. olaf. vanessa Kleckner ’12 was 
named to the capital one Academic All-district 
At-large team and was also the recipient of the 
Elite 89 award for the 2012 ncAA division iii 
women’s golf championships.

WOMEn’S TEnniS
the women’s tennis team went 11–7 overall and 
7–3 in league action to finish third in the MiAc. 
the team won its postseason opener, advanc-
ing to the MiAc semifinals. Four members 
of the team earned All-MiAc honors: caitlin 
harper ’12, christine Muller ’12, Julia Ellis ’13, 
and Kristi Kroker ’15 were named all-conference 
for singles, while harper and Muller were also 
recognized for their doubles play.

MEn’S TEnniS
the men’s tennis team went 15–4 overall and 7–2 
in MiAc play, finishing third in the league. Four 
members of the team earned All-MiAc honors: 
Andy catania ’13, Knute gundersen ’12, John 
wight ’12, and stephen nolan ’15 were named 
all-conference for singles, while catania and 
wight were also recognized for their doubles 
play. the honors were the first for gundersen, 
nolan, and catania, while wight was named  
All-MiAc for the second time in singles.

SOFTbAll
the ole softball team went 18–22 overall and 
10–12 in MiAc play. catcher Maggie scholer ’13 
and pitchers Amy prok ’13 and Jess green ’14 
were named All-MiAc honorable mention. 
scholer hit .261 overall and .235 in league  
play with six doubles and four homers. green 
was 6–5 in league play with a 3.12 ErA in 11 
games. prok went 4–7 with a 3.38 ErA in  
70 1/3 innings.

bASEbAll
the team finished the season 14–25 overall and 
6–14 in MiAc play. nick Kulla ’14 was named to 
the MiAc’s all-defensive team. Kulla, who was 
an All-MiAc pick as a first-year in 2011, made 
only two errors during conference play and 
fielded .972 during the season.

on the hill
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Ole athletics spring 2012 highlights

stolaf.edu/athletics
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on the hill

Hands-on Medicine
when gaylan rockswold ’62 was a student 

at st. olaf college, one of the only ways 
he could gain hands-on experience in the medi-
cal world was to work as a surgical orderly.

“i spent most of that time scrubbing floors 
and carting patients around,” he says.

now a highly distinguished neurosurgeon 
at the hennepin county Medical center (hcMc) 
in Minneapolis, where he has worked for thirty- 
seven years and has served as the chief of  
neurosurgery, rockswold wanted to give 
today’s st. olaf students a more meaningful 
experience, one that would enable them to be 
deeply involved in the daily work of medical 
professionals.

so he designed a summer clinical and 
research program in which students work with 
physicians and administrators in a variety of 
departments at hcMc. he and his wife, Mary 
garnaas rockswold ’63, established an endow-
ment at the college to fund the program, which 
currently is in its pilot year and will likely be 
expanded in future summers.

the program provides students with the 
type of training and immersion that would have 
been unimaginable when rockswold was a  
student. it gives undergraduates a level of 
access and experience normally reserved for 
medical school students.

the first three oles to take advantage of this 
collaboration between st. olaf and hcMc are 

daniel dyer ’13, Andrew sathoff ’13, and Erin 
Kelly ’14. dyer and sathoff, who both plan to 
attend medical school, worked directly with 
doctors and surgeons throughout the hospital, 
shadowing them as they did their rounds and 
scrubbing in to observe everything from surger-
ies to births. Kelly, who is considering a career in 

public health or epidemiology, worked with hos-
pital administrators on programs that address 
health care payments and readmission rates.

during the 10-week internship, dyer and 
sathoff participated in clinical rotations 
through eight different specialties, including 
pediatrics, radiology, general surgery, psychia-
try, and the emergency room. this schedule of 
rotations allowed them to work with a wide 
range of hospital staff members and in a vari-
ety of medical settings.

Kelly assisted with a two-year pilot pro-
gram that aims to provide low-income patients 
with the best health care at low costs. she also 
created statistical models to predict the 
chance that a patient will be readmitted to the 
hospital after receiving treatment.

the medical center is known for providing 
care to vulnerable, diverse, and underserved 
populations regardless of their ability to pay 
for medical services. “no patient is ever turned 
away or denied the necessary care,” 
rockswold explains.

this commitment to helping all those in 
need is why rockswold believes st. olaf and 
hcMc are so well-matched. “the two institu-
tions both believe in service as vocation, in the 
idea that you need to make a living and need to 
help others,” he says. “that is what inspired me 
to bring the two institutions together through 
this internship.

A Summer of Hands-on learning
throughout the academic year and into the summer months, st. olaf students have opportunities to participate in a wide variety 
of professional internships and research projects, which are conducted both on and off campus. these experiences enrich not 
only the professional skills of undergraduates, who learn what it means to be a practicing scholar in their fields of interest, but  
it also provides them with invaluable skills they can use in graduate school and in their future careers.

Undergraduate Research  collaborative student-faculty research and inquiry was 
conducted this summer by eighty-nine students majoring in the humanities, fine arts, mathematics, 
computer science, and interdisciplinary studies, and the natural and social sciences.

(l–R) erin Kelly ’14, 
andrew Sathoff ’13, 
gaylan Rockswold ’62, 
and Daniel Dyer ’13
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Making connections  
in Rural Minnesota 
with the support of a $3,000 entrepreneurship 
grant from the piper center for vocation and 
career, darrin steffl ’13 launched a company 
called Minnesota wiFi that offers affordable, 
high-speed internet to residents in rural 
Minnesota. he spent the summer installing 
antennas and selling internet service to custom-
ers in his hometown of Kasson, Minnesota, and 
he plans to expand his business rapidly after 
graduating next year. his ultimate goal is to 
cover all of southeastern Minnesota. “i want to 
stay hands-on with this business until i get 
10,000 customers,” steffl says. 

Filmmaking in a Foreign language  Associate professor of russian Marc robinson 
launched a new academic internship that sent five students to work at russia’s Mosfilm, one of the 
oldest and largest film studios in Europe. rosa haxton ’14, beau hudak ’13, Andrew lindvall ’14, 
sterling Melcher ’14, and Adam wolinsky ’14 all got the chance to gain practical experience in film 
production while polishing their russian language skills. while at the studio, the oles did everything 
from editing subtitles to helping construct sets to acting as extras in russian soap operas.

new Research course 
Takes Students to Greece
Annemarie smith ’12, Alisha Kasparec ’13, 
daniel Mcnamara ’13, and rebecca Frank ’14 
traveled to greece with Associate professor of 
history tim howe to study artifacts dating back 
to the sixth century, in connection with their 
research on Alexander the great and ancient 
Macedonia. howe designed the course to introduce students to the research methods necessary to 
succeed in the humanities. After studying artifacts at museums in Athens, traveling throughout 
greece, and writing their research papers, the students were invited to present their findings at the 
10th international conference on history: From Ancient to Modern. As the only undergraduates at 
the conference, the oles had ample opportunities to network with historical scholars.

on the hill

Mayo innovation Program
casey Keyes ’12, sarah Fleming ’12, Apoorva 
pasricha ’14, and ryan Johnsrud ’14 took part in 
the first Mayo innovation summer program, an 
expansion of the Mayo innovation scholars 
program that st. olaf alumnus John Meslow ’60 
founded in 2006. the program engages science 
and economics students in evaluating the com-
mercial potential for inventions and discoveries 
by Mayo clinic physicians and researchers.

the team of students evaluated the market-
ability of an online learning curriculum that 
david Farley, a Mayo clinic surgeon, had cre-
ated. they were responsible for designing every 
step of their four-week project, which included 
conducting market research, surveying surgical 
residents, and evaluating the efficacy of the 
educational tools. the project culminated in a 
presentation of their findings that Farley called 
“extraordinary, analytical, and engaging.”

Student Researches HiV  
at Prestigious institute
After being accepted into the prestigious 
research Experience for undergraduates pro-
gram at the national institute for Mathematical 

and biological 
synthesis, Kelly 
hennessey ’13 
spent eight weeks 
creating math-
ematical models 
to predict how the 
hiv virus evolves 
in the body upon 
initial infection. 
hennessey worked 
alongside postdoc-

toral researchers and two other undergraduates 
as they examined how the virus can survive 
despite the immune system’s strong response 
to the initial infection.
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The

Cost
of a

C o l l e g e
EduCation
S t .  O l a f ’ S  R e S p O n S e

 C
ol l e g e  c os t s  h av e  r e ac h e d 
levels that strain the financial capacity 

of students and their families and that 

undermine the public’s faith in our insti-

tutions of higher education and the value 

proposition they offer. Elected officials, policy makers, 

parents, and students are all expressing concern about 

the impact of college costs on access to higher education 

and on the ability of graduates to flourish financially 

after college given prevailing economic conditions and 

the overhang of student debt. 

Trends in College Pricing 2011, a report by the College Board, 
shows how after two decades in which the rise in college costs 
steadily matched the rise in mean family income, the last decade has 
seen declining family income set against modest, but continuing, 
annual increases in the average cost of colleges like St. Olaf. The 
cumulative effect of those increases is challenging for our students 
and their families. Very simply, college continues to get more expen-
sive, while the resources available to families to pay for it decline.

By David R. Anderson ’74
p h o t o s  B y  t o m  R o s t e R
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On the first of September,  
865 first-year students and 

their families were welcomed 
to St. Olaf. among the arrivals 
were Duncan Blue ’16, a native 

of Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin, 
his parents, Scott and Pamela, 

and his little sister, Hannah. 
While Duncan hasn’t settled 
on a major, he’s interested in 

chemistry, math, and theater.
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It is important to keep in mind that 
such data reflect the average annual pub-
lished price at private nonprofit four-year 
colleges like St. Olaf. Because these insti-
tutions nearly all engage in the practice 
of tuition discounting (where need-based 
and/or merit-based financial aid reduces 
the actual cost for many students), the 
net price — or what students and their 
families pay after financial aid — is 
actually lower than the published price. 
Nevertheless, the fact remains that col-
lege costs are rising at a faster rate than 
mean family income, and while financial 
aid often includes loans that ease the bur-
den during college, those loans increase 
the burden on graduates starting out in 

life as independent adults. This is true 
even at St. Olaf, where we meet the dem-
onstrated need of every student we enroll 
and where 84 percent of our students 
receive some form of financial aid.

This trend places students and their 
families in a difficult position, because 
— despite increasing levels of student 
debt and a sluggish economic recovery 
— a college degree remains essential 
for those who aspire to join or remain 
in the middle class or higher. A new 
report called The College Advantage: 
Weathering the Economic Storm, pub-
lished by the Georgetown University 
Center on Education and the Workforce, 
demonstrates that “college has proved 

to be the best umbrella in this historic 
economic storm and the best prepara-
tion for the economy that is emerging in 
recovery.” The report details the advan-
tages college graduates experience in 
terms of employment, earnings, and job 
prospects in an improving economy. 

Why have college costs 
risen so dramatically over  
the past three decades, and 

why do they continue to rise? Two econ-
omists at the College of William and 
Mary, Robert B. Archibald and David 
H. Feldman, have studied that question 
in Why Does College Cost So Much? 
(Oxford, 2011). In brief, they argue that 
college costs follow the same trajectory 
as a set of other “personal-service indus-
tries,” such as health care or accounting. 
In these industries, they argue, the qual-
ity of the experience delivered is deter-
mined by the time and effort expended 
by the professional who delivers it, and 
thus it is difficult to increase productiv-
ity without diminishing the value of the 
service. It will be interesting to see 

Physics major trevor Knapp ’13 uses 
a high precision optical spectrometer 
to study how light interacts with a 
large crystal of pure quartz.

T h e  S T.  o l a f  S T r aT e g i C  p l a n  C o m m i T S  

To  C o n S T r a i n i n g  f u T u r e  p r i C e  i n C r e a S e S  

To  w i T h i n  1  p e r C e n T  o r  l e S S  o f  T h e  a n n u a l 

i n C r e a S e  i n  T h e  C o n S u m e r  p r i C e  i n d e x .
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whether MOOCs (massively open  
online courses) of the kind recently 
announced by Harvard, MIT, and 
Stanford, will demonstrate, contrary to 
Archibald and Feldman’s claim, that 
higher-education productivity can in fact 
be dramatically increased, costs dra-
matically lowered through technology, 
and quality preserved. 

Compensation for faculty and staff is 
the largest expenditure in the College’s 
budget, but there are other cost drivers 
as well. There’s no doubt that teaching 
and learning in the sciences have been 
greatly enhanced by Regents Hall and 
the equipment in it, or that students have 
more access to participation in high-
quality musical ensembles as a result of 
the growth in the number of ensembles 
at St. Olaf, or that investments the 
College has made in computers and  
computing infrastructure have enabled 
new and better kinds of learning; but 
these and many other enhancements 
have all come at a price.

What is the way forward? Two things 
seem both clear and mutually exclusive: 
(1) college costs relative to family income 

cannot continue to rise in the coming 
decade as they have in the past decade; 
and (2) our students and their families, 
and our own aspirations as an institu-
tion, are going to continue to drive us 
to enhance the St. Olaf experience, and 
those enhancements will make it more 
difficult to constrain costs.

Hand-wringing about college costs 
won’t solve the problem, which is why 
the strategic plan approved in May 2011 
by the Board of Regents addresses the 
cost issue directly. It commits to reducing 
expenditures, seeking alternative revenue 
sources to take some of the burden of 
paying for college off students and  
their families, imposing discipline on 
price increases, engaging in meaningful  

program evaluation, and strengthening 
St. Olaf’s value proposition. 

Our strategic plan commits to con-
straining future price increases to within 
1 percent or less of the annual increase 
in the Consumer Price Index. Perhaps 
the most common complaint voiced in 
discussions of college costs is the appar-
ent lack of alignment between prevailing 
economic conditions (as reflected in the 
CPI) and college pricing. St. Olaf’s costs 
will rise in the future. So will those of 
every family in America. In the strategic 
plan, the College commits to aligning 
any future price increases with those that 
families are experiencing, using the CPI 
as a proxy for the cost of living. This is 
an ambitious commitment. The goal is 
for any future increase in St. Olaf’s price 
to make sense to families of current and 
prospective students because it reflects 
what they are experiencing in their own 
economic lives.

The plan also commits the College to 
generating a minimum of 2.5 percent net 
operating revenue each year. Net operat-
ing revenue is the amount left over at the 
end of the fiscal year after the College has 

Senior Christine Barringer, of 
littleton, Colorado, is majoring 
in math and psychology, and 
concentrating in statistics. She’s 
also on the Ole women’s soccer 
team and works with the college 
chapter of Habitat for Humanity.

Senior Christine Barringer, of 
littleton, Colorado, is majoring 
in math and psychology, and 
concentrating in statistics. She’s 
also on the Ole women’s soccer 
team and works with the college 
chapter of Habitat for Humanity. 

p h i l a n T h r o p y  C a n 

b e  a  g a m e  C h a n g e r 

f o r  T h e  C o l l e g e 

C o S T  i S S u e .
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collected all of its revenue and paid all of 
its expenses. It is important to remember 
that even nonprofit organizations need 
to generate operating revenue in order 
to remain financially viable. The phrase 
“No margin, No mission” expresses this 
idea succinctly. Net operating revenue 
enables the College to go beyond fund-
ing its daily operations to enhance  
buildings, purchase new equipment, 
fund innovation, and so forth. This  
element of the plan commits St. Olaf to 
operating the institution in such a way 
that we annually generate funds that 
help to move the College forward. 

Constraining the ability to raise new 
revenue through price increases and 
requiring a minimum 2.5 percent annual 
net operating revenue after expenses will 
squeeze the College’s annual operating 
budget. Recognizing that simple reality, 
the plan also calls for the College to take 
$2 million out of its operating budget. 

one of the ways organi-
zations can remain financially 
viable, even in an environment 

where there are both constraints on  
revenue and upward pressures on price, 
is by choosing what to do and what not 
to do, and by prioritizing among those 
things they choose to do. Even if the need 
to remain up to date and competitive 
with peers drives college costs up by 
requiring new investments in programs 
and technologies, institutions can offset 
some of those increased costs by decreas-
ing their investments elsewhere. 

The St. Olaf strategic plan calls upon 
us to evaluate all operations system-
atically and be willing to make difficult 
decisions about which programs to  
sustain or expand. This is the element  
of the strategic plan that makes many 
people uncomfortable, because it raises 
the possibility that a favorite program 
will receive less support or be discontin-
ued altogether. St. Olaf has many, many 
programs, and every one of them has 
ardent supporters. If we looked honestly 
at ourselves in the mirror, we would have 
to say that we excel at starting things, 
but we have a poor record of ending 
them. A model for organizational growth 
that is purely additive just doesn’t make 
sense in today’s environment.

These elements of the plan all speak 
to various kinds of discipline the College 
has committed to in order to address 
concerns about price. But St. Olaf contin-
ues to aspire to excellence. Consequently, 
it will continue to have needs, its costs 
will continue to rise, and it will require 
additional revenue. To address those 
needs, the plan commits to generating 
additional revenue from non-tuition 
sources in two ways: by generating  
$1 million more from operations (such 
as various auxiliary enterprises like the 
bookstore) and by substantially increas-
ing philanthropic support for St. Olaf. 

Philanthropy can be a game changer 
for the college cost issue by providing 
funds to close the gap between what fam-
ilies can reasonably be expected to pay 
for a St. Olaf education and what it costs 
to provide that education. Philanthropy 
can help to reduce the amount of loans 
in financial aid packages, or eliminate it 
all together. It can increase the number 
and amount of scholarships. It can relieve 
the operating budget of all or some of its 
second largest cost (beyond personnel). 
The opportunity here is very significant.

Wh at e v e r  p r i c e  t h e  
college charges, students and 
their families have to feel 

that they are receiving excellent value for 
their investment, and they need evidence 
to inform their thinking. For this reason, 
the strategic plan also calls upon us to 
strengthen the College’s value proposi-
tion. Our commitment to a residential 
liberal arts education is unwavering, 
and we have thought long and deeply 
over the years about how to articulate 
the value of that experience. The same 

is true for our identity as a college in 
the Lutheran tradition that is commit-
ted to supporting our students in their 
faith development. But we can and will 
improve our ability to measure those 
outcomes of the St. Olaf experience that 
demonstrate that our graduates go on to 
attain financial independence, profes-
sional accomplishment, and personal 
fulfillment. We began that effort this 
year with a comprehensive report on 
the employment outcomes of our 2011 
graduates. We know where 92 percent 
of them are, and of that group we know 
that 98 percent are either employed or in 
graduate school. On our website, under 
the rubric “Return on Investment in a  
St. Olaf Education,” we display where 
those graduates are employed and where 
they are studying, and we organize that 
information by region and major.

Our students and their families  
treasure the education St. Olaf offers, 
and Oles everywhere treasure their  
experiences at the College. Our reputa-
tion is strong, and the widespread regard 
and affection for the College is one of 
our most valuable assets. By forthrightly 
acknowledging concerns about college 
costs and by offering realistic responses 
to them, the College seeks to show 
that it is attentive to the concerns of 
the public and members of the St. Olaf 
family and is able to respond to them. 
We remain grateful to Oles and friends 
everywhere whose gifts of time and  
treasure help us to achieve excellence 
in our program while maintaining our 
commitment to meet the financial need 
of all of our students. 

The coming years are going to be 
very challenging for St. Olaf as we con-
tinue to aspire to offer the best possible 
experience for our students without  
pricing ourselves out of the reach of 
families. That will require us to be inno-
vative, to make judgments about what 
our most important priorities are, to be 
prepared to stop doing some things, and 
to focus on what is best for the College 
as a whole. I welcome your thoughts on 
this or any other topic, and I thank you 
for your care for our College. 

dAVid R.  AndERSOn ’74  is president  
of st. olaf college.

S T u d e n T S  a n d 

T h e i r  fa m i l i e S  h av e 

To  f e e l  T h aT  T h e y 

a r e  r e C e i v i n g 

e xC e l l e n T  va l u e  f o r 

T h e i r  i n v e S T m e n T.

64663_Fall2012_CS5.indd   10 9/14/12   8:08 PM



	 F a l l 	 2 0 1 2 	 1 1

By Carole Leigh Engblom

Solid
Foundations
U pdati ng ag i ng r es i de nce hall s ha s b eco m e a pr io r it y o n man ito U h e ig hts . 

St. olaf, an intensely residential 

college since its inception, has long given 
careful thought to the community it offers 

students. Oles who live together as roommates 
and neighbors form strong bonds built on 
friendships, shared memories, and everyday 
experiences — in residence halls and in the 
classroom, in labs and in practice rooms, on 
sand volleyball and basketball courts, over 
meals in Stav and picnics in Norway Valley.

Living in community also necessitates the need for 

compromise, negotiation, and sensitivity to each other. 

As part of a residential community, students find sup-

port among their peers and professors as they explore 

who they are, what they believe, and what they want to 

do with their lives after graduation. Whether studying 

or relaxing together, conducting research or going on 

tour together, having a Great Conversation or convers-

ing in Japanese, one thing remains constant: Oles know 

each other, because they all live in the same place.

photos by  tom roster  and the  shaw-olson center for college  h istory
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WHERE yOU liVE MATTERS

N i n e t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  s t .  o l a f  s t u d e n t s 
live on Manitou Heights, in one of eleven co-ed residence 
halls encircling the academic heart of the campus, or in 

one of twenty-one college houses. First-year students live in 
Ellingson, Hoyme, Hilleboe-Kittelsby, Mohn, and Kildahl Halls. 
This year they’ll also live in Larson Hall. Upperclassmen and 
women can choose from all residence halls, which includes 
Thorson, Rand, Ytterboe, Mellby, and Larson Halls, or one  
of the college houses.

With the current round of renovations to academic buildings 
nearing completion, the college has turned its attention to updat-
ing the aging residence halls, making it a priority in the strategic 
plan. The goal is to increase comfort while also saving energy.  

For the past two years, renovations have been in full swing 
throughout the summer months as first-year residence halls began 
to receive much needed face-lifts, giving them new life cycles and 
making them economically and environmentally sound.

“Through a lot of hard work by very many people, St. Olaf 
has been able to fund building renewals that are long overdue,” says 
Pete Sandberg, assistant vice president for facilities. “Academics are 
always first, but we aspire to offer a high quality residential experi-
ence. Facilities contribute to that. However, they can also detract 
from the total experience if left far behind their renewal life cycles.”

With an eye toward the future and in keeping with the ongoing 
environmental efforts on campus, Sandberg points out that the 
most sustainable buildings can be the ones that are not built from 
scratch, as evidenced by Boe Memorial Chapel, Dittmann Center, 

and Tomson Hall. 
“There are tremendous resources invested in our exist-

ing structures,” he says. “To let a building deteriorate and 
ultimately replace it is to waste all that. Because our fore-
bearers planned, designed, and built well, our residences 
can be adapted to a world more concerned about energy 
use, conservation, and healthful living.”

The first phase of the renovations began in the summer 
of 2011 with Ellingson Hall. Ellingson was fitted with new, 
energy-efficient windows and window coverings, recyclable 
carpet tiles in student rooms, low-maintenance quarry  
tiles in the hallways, ventilation improvements, and new 
plumbing and bathrooms. Ceilings were replaced and 
rooms repainted. 

This summer Hoyme Hall was renovated, updated to 
equal Ellingson, and then some. Hoyme was also given a new 
electrical system and lighting, a new fire alarm system and 
fire sprinklers, improved ventilation for student rooms, an 
overall conversion of low-pressure steam heat to hot water, 
building insulation, and corridor lighting controlled by 
motion sensors. Ellingson will receive additional improve-
ments in a second phase during the summer of 2013.

Other residential improvements include improved side-
walks and lighting on the roadways, and better elevator 
accessibility in Mohn and Larson. 

“We’re just now starting to map out the subsequent 
buildings and phases,” says Sandberg, who notes that the 
overarching goal is to complete renovations on the first-
year residence halls before moving on to the other halls.

Up next for renovation: Kildahl and Kittlesby Halls.

“Because our forebearers planned, 
designed, and built well, our resi-
dences can be adapted to a world 
more concerned about energy use, 
conservation, and healthful living.”
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Old MAin (1878)
The first residences on 
Manitou Hill were in the 
Main Building. To the  
college’s earliest tenants, it 
was like living in a castle. 
“While the girls lived on 
the first floor and the boys 
on the third floor, there was 
still always the danger that 

they might get to look at one another,” noted H.B. Kildahl, whose 
brother, John, was St. Olaf’s second president (1899–1914). Trying 
to interpret the fears of the St. Olaf leadership, Kildahl teasingly 
concluded that they weren’t afraid that in due time the boys and 
the girls would get married, but “that these young people one day 
might marry each other.”

lAdiES HAll (1879)
The first residence for women was the original St. Olaf’s School in 
downtown Northfield. The old building was dismantled, hauled up 
the hill, and reconstructed in the woods to the west and north of 
the Main, near where Holland Hall stands today.

Providing rooms for 
twenty-three ladies, the 
makeshift building was 
drafty, cold in the winter, 
and barely habitable. 
It was surrounded by 
woods so thick that there 
were cases of ladies los-
ing their sense of direc-
tion in the forest and 
spending hours trying to 
find their way back. The only women’s residence on campus until 
1912, it subsequently served for twelve years as the college’s first 
Music Hall — dubbed “Agony Hall” by students because of the 
sounds coming from its windows during practice sessions. When 
its successor, Mohn Hall, was built, the girls continued to prefer 
the soft water from the pump next to Ladies Hall for shampooing 
their hair. It became an unwritten law that the freshmen boys were 
to carry the pails of water from the pump to Mohn Hall.

yTTERbOE HAll (1901)
Named for St. Olaf treasurer and business manager H.T. Ytterboe, 
the original Ytterboe Hall was the first men’s dormitory and 
housed generations of Ole men. A red brick building in Georgian 
Revival style, it had rooms for 250 men and also offered a faculty 
apartment, parlors, a gymnasium in the basement, a modern 
kitchen, and dining facilities for the entire student body. 

Ytterboe served as much more than a residence. Piano and 
voice studios were for many years located on first floor. The living 
room was the social center of the college, where teas and recep-
tions were held. Larger all-college social gatherings took place 

in the gymnasium, 
which also doubled as 
a theater known as the 
Cellar Stage.

The building was 
renovated in 1982 
for safety reasons, 
appearance, and energy 
conservation, and was 
used for student hous-
ing until the spring of 

1989. A college landmark, Ytterboe was loved for its red brick, 
porch and cupolas, its central location, ingenious lofts, sloping 
floors, fire escapes, and exposed ceiling pipes.

In 1997, the aging, crumbling building was torn down to make 
way for Buntrock Commons.

MOHn HAll (1912)
The original Mohn Hall, 
designed for 110 female 
residents, was a vast 
improvement for women’s 
housing. It was named 
after President Thørbjorn 
Nelson Mohn (1844–99), 
which was appropriate 
given his long defense 
of coeducation at a time 
when it wasn’t common. 
Mohn Hall was beloved 

Li v ing on M a nitou Heights

St. Olaf College is 
much more than 
brick and mortar, 

and more than academics 
alone. The college has 
always striven to provide 
an excellent residential 
experience, to be a true 
“home” for generations of Oles whose friendships 
provided emotional and intellectual support, plenty  
of laughter, and warm memories of days gone by. 
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by the women who lived there. The interior was warm and inti-
mate, with attractive parlors, spacious, airy rooms, and “splendid” 
washroom facilities. “This is college as I dreamed it to be,” noted 
Lucille Grong Christianson ’43.

Each spring the ladies of Mohn enjoyed rolling their cots out 
onto an open balcony overlooking Norway Valley, a custom that 
came to the attention of the men of Ytterboe Hall, who would 
come over to serenade them — over and over. The ladies enjoyed 
it, to a point. 

One night, while the women studied for finals, the Ytterboe 
men — more boisterous than usual — decided to climb up the 
back of the building for a friendly sneak attack. The women 
quickly conferred, considered the merits of the second floor fire 
hose as a suitable weapon, and washed the whole crowd of men 
down into Norway Valley. When President Lars Boe (1918–42) 
was duly informed of the women’s defensive action, he smiled and 
said, “Do it again if you need to.”

Mohn Hall was razed in 1967 to make room for a new Science 
Center, which today is the site of Tomson Hall.

AGnES MEllby HAll (1938)

The new “ladies hall” was built of limestone. The use of stone was 
an important decision, for there were those who felt that residence 
halls should be made of brick (it was cheaper construction) and the 
more expensive gray limestone should be used only on academic 
buildings. College treasurer P.O. Holland believed otherwise, 
insisting that limestone should be used on all campus buildings, in 
keeping with the mixed English-Gothic and Norman architecture 
that began in the 1920s. The foresighted Holland stated that  
whatever was done with Agnes Mellby Hall would determine the 
pattern for future residence halls.

The building, which accommodated 180 women, was named 
in honor of St. Olaf’s first woman graduate, Agnes Mellby, Class 
of 1893, who served as preceptress, or dean of women, for many 
years. The hall’s large, oak-paneled living room with its beautiful 
fireplace and tall windows was the scene of countless receptions, 
recitals, weddings, and other social events. 

THORSOn HAll 
(1948)
Located on land 
that had been the 
college’s dairy 
farm, Thorson 
Hall was named 
in honor of 
Harold Thorson, 
a Northfield mer-
chant who selected 

Manitou Hill as the site for St. Olaf, and an original signer of the 
college’s Articles of Incorporation, an early benefactor, and mem-
ber of the original St. Olaf board of trustees in 1875. 

Ground was broken in March of 1946. During the ceremony, 
a group of students posted themselves at the top of the college ski 
jump, within sight and earshot of the festivities. Suddenly, as one 
co-ed screamed, another co-ed tossed a lifelike dummy off the ski 
jump, much to the horror of the assembled crowd. The prank lives 
on in Ole lore.

The Norman Gothic, four-story building housed 212 men 
and offered two spacious lounges with built-in fireplaces, which 
became a favorite meeting place for a variety of purposes, includ-
ing recitals and receptions. At the time of its construction, it was 
the largest and costliest building project in Northfield’s history.

HillEbOE 
HAll (1951)
Four new 
residence halls 
were con-
structed in the 
1950s, begin-
ning with 
Hillboe Hall, 
which accom-
modated 110 
women and 
was named 
in honor of 
Gertrude 
Hillboe, dean 
of women from 1915 to 1958. Hillboe often drove home the fact 
— with spirit and good humor — that there was too much over-
crowding in the women’s dormitories. The days of double decker 
bunk beds had begun. 

A chapel in Hillboe was dedicated to honor the memory of 
three St. Olaf women whose lives had ended too soon: Beverly 
Blair, Joyce Buntrock, and Phyllis Olson Kittlesen. The women 
of Hillboe designed the chapel and raised the money for it. The 
walnut benches and altar 
came from the campus and 
were finished by St. Olaf 
carpenters.

EAST HAll (1956)
East Hall provided additional 
housing for 80 sophomore 
women. In 1964 it became 
Flaten Hall, 
and its space 
was turned 
over to the art 
department.  
Today this 
is the site 
of Regents 
Hall of 
Natural and 
Mathematical 
Sciences.
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Agnes Kittelsby HAll (1957)

Kittelsby was constructed as a wing adjacent to Hilleboe Hall, 
with rooms for 164 women. The two buildings soon became 
known as Hill-Kitt. Kittelsby was named in honor of Agnes 
Kittelsby, Class of 1900, who taught history, German, English,  
and Latin at St. Olaf prior to World War I.

KildAHl HAll (1957)
Named for 
St. Olaf’s 
second 
president, 
Kildahl 
housed 
168 men 
and was 
notorious 
for thin 
walls and 
an utter 
lack of soundproofing. On the positive side, when the St. Olaf 
Center was constructed in 1959, the men of Kildahl found them-
selves handily close to the cafeteria. 

ellingson HAll (1961)
Ellingson Hall, built to accommodate 200 men, was named for  

Dr. Emil O. Ellingson, 
Class of 1906 and a 
professor of chem-
istry at St. Olaf 
from 1919 to 1952. 
Ellingson was cred-
ited with establish-
ing high standards 
in the chemistry 
department.

Hoyme memoriAl HAll (1961)
Hoyme Memorial Hall housed 210 women. Naming it in memory 
of the Reverend Gjermund Hoyme raised eyebrows on two counts: 
First, the original, 
1906 campus cha-
pel had already 
been named in his 
honor before being 
destroyed by fire 
in 1923. Second, 
Hoyme, who was 
president of the 
United Lutheran 
Church (the church body that made St. Olaf its college in 1899), 
opposed co-education.

Agnes lArson 
HAll (196 4)
The women’s tower, a 
twelve-story building 
for 292 students, was 
named to honor Dr. 
Agnes Larson, Class 
of 1916, who taught 
history at St. Olaf for 
thirty-four years. 

moHn HAll (196 4)
The ten-story men’s tower, housing 296 
students, ensured that St. Olaf’s first 
president would continue to be hon-
ored after the original Mohn Hall was 

demolished. The tower dormitory was an exciting departure and 
very much in vogue in the early 1960s. The central concept was  
not one of saving space, but of placing a smaller group of 24 to 30 
students on a floor where they could develop a sense of community.

rAnd HAll (1980)
Designed to house 243 
students, Rand had the 
special feature of offer-
ing eleven “houses,” each 
with fourteen residents, 
on the lower two floors. 
The hall was named in 
honor of Sidney Rand, 
who was president of St. Olaf College from 1963 to 1980. 

mAnitou HAll (1989)
Selection of the site for Manitou Hall was done with care in order 
to preserve as much of Hoyme woods and its ecosystem as possible. 
Student 
residents 
lived in 
“pods,” 
clusters of 
ten people 
residing 
in two 
single and 
four double rooms centered around a common lounge. Among the 
amenities that drew comment when it was built: a physical fitness 
room, a whirlpool, three entertainment lounges, kitchenettes, and 
personal computers. It was also air-conditioned and, housing more 
than 400 students, it was the largest residence hall on campus. 
With the demise of the original Ytterboe residence, Manitou was 
renamed Ytterboe Hall in October 1997. 

CArole leigH engblom 	is	editor	of	St. Olaf Magazine.

anecdotes	from	Dear Old Hill,	by	Joseph	M.	Shaw.	Used	with	permission.
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Like most of us, St. Olaf Associate Professor of History Steve Hahn 
enjoys pirate pop culture. But as a scholar of early American history, 
he’s more interested in piracy’s academic allure: What can we learn 
about America’s early days by investigating the lives of pirates? Hahn’s 
research into a handful of stories related to pirates who lived during the 
Caribbean’s Golden Age (roughly 1715 to 1730) is adding to the body 
of knowledge that reveals piracy as not just a footnote to colonial devel-
opment, but rather tightly woven into the historical narrative of the 
European empires and their colonies in the New World.

mericans are fascinated by pirates. 
Swashbuckling, eye-patch-wearing, peg-leg-
hobbling seafarers badly in need of good  
dental work have been the stuff of Hollywood 
lore for ages. What child hasn’t imagined 

living a lawless life on the high seas, raiding merchant ships  
of their treasure? Many of us have donned a red bandanna,  
a gold earring, and a well-rehearsed “aargh” for a Halloween 
party. And there is even an International Talk Like a Pirate 
Day (September 19, if you’re interested).

Buried
t r e a s u r e

Historian steve HaHn’s investigation into 

tHe real pirates of tHe Caribbean 

CHallenges our romantiCized notions of 

tHe men wHo sailed under tHe Jolly roger.

By Marla Hill Holt ’88
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“In some ways, piracy 
challenges a glorified narra-
tive of early American history: 
that of the freedom-loving 
people who came to America 
to evade religious oppression 
and to make their fortune,” 
Hahn says. “During the 
Golden Age, there was a popu-
lar acceptance of piracy that 
helps to recast early America 
as a very strange place, with 
some of our most prominent 
cities being pirate nests.” 

The common image of a 
pirate as a pariah, an enemy 
of humankind, is not quite accurate, Hahn says. “In reality, 
pirates slipped in and out of piracy easily — some from legitimate, 
law-abiding lives — and colonial governments and communities 
engaged in trade with them. It was a very gray area. Who was a 
pirate? Who wasn’t a pirate? What was legal and what wasn’t? 
Piracy didn’t exist without support from governing officials and 
merchants.” 

Plus, Hahn admits, researching pirates is entertaining. What’s 
not to love about a good pirate story? It’s even better if it deepens 
our knowledge of America’s history along the way.

Hooked on Pirates 

Hahn, who has surely heard every “ahoy, matey” and 
“shiver me timbers” joke in the book, loved the first 
installment of Pirates of the Caribbean, the multibillion-

dollar film franchise that made the character of Captain Jack 
Sparrow a household name. While most of us were just enter-

tained by the movie, Hahn was inspired to learn more about the 
history behind the story.

“It’s not like I had this great love of pirates as a kid or that I 
was focused on pirates early on in my career,” he says. “Frankly, 
the movie piqued my interest. I wanted to know more about the 
historical side of pirates in the Caribbean, so I started reading 
extensively on the subject.”

Researching pirates isn’t really that much of a departure from 
Hahn’s previous historical research. His scholarly interests lie 
with America’s colonial history, particularly in South Carolina 
and Georgia. His first book, The Invention of the Creek Nation, 
1670–1763, was published in 2004 and recounts the political 
history of the Muskogee (Creek) Indians in the era prior to the 
French and Indian War. His second book, The Life and Times 
of Mary Musgrove, will be published in October 2012 and is a 
biography of a half-English, half-Creek Indian woman who lived 
from 1700 to 1764 and was active in diplomacy, trade, war, and 
politics in Georgia. The book tells the story of Musgrove’s life  
but also examines issues of race and gender more broadly in the 
colonial Deep South.

“I’m always looking for how the colonies reached out to 
the broader world,” Hahn says. “This has led me westward to 
Indian country, where trade, diplomacy, war, and intermarriage 
are important parts of the historical story. But I’ve also focused 

eastward, southward, and 
northward to maritime rela-
tionships among the Carolinas 
and other British colonies, 
as well as the Caribbean and 
England.” 

Hahn has discerned con-
nections between South 
Carolina and the British, 
Spanish, and French colonies 
in the Caribbean, and to 
some extent connections with 
West Africa and colonies in 
the Indian Ocean. Studying 
the colonies not in isolation 
but more broadly intercon-
nected is the purview of a 

specialty academic field known as Atlantic Studies, says Hahn. 
The discipline is centered not on a single nation or landmass, but 
on the continents that border the Atlantic Ocean — the Americas, 
Europe, and Africa — as a common sphere of economic and  
cultural exchange that can be studied as a totality. “We’re talking 
about a much broader history through this lens,” Hahn says. 

So it seems Hahn’s curiosity about pirates in the Caribbean 
is a natural fit to a better understanding of this broader world. 
“We tend to have a very insular outlook here in the United States, 
thinking we emerged in isolation as this city on the hill we imagine 
to be,” he says. 

The work of both colonial and maritime historians reveals an 
intertwined Atlantic economy and a booming international trade 
across oceans that were barely policed. Ships were ripe for the 
taking by pirates. Many of the goods were grown and processed 
in the Caribbean by slave labor. “Much of the African slave 
trade ended up in the Caribbean,” Hahn says, and so by the early 

“It’s not like I had this great  

love of pirates as a kid . . .  I 

wanted to know more about the 

historical side of pirates in the 

Caribbean, so I started reading 

extensively on the subject.” 

assoCIate professor of hIstory steve hahn
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1700s, the region had become a dynamic center of the world. 
“I’m starting to appreciate the Caribbean as being of global 

importance rather than just a periphery to history,” Hahn says. 
“Arguably, even for the English, it was the Caribbean colonies 
that mattered most in terms of wealth, and piracy was a big part 
of that picture.” 

a treasure trove of History

Information about colonial era pirates is vast, much like our 
fascination with the salty seafarers who committed thievery 
on open water. Hahn has found that there is no shortage of 

literature on the subject. 
“There are innumerable books on pirates, a lot of which are 

simply tales of swashbucklers and how cool they are,” Hahn says. 

“The academic field of pirate studies tends to focus on the culture 
of piracy, pirates’ lives at sea, and the question of whether they 
intentionally set out to establish a different kind of social order.”

Even defining what constitutes a pirate, historically, is tricky, 
says Hahn. Broadly, a pirate is anyone who robs or commits  
violence on the high seas. “One of the main characteristics of 

what we traditionally think of as pirates 
is that they attacked ships indiscrimi-
nately,” Hahn says. “They attacked dur-
ing nominal times of peace. They raised 
the flag and openly identified themselves 
as pirates. They were the ones who went 
to the gallows unrepentant for their  
lifestyle and their activities.”

But, like much of history, perspective 
is important. For example, says Hahn, 
a 16th-century English navigator who 
plundered a Spanish ship of its silver 
and gold — especially during wartime 
— was viewed as a national hero per-
forming his patriotic duty against the 
hated Spanish Catholic enemy. But the 
Spaniards likely labeled him a pirate. 
English ships detained in foreign ports 
and found to have foreign coins on board 
could be accused of trading in illegal 
goods, thus being labeled pirate ships. In 
addition, privateers, only slightly differ-
ent from pirates, were men who received 
“sometimes legitimate, sometimes bogus 
commissions in wartime from colonial 
governors to attack enemy shipping. They 
at least had the cover of legality,” Hahn 
says. “It’s all a bit slippery to define.” 

Also, piracy wasn’t just stealing  
treasure for treasure’s sake. Pirates spent 
stolen coins on provisions in colonial  
cities that welcomed them, such as 
Newport, Rhode Island, and Charleston, 
South Carolina. “Gold and silver isn’t 
any good unless you can buy something 
with it,” Hahn says. Trades also were 
made for durable goods, such as sugar 
and wine. Captured slaves were sold at a 
profit. “Even the pits from tropical trees, 
which could be ground up and made into 
various dyes to be used in English woolen 
mills, were valuable,” Hahn says.

Many men who became pirates were 
poor and were drawn to the lifestyle to 
make a bit more money than they could 

as a merchant marine or a common sailor for the Royal Navy. Life 
aboard a pirate ship was democratic as well. Each pirate got an 
equal share of the booty and could be elected an officer, and there 
was a relative lack of discipline (and, most likely, plenty of rum). 
The motley crews — a term that refers to the multiethnic makeup of 
men on board — worked together to chart the course of their ships, 
deciding when to attack and when to lay low in friendly ports.

Some of the famous pirates from Hollywood films and literature — such as edward teach, a.k.a. “Blackbeard”  
(page 16), and Stede Bonnet (above) — were actual historical figures from the golden age of Piracy in the  
1700s. One of Steve Hahn’s current research subjects is a nefarious South Carolina character with links to Bonnet  
and other pirates who were active in the Caribbean, the Bahamas, and the american Colonies.
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in  search of stories

For his first foray into piracy in the Caribbean, Hahn 
reviewed the literature already in existence, particularly as 
it related to the region’s Golden Age of Piracy (also known 

as the “Blackbeard era”) from approximately 1715 to 1730. 
Drawing on the many scholarly works available on piracy, 

Hahn developed a new course at St. Olaf for first-year students 
called Pirates of the Caribbean. He thought the topic — an 
intriguing subject — would engage students in the study of  
history in a new way. And he was right. The course was so  
popular that Hahn’s email inbox exploded with requests from 
upperclassmen wanting to take the class. 

Piracy continued to pique Hahn’s personal scholarly interest as 
well, so he kept his eyes open for stories about pirates that hadn’t 
yet been told. Much has  
been written about pirates’ 
lives at sea and about 
famous pirates, but Hahn 
is more interested in learn-
ing about the lives of  
common pirates and how 
they interacted with land-
based communities while 
slipping in and out of piracy 
and more legitimate ways 
of making a living. 

Hahn currently is 
researching the lives of 209 
pirates who were granted 
a pardon by the British 
government in 1718 in the 
Bahamas, which was a noto-
rious pirate lair at the time. 
“Roughly between 1700 and 
1710 the Bahamas were attacked three times by the Spanish,  
forcing everyone who lived on the main island at New Providence 
to scatter to outlying islands,” Hahn says. “There was anarchy, 
poverty, and no real form of government. That provided an  
opening for pirates to gather there.” 

In 1715, a Spanish treasure fleet sank between Florida and 
the Bahamas, creating more opportunities for piracy as people 
flocked to the area to treasure hunt. The British government sent 
warships to the Bahamas in 1718 to claim the islands as a royal 
colony and to put an end to the pirates’ activity. Woodes Rodgers 
became the colony’s first official governor that same year.

Prior to Rodgers’s arrival, however, a British naval captain 
named Vincent Pearse traveled to the Bahamas to offer pardons 
to the pirates, as this was thought to be an effective way of eradi-
cating piracy en masse. Hahn discovered the list of pardoned men 
this past spring while conducting research into admiralty records 
at the British National Archives. He is just beginning his research 
into who the men were, what connections they had throughout 
the colonial world, and what they did with their lives after they 
were pardoned. 

“I’m working on a kind of social history of former pirates,” 
Hahn says. It’s painstakingly slow work — reading through 
Bahamian colonial records, Governor Rodgers’ correspondence, 
and lists of baptisms, marriages, and deaths to find clues about men 

who often have common names like John Smith or Peter Johnson. 
Contrary to the popular, romanticized image, says Hahn, 

a pirate generally lived a life that was, to borrow from British 
philosopher Thomas Hobbes, “nasty, brutish, and short.” Hahn 
estimates that many of the pardoned pirates were dead within five 
to ten years of the pardon. 

One of the governor’s letters suggests that about half of the 
pardoned men fled the islands, but a fair number stayed, Hahn 
says. “One guy, probably a French Protestant, was eventually rec-
ommended for the Bahamas Council, which was sort of like the 
upper house of government at the time. He married and had kids, 
served on a grand jury, and became the colony’s treasurer and 
customs collector. So a former pirate made good.”

In addition to discovering more about the lives of the par-
doned men, Hahn is digging 
into the life of a nefarious 
character named Richard 
Tookerman with connec-
tions to South Carolina, the 
Caribbean, and England. 

According to Hahn, the 
paper trail on Tookerman 
shows that he — or one of 
his ships — was involved 
in the killing of a pirate 
named Richard Worley 
outside of Charleston in 
1718. He also helped the 
more famous pirate Stede 
Bonnet escape trial for 
piracy. Tookerman stole 
slaves in Barbados, traded 
goods in Curaçao, was 
arrested in Jamaica, and 

sued the English commodore who detained him, among other 
questionable activities. “I also discovered Tookerman was among 
the most litigious people in South Carolina in 1717, 1718, and 
1719 — mostly for debts,” Hahn says. He is eager to delve more 
deeply into Tookerman’s personal history as an illustration of the 
interconnectedness of colonial-era trade patterns, governmental 
institutions, and the application of law.

plying the waters

Hahn has made a career of researching obscure people, partic-
ularly those who have no written history. “Just finding out 
these people existed can be challenging, and we certainly 

don’t know much about their interior lives — how they worshiped, 
loved, hated,” Hahn says. “You have to connect the dots in ways 
that you don’t for Puritan ministers in New England who wrote 
everything in a diary. And what you do find often is the written 
word of people in high places who have their own agendas.”

But Hahn believes these unknown people have no lesser place 
in history. “A lot of maritime historians are interested in the 
mechanics of a ship — how captains fed their crew, what discipline 
was like, et cetera,” Hahn says, but they aren’t necessarily focused 
on figuring out what made sailors tick. “I hope I can play some 
role in telling how the common sailor survived in the Atlantic 
world, either legally or illegally.”
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As he investigates the lives of Tookerman and the other men, 
Hahn remains fascinated with how piracy is one means by which 
the English colonial establishment was able to assert itself in the 
Americas. “There is a fine line between piracy and clandestine 
trade,” he says. “Many of the people invested with authority by the 
British Empire were involved in questionable activity themselves.” 

The Golden Age of Piracy began to fade with the maturation  
of the colonies and the standardization of laws, and as local 
communities began to realize there was more profit to be made 
through legitimate commercial practices. 

Not that piracy ever died out. It has existed for as long as  
people have used the sea for trade and will continue to bedevil 
ships on the high seas. Though today’s pirates have forsaken  
velvet waistcoats and flintlock pistols, they act as pirates have 
always acted — using intimidation and violence to steal from 
ships and their crews. 

Our fascination with piracy is part of a longstanding tradition 
of making folk heroes out of bandits, rebels, and outlaws — think 
Robin Hood and Jesse James. “It’s a romanticized image that 
people admire,” Hahn says. “And as long as anti-authoritarian 
figures are admired, pirates will have a place in our imagination.” 
So while our interest is not likely to wane, just remember that, 
historically, the average pirate only survived for about two years, 
with most meeting their demise at the end of a rope. 

MARlA Hill HOlT ’88  is a freelance writer living in owatonna, Minnesota.

Because it contains detailed information about the trade routes of the 
Spanish treasure fleets, this early 18th-century map is thought to have  
been designed to aid english piracy and privateering in the West indies.  
the mapmaker, Herman Moll, was known to have been acquainted  
with Woodes Rogers and the explorer-pirate William Dampier.

SEAWORTHy REAdS
want to learn more about pirates? read Treasure Island for a 
swashbuckling good time and then focus your one good eye on 
these books, as recommended by history professor steve hahn.

• A General History of the Pyrates by daniel defoe (the book 
is sometimes credited to captain charles Johnson, but 
scholars believe it was defoe who wrote it.)

• Villains of All Nations: Atlantic Pirates in the Golden Age  
by Marcus rediker
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ach year, hundreds of St. Olaf 

students take advantage of 

international and off-campus study 

programs that offer profound,  

often life-changing experiences.

this past year, 764 students participated in 

international and off-campus study programs 

at one of fifty-one international sites and ten 

domestic sites during a semester or year-long 

program, or at one of twenty-four international 

and seven domestic sites during January 

interim. far from home, exposed to social, 

religious, political, economic, and cultural 

norms that differ markedly from their own,  

St. Olaf students use photography as one  

way to come to terms with such diversity.

as part of their re-entry into campus life,  

students are invited each spring to submit  

their photos in the gimse international and  

Off-Campus Studies Photo Contest. this year, 

winning entries include images from ecuador, 

China, Costa Rica, Cuba, egypt, france, 

greece, guatemala, india, italy, new york City, 

new Mexico, new zealand, and nevada.

for comments from the photographers  
and to see more photos, visit  
stolaf.edu/international/photocontest

E

W o r l d
T H e  2 9 T H  a n n u a l  G i M s e  i n T e r n a T i o n a l
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Camouflage · Monte Verde, Costa Rica
knute Gunderson ’12 · Costa Rica Biology interim

v i e W s
a n d  o f f - c a m p u s  s t u d i e s  p h o t o  c o n t e s t
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Writing on the Wall · zamalek island, Cairo 
catherine O’connor ’13 · global Semester

Afternoon in the Mosque of Ahmed Ibn Tulun · Cairo · Arielle Johnson ’12 · global Semester
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Bicycle · Florence, Italy · Vicki Anton ’14 · Art in Italy Interim

Cixi: Dowager Empress · Mei Lanfang Opera Theater, Beijing 
Andrew Fuglestad ’14 · Asian Conversations Interim

Writing on the Wall · Zamalek Island, Cairo 
Catherine O’Connor ’13 · Global Semester
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The Last Supper · goldwell Open air Museum, Rhyolite, nevada 
Will Molano ’12 · Desert Biology interim

Temple Treasures · temple of Heaven, Beijing · Elsie nord ’13 · global Semester

2 6 	 s t . o l a f 	 m a g a z i n e

New Zealand’s Pride and Joy · Dunedin, new zealand · kari Riley ’13 ·University of Otago Semester

Devil’s Spring · Carlsbad Caverns, new Mexico · charlie Reinertsen ’13 · Desert Biology interim

Guggenheim Sky · new york City
Emily karboski ’14 · new york art interim
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Gateway of the Renaissance · Piazza S. Martino, Lucca, Italy · Katie Lauer ’13 · Art in Florence Interim

Guggenheim Sky · New York City
Emily Karboski ’14 · New York Art Interim

Adelante · Camaguey, Cuba · Michelle Frank ’13 · Revolutionary Cuba Interim
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Hands of an Angel · the louvre Museum, Paris · Takeyah dominique ’13 · french interim in Paris

Feeding the Birds · Paris · Peder Garnaas-Halvorson ’12 · Ciee Rennes Semester in france 
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Two Worlds – Dos Mundos · Carolina Park, Quito, ecuador · Emma crumley ’14 · Spanish in ecuador interim 
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O
n january first of this year , at age 
thirty-four, Kathryn M. Lohre began her term as 
president of the National Council of Churches. 
In doing so, she became the first Lutheran and 

ELCA member — and the youngest woman — to lead the 
national ecumenical organization, which fosters relations among 
thirty-seven church denominations representing 100,000 local 
congregations across the United States.

Building relationships with those of differing Christian traditions, as well 
as with those who follow other faith traditions, has long been Lohre’s passion. 
The daughter of an ELCA minister, Lohre, a laywoman, describes herself as an 
extrovert, even from childhood. 

“I’ve always been a people person. I remember as a kid saying I was going 
to grow up and be president. I didn’t exactly imagine that to be president of 
the National Council,” Lohre says with a laugh.

She grew up in St. Paul’s Macalester-Groveland neighborhood, close 
to Immanuel Lutheran Church, the ELCA congregation where her father 
served as pastor. Midway through her junior year at Minnehaha Academy in 
Minneapolis, Lohre’s father was called to be the pastor of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Pine Island, Minnesota, about 15 miles northwest of Rochester.  
The transition from the city to a small town midway through high school  
was difficult, but Lohre considers it a learning experience.

“It was a really wonderful opportunity for me to engage with a new  
community,” she says.

The subsequent transition to St. Olaf College was a natural one. Lohre is 
the forty-third person in her extended family to attend St. Olaf. Her family 
legacy at the college includes some of her grandparents, as well as her parents, 
the Rev. John T. Lohre ’67, and Mary Nasby Lohre ’69.

Lohre found the faculty at St. Olaf College impeccable. “They have formed 
me and changed me in ways that are so life-giving,” she says.

As a St. Olaf student, her majors in religion, women’s studies, and psychol-
ogy required her to think globally and critically, and also broaden her perspec-
tive. Lohre was midway through her undergraduate career at St. Olaf when 
she participated in the college’s Global Semester, a life-changing experience.

Exposed to the cultural diversity of Switzerland, Israel, Jordan, Egypt, 
India, Nepal, China, Hong Kong, and South Korea, as well as the social and 
religious diversity of the people she met, Lohre began to examine more deeply 

portrait

Building 
Relationships
Kathryn M. lohre ’99:  
Providing Leadership, Seeking Unity
by nancy crotti  |  photo by bEth roonEy

some of life’s biggest questions, which ultimately would 
lay the foundation for her life’s work: “How do I live 
out my faith in relationship with people who don’t 
share my faith but who also are answering God’s call 
or living out their faith in some other focused way?” 

Lohre’s interest in religion and religious diversity 
led her to study the roles of women in interreligious 
dialogue — engagement among people of different  
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religious faiths. In addition to Global Semester, where she did an 
independent study on women’s religious leadership and practices, 
she also spent a January Interim studying women’s spiritual auto-
biographies at Holden Village, a Lutheran retreat center in the 
Cascade Mountains of Washington state. 

L. DeAne Lagerquist, St. Olaf professor of religion, worked 
with Lohre on a research project for her senior thesis surveying 
women ordained in the ELCA. Lagerquist supervised Lohre’s 

senior year distinction project and saw a young woman who 
was poised for leadership, and well-grounded in knowledge and 
scholarship.

“She could see the big picture,” Lagerquist says, “and was 
interested in what matters.”

After graduating summa cum laude from St. Olaf, Lohre  
studied at Harvard Divinity School, where she obtained her  
master of divinity degree. She has since received an honorary  
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doctor of divinity degree from the 
Graduate Theological Foundation, a 
school of continuing education based in 
South Bend, Indiana.

“When I left St. Olaf and went on to 
graduate school, I found my niche at the 
intersection of women’s studies, religious 
studies, and international peace-building,” 
says Lohre. “What I found in my research 
was the critical role of storytelling. 
When we relate not just as women but as 
people with our stories, I think that’s a 
game-changer.”

As part of her M.Div. field work, 
Lohre spent time in war-torn Bosnia and 
the Balkans, working with an interfaith 
women’s project to learn about the role 
of women in peacemaking. She gained a 
new perspective on how religion can be 
manipulated to divide people — not only 
in other countries but also in the United 
States — and she strove to work with  
others to break down those barriers, to 
make religion a bridge for peace.

“I felt as if I had a faith-grounding  
to engage with neighbors of other faith 
traditions – and that doing so is part of 
my calling as a child of God,” she says.

· · ·

U
pon gr a duat ion, lohr e  
continued her work of engaging 
religious difference, spending 

twelve years working at the Pluralism 
Project at Harvard, a twenty-year research 
project that has documented the changing 
religious landscape in the United States. 
There she researched the unique contribu-
tions of women to interfaith dialogue, 
including women’s significant leadership 
in the interfaith movement’s exponential 
growth since 9/11. 

Lohre found that women have been 
historically overlooked in international 
peacemaking efforts, as well as in some 
religious institutions. She sought ways for 
women’s leadership to emerge and be nur-
tured, and found that it’s not necessarily 
through the ministry. 

Non-ordained women play important 
roles in the interfaith movement, says 
Lohre, because they have the “wiggle 
room” to shape the future of the move-
ment without requiring official sanction 
from religious bodies and leaders. She 
believes this means that the work can 
often be more creative and free, cultivat-

ing religious leadership in unexpected 
people and places, and invigorating social- 
change movements. 

“Working with people of other faiths 
has helped me to clarify my own faith 
convictions as a Christian,” Lohre says, 
“and to sort out what that actually means 
for my day-to-day life and relationships; 
and it has invariably inspired my leader-
ship of a broader vision of Christian unity 
and interreligious harmony.”

St. Olaf religion professor Anantanand 
Rambachan, who has been involved in 
interreligious dialogue for more than 
twenty-five years, recommended his 
former student for the position at the 
Pluralism Project.

“She had a very strong interest in 
interreligious dialogue and relationships 
among religions,” Rambachan. That  
interest was further fueled at the  
Pluralism Project.

“I think that’s where she developed 
a great deal of experience and expertise 
in interfaith relationships and interfaith 
dialogue,” says Rambachan, who remains 
in touch with Lohre. He believes she will 
be a strong leader as president of the 
National Council of Churches.

“What is going to be distinctive about 
Kathryn’s leadership, I think, is that she 
will bring all of the skills in fostering 
interfaith relationships,” says Rambachan. 
“I think she will be not only a good 
Christian leader but an interfaith leader.”

Lohre was very active with the World 
Council of Churches in 2009 when she 
received the phone call notifying her  
she had been nominated as a candidate  
for president of the National Council  
of Churches. 

“I was shocked,” Lohre says. “I 
thought for certain that they had the 
wrong person.”

She’s had a strong supporter in the 
Rev. Donald McCoid, assistant to the  
presiding bishop of ecumenical and  
interreligious relations for the ELCA.  
In addition to becoming president of the 
National Council of Churches, Lohre  
was also asked to be the director of ELCA 
ecumenical and interreligious relations, 
which involves working under McCoid’s 
leadership.

“I was sure there were those who 
thought, ‘Someone so young?’” McCoid 
says. “But even to hear Kathryn speaking 
briefly, you wouldn’t say that anymore.”

Some did oppose her nomination, how-
ever, due to her age and perceived lack of 
experience. The opposition made her two-
year term as president-elect difficult, but 
while she was learning about the National 
Council and its governance, Lohre realized 
that those who opposed her did not know 
her. She decided not to take the opposition 
personally and chose to listen to her heart.

“I had to consistently go back to my 
sense of calling in those months between 
the phone call and my election,” she says. 
“I felt so persistently called.”

A number of people, including St. Olaf 
Professor Emeritus of Art Mac Gimse ’58, 
believe Lohre has the potential to be a 
game-changer at the National Council of 
Churches because she’s young and engag-
ing enough to attract younger people to 
the sixty-two-year-old organization.

“Kathryn seems to me to be one who 
can take hold of adversity and not let it 
get hold of her,” says Gimse. “She loves 
the learning curve.”

Lohre credits her family, which 
includes her husband, the Rev. Timothy 
Seitz who is pastor of Lutheran Church of 
the Cross in Arlington Heights, Illinois, 
and their four-year-old son, John, and her 
support network at church for her self-
confidence and drive to succeed. 

“My parents and mentors always 
taught me to believe that nothing is 
impossible,” she says. “I now believe  
that if I practice and work at it, and if  
I find the right people who share the  
same vision, there is nothing that cannot 
be achieved.”

nAncy cROTTi  is a twin cities freelance writer.

“Working with people of other 

faiths has helped me to clarify 

my own faith convictions as a 

Christian . . .  and it has invariably 

inspired my leadership of a 

broader vision of Christian unity 

and interreligious harmony.” 
— K At h ry n lo h r E ’ 9 9

portrait
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alumni achievement

 E
ac h  y e a r ,  s t.  o l a f  co l l e g e  r e co g n i z e s  nominated alumni who exemplify the ideals 

and mission of the college. In honoring these graduates for their lifelong achievements and 

professional contributions, they become an integral part of college history and a testament to 

St. Olaf’s tradition of excellence. t Those who receive an Alumni Achievement Award have 

made their marks across the United States and around the globe, shining a light on what a St. Olaf 

education in action can do. t The 2012 Alumni Achievement Award recipients — Mark B. Brown ’78, 

Samuel L. Hanson ’61, and Steven H. Miles ’72 — will be honored on Friday, November 2, 2012.

Advocacy  
and Leadership
Distinguished	alumni	award	Honoree	
Reverend Mark B. Brown ’78

By	Kyle	Schut	’13	and	Carole	leigh	Engblom

p H oto g r a p H E D 	 By 	 K a r i n 	 B row n

Reverend	Mark	B.	Brown	has	positively	impacted	
the	well-being	of	countless	souls	in	Jerusalem,		
the	west	Bank,	and	gaza.	as	regional	represen-

tative	for	the	lutheran	world	Federation	(lwF)	in	
Jerusalem	—	whose	motto	is	“Uphold	the	 	of	the	

oor	and	 ppressed 	" (psalm	82:3)	—	Brown	oversees	
and	coordinates	lwF’s	health	and	educational	programs.	
at	the	heart	of	Brown’s	ministry	is	his	humanitarian		
work	with	augusta	Victoria	Hospital	(aVH).	

“the	motto	of	the	lutheran	world	Federation	Department	for	
world	Service,”	says	Brown,	“is	lived	out	every	day	through	augusta	
Victoria	Hospital,	the	lwF’s	vocational	training	program	for	young	
men	and	women,	and	other	services	to	those	most	in	need.”

the	century-old	augusta	Victoria	building	on	the	Mount	of	olives	
is	a	landmark	for	visitors	to	the	Holy	land.	the	Church	of	the	
ascension,	adjacent	to	the	hospital,	was	built	as	a	devotional	site	
dedicated	to	the	ascension	of	Jesus	to	heaven.	the	hospital	provides	
specialized	medical	services	to	palestinians	and,	as	the	main	cancer	
care	facility	in	the	west	Bank	and	gaza,	aVH	is	the	only	hospital	
providing	radiation	therapy.

the	lutheran	world	Federation	has	a	long	history	of	service	in	the	
region	and	continues	to	have	a	strong	presence	in	the	west	Bank	and	
Jerusalem.	in	2004,	when	Brown	arrived	in	Jerusalem,	the	future	of	
the	hospital	was	in	jeopardy.	the	israeli	government	had	withdrawn	
the	hospital’s	tax-exempt	status	and	the	ever-lengthening	physical	
barrier	separating	israel	and	the	west	Bank	was	creating	long	delays	

for	augusta	Victoria	patients	and	medical	staff	traveling	to	the	hospi-
tal	from	the	west	Bank.

not	only	did	Brown	help	secure	an	agreement	between	the	lwF	
and	the	israeli	government	to	resolve	the	tax	issue,	his	efforts	contrib-
uted	to	an	eventual	agreement	with	israel	to	let	the	lwF	transport	
patients	and	staff	to	the	hospital	on	designated	bus	routes	from	the	
west	Bank.	Crisis	averted,	the	staff	has	continued	to	work	hard	
through	the	years	to	upgrade	its	services	for	all	its	patients.	Brown		
has	seen	the	hospital	improve	its	radiation	oncology	and	dialysis	
treatment	units	in	addition	to	making	significant	progress	toward	a	
bone	marrow	transplant	program.

“augusta	Victoria	Hospital	has	an	amazing	staff,”	says	Brown.	
“their	steadfastness,	in	the	face	of	all	sorts	of	difficulties	and	chal-
lenges,	is	remarkable	and	one	of	the	main	reasons	the	hospital	is		
taking	such	a	leading	role	within	the	palestinian	health	care	system	
and	serving	as	a	model	within	palestinian	society	generally.	in	just	a	
few	years,	[the	hospital]	has	moved	from	being	a	secondary	care		
facility	to	being	the	main	cancer	care	center	for	palestinians.”

apart	from	his	work	with	the	hospital,	Brown	also	oversees	the	
lwF	job-training	program,	providing	vocation	and	job	training	to		
disadvantaged	palestinians,	as	well	as	managing	the	lwF’s	efforts	to	
protect	and	develop	the	lwF	Mount	of	olives	property,	including	the	
construction	of	affordable	housing	for	palestinian	families.	on	another	
corner	of	the	property,	the	lwF	recently	installed	artificial	turf	on	a	
soccer	field	that	for	decades	has	been	one	of	the	few	play	areas	

Mark Brown at the 2012 LWF Vocational Training Program graduation ceremony in Ramallah
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Mark Brown on the lutheran World 
federation campus located on the Mount of 
Olives, overlooking the Old City of Jerusalem
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available to young people in East Jerusalem, despite its 
rough condition, uncontrolled access, and the lack of 
organized activities.

“the next step is to fully utilize the refurbished field by 
building programs that will serve and empower the youth 
of East Jerusalem in a safe and inviting environment,” says 
brown, who is involved in all aspects of the refurbishment, 
from fundraising to program development.

An important aspect of brown’s work is the careful 
management of fifty acres of land on the Mount of 
olives, owned by the lwF. Each fall, volunteers are 
invited to pick olives from approximately 800 trees  
to produce olive oil. the lwF bottles and sells the oil  
to fund hospital care for the poor. the harvest is a  
festive occasion.

·  ·  ·

The seeds for brown’s affection for the people, the 
land, and the history of the Middle East were 
planted while on term in the Middle East in the 

fall of 1976, three years after the 1973 Arab-israeli war 
and two years before the camp david Accords brought 
peace between israel and Egypt. brown was among 
thirty students who spent four months in the old city  
of Jerusalem, led by the late religion professor Ansgar 
sovik ’34 — who co-founded the program and also the 
international and off-campus studies office — and his 
wife, Muriel rasmussen sovik ’38.

“st. olaf was very intentional about exposing us to 
a variety of religious and political points of view, while at 
the same time instilling a special concern for the poor 
and oppressed,” says brown. “Ansgar and Muriel sovik 
somehow captured this balance. there were many 
opportunities outside of the classroom to build relation-
ships and hear perspectives that took us more deeply 
into the roots of the palestinian-israeli conflict, helped us 
to think more equitably about solutions, and challenged 
us not to lose sight of the impact of the occupation and 
the ongoing violence on young people, families, and 
neighborhoods.”

that experience also opened his eyes to the possi-
bility of living and working abroad. returning to campus, 
brown — who majored in greek, religion, and philoso-
phy — continued the study of both Arabic and Middle 
Eastern history and culture. upon leaving st. olaf, 
brown attended luther seminary in st. paul, where he 
took advantage of an internship in cairo, Egypt, at  
st. Andrew’s church and the Maadi community 
church, furthering his international experience.

this internship was meaningful, says brown, because 
of the international and interdenominational character of 
the congregations. “i had an abundance of opportunities 
to experience the generous hospitality of Egyptians, 
learn about islam and christian-Muslim relations, and be 
challenged and inspired by the teachings and witness of 
coptic christians,” he says.

brown met his wife, susanne, in Marrakesh in 1980; 
they married a year later, and raised their three children, 
Karin, sebastian, and nicholas, in Jerusalem and silver 
spring, Maryland. “i think if you had told me [in 1976] 
that Jerusalem would be a second home for susanne and 
me, and that all of our children would be born there, i 
probably would have laughed,” he says. 

After his graduation from seminary and ordination in 
1982, the American lutheran church — and later the 
ElcA’s division for global Mission — called him to min-
istry in the Middle East where he worked as an assistant 
pastor at the lutheran church of hope in ramallah, 
taught religion and ethics at a local high school, and 
served as the Jerusalem liaison for the communication 
department of the Middle East council of churches. 

brown joined the ElcA’s division for church in 
society in 1991 and, as the assistant director for 
international Affairs and human rights at the lutheran 
office for governmental Affairs in washington, d.c., 
coordinated the ElcA’s advocacy work on international 
affairs in relation to the u.s. government. brown served 
on the national board of directors of the u.s. inter-
religious committee for peace in the Middle East and 
headed numerous coalitions, including as president of 
the washington office on Africa, chair of the u.s. 
campaign to ban landmines, chair of the Jubilee 2000 
national Mobilization to cancel the debt of poor 
countries, and chair of churches for Middle East peace.

Along with his professional service, brown is a mem-
ber of redeemer lutheran church in Jerusalem, where 
he serves as council chair and shares his musical gifts, 
both in the choir and as an instrumentalist. the browns 
regularly open their home to the congregation, creating  
a tradition of potluck dinners and volleyball. over the 
years, many st. olaf students, faculty, and alumni have 
also enjoyed the hospitality of the browns. And now, for 
the first time in more than a decade, st. olaf students 
are studying in Jerusalem, Jericho, bethlehem, and 
galilee as part of a new January interim, “historical 
geography and the bible in the holy land.” 

“i hope to assist with the interim in any way that is 
needed, but i am particularly interested in ensuring that 
the students have good connections with a variety of 
Jews, christians, and Muslims, and palestinians and 
israelis,” he says, “and that they connect with the advo-
cacy and humanitarian work of the Evangelical lutheran 
church in Jordan and the holy land and the lutheran 
world Federation.”

like Ansgar and Muriel sovik before him, brown 
hopes that this new generation of oles who study in the 
Mideast have a meaningful and balanced experience 
— and that perhaps a world of possibilities will open up 
the way it once did for him.

kylE ScHUT ’13  is majoring in music and Asian studies at st. olaf.  

cAROlE lEiGH EnGblOM  is editor of St. Olaf Magazine.
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Sam hanson’s most memorable professor at  
st. olaf college was Erling Jorstad ’52, whose 
American history class fostered in him a great 

admiration for the American experiment and its 
reliance on the rule of law to govern all civic activities. 
such respect for the law has served hanson well 
over a forty-five-year career as a lawyer and as an 
associate justice on the Minnesota supreme court. 

hanson didn’t always plan on a career in law. As a high school 
student and college undergraduate, he admits he was more interested 
in sports than academic studies or making concrete plans for the 
future. during his senior year at st. olaf, he took the law school 
Admissions test on a whim and scored surprisingly well. Although he 
had little awareness of what a lawyer actually does, he decided to 
attend law school. 

“i am one of those lucky people whose uninformed life decision  
on a career turned out to be exactly the right one,” hanson says. 
“ironically, my legal education trained me to avoid such casual decision 
making in the future.”

he enrolled at the william Mitchell college of law in st. paul, 
Minnesota, which at the time offered only night classes. this schedule 
allowed him to work full-time during the day, gaining practical experi-
ence in the legal world to supplement nightly classes taught largely  
by practicing attorneys. his employment during law school included  
a year as a law clerk to district Judge douglas Amdahl, who later 
became chief Justice of the Minnesota supreme court. 

After completing law school, he worked for a year as a clerk for 
Minnesota supreme court Associate Justice robert sheran, who also 
later became chief Justice. those experiences taught him much about 
legal reasoning and writing, skills that would serve him well as a trial 
and appellate attorney, and especially when he became a justice on 
the supreme court many years later.

hanson was hired as an attorney by briggs and Morgan, a large and 
well-respected twin cities law firm, and for the next thirty-four years he 
remained with the firm, taking a leave of absence when appointed to 
the state court of Appeals and supreme court, and returning to the 
firm as he approached mandatory retirement from the court.

“briggs was the perfect place to learn how to become a real lawyer,” 
says hanson, “under the guidance of some of the most outstanding 
trial lawyers in Minnesota.”

After several years handling a wide variety of cases, hanson 
decided it was time to specialize. he chose to focus on commercial 
litigation, often representing public utility companies involved in  
disputes over regulatory issues or contracts. he rose through the 
ranks at briggs and Morgan, and eventually served for five years as 
president of the firm. 

Although hanson had enjoyed working as a clerk at the supreme 
court, he never considered serving on the court himself because he 

was not active enough on the political scene to be noticed by any 
governor. in 2000, however, governor Jesse ventura introduced a 
merit-based system for appointing justices. while they were working 
together on a global volunteers trip to china, former chief Justice 
sandy Keith encouraged hanson to apply through the new process. 
soon a position on the Minnesota court of Appeals opened up. 
hanson applied immediately and got the job. 

in 2002, ventura appointed hanson to serve as an associate justice 
on the state supreme court. during his time on the bench, hanson 
served on several boards and advisory committees, including the 
gender Fairness implementation committee, the children’s Justice 
initiative, and the planning committee for Access to civil legal services. 

because all supreme court decisions must be made by majority, 
hanson found the court to be a truly collaborative enterprise. 
“Although some lawyers might find shared decision making to be  
frustrating, i found it to be awesome,” hanson says. 

he especially enjoyed the conferences that followed the oral  
argument. “seven experienced lawyers, each searching for the correct 
rule of law, brought seven different perspectives to the conversation,” 
says hanson about the conferences. “inevitably, the process forced 
each one of us to a deeper understanding of the issues and the impli-
cations of the decision,” he says. the challenge is to turn those seven 
perspectives into one sound decision.

to do so, justices must transform their usual ways of thinking. 
“Although we all had been trained in critical analysis, we found that 
was not productive in collegial decision making,” recalls hanson. 
“Finding the weakness in someone else’s idea only gets you back to 
zero. looking for what is valuable in the other person’s idea allows you 
to build on it and, together, come up with a solution that is more 
sound than what any one of you could devise individually.”

throughout his distinguished career hanson has valued life with 
family. while still in law school, he married beret brown ’62, a fellow 
graduate of st. olaf college, with whom he had three children, greta, 
chrystina, and benjamin. After divorcing, they shared joint custody of 
the children and co-parented them over the years. in 1979, hanson 
married Mirja Karikoski, who was born to Finnish missionaries in 
Japan and who now serves as the honorary consul general for Japan in 
Minnesota. they had one son, leif, and later adopted sons luke from 
texas and Jai from india.

“our family of six children has been a constant source of inspiration 
and pride, through the many twists and tribulations,” hanson says.

Alongside his career and family, hanson has also devoted himself 
to a number of volunteer and community programs, showing a deep 

The Rule of law
distinguished Alumni Award honoree Samuel l. Hanson ’61
by bradley west ’13   |  p h oto g r A p h E d  by  to M  ro st E r

“My values of public service and compassion  
were born in my family, but they blossomed at  
St. Olaf because of the culture of commitment  
to service and inclusiveness.”

alumni achievement
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sense	of	compassion	for	and	duty	to	others.	He	has	received	many	
awards	and	is	part	of	numerous	prestigious	organizations.	The	organi-
zation	that	best	exemplifies	his	outstanding	work	as	a	trial	lawyer	is	
his	membership	with	the	american	College	of	Trial	lawyers.	The		
college	is	limited	to	less	than	1	percent	of	the	participating	bar	in	any	
given	state	and	is	by	invitation	only.	

Hanson	has	been	honored	as	a	Distinguished	alumni	and	was	
awarded	an	honorary	doctor	of	laws	degree	from	his	alma	mater,	
William	Mitchell,	where	he	also	served	as	chair	of	the	board	of	trustees.	
Hanson	has	often	lent	his	legal	services	and	expertise	to	service		
organizations	such	as	the	advocates	for	Human	Rights	and	the	
Crossroads	adoption	agency.	He	has	also	spent	time	working	with	
the	Institute	of	Cultural	affairs	International,	which	aids	in	the	devel-
opment	of	rural	villages	around	the	world,	and	on	the	board	of	Rural	
Ventures,	which	provides	technology	to	help	small	farming	operations.	

In	1982,	Hanson	co-founded	Global	Volunteers,	an	organization	
that	offers	service	opportunities	around	the	world.	“The	projects	vary	
from	construction	of	schools	in	Zambia	and	rural	China	to	supporting	
the	work	of	orphanages	in	India,	Romania,	and	Ecuador	to	teaching	
conversational	English	in	Poland,	Russia,	and	China	to	working	on	
peace	projects	in	Cuba,	Ireland,	and	Vietnam,”	he	says.	Hanson		
continues	to	serve	on	the	organization’s	board	of	trustees.

Hanson	says	his	parents	stressed	the	importance	of	education	and	
felt	St.	Olaf	was	the	place	to	start.	His	two	brothers,	Dale	’52,	a	pro-
fessor	emeritus	in	the	department	of	health	and	Kinesiology	at	Purdue	
University,	and	Perry	’59,	a	lutheran	pastor,	also	attended	St.	Olaf.

“My	values	of	public	service	and	compassion	were	born	in	my		
family,”	says	Hanson,	“but	they	blossomed	at	St.	Olaf	because	of	the	
culture	of	commitment	to	service	and	inclusiveness.”

Bradley West ’13 	is	an	English	majorat	St.	Olaf.

Sam Hanson  in  
downtown Minneapolis
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Steven	Miles	in	the	garden	
of	his	Minneapolis	home	

with	his	dog,	Freesia.
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Bioethics, says steven Miles, is the place where 

values and health care intersect. it is a crossroads 

that Miles knows well. As a physician and the 

Maas Family chair in bioethics at the university of 

Minnesota’s center for bioethics, Miles has made a 

career out of standing at that intersection and asking 

some very difficult questions.
Moral questions, such as: do we as a society have a duty to 

insure that everyone, regardless of race or income, has access to 
affordable health care? should nursing home patients be restrained? 
should physicians have the same right to privacy of their medical 
records as their patients? should physicians participate in govern-
ment-sponsored torture?

by answering those questions and many others in respectful, 
thoughtful, and relevant ways, Miles has changed the way we treat 
the elderly and care for the dying. he has increased privacy protec-
tion for physicians. he helped to create a health care safety net for 
thousands of low-income Minnesotans. his recent and exhaustive 
research documenting the complicity of medical professionals  
in the torture of prisoners by the u.s. military at Abu ghraib and 
guantanamo bay has made him the respected go-to authority  
worldwide on the ethical issue of physicians and torture.

rather than tout his accomplishments, Miles seems surprised that 
anyone should expect less of him, or from any other educated person 
for that matter. An individual with a liberal arts education, such as the 
one he received at st. olaf, should incorporate civic engagement into 
his or her life, says Miles.

“A doctor is not just a body mechanic. he or she is the steward  
of knowledge which is needed for public life — going far beyond an 
individual patient,” he says. “vaccinating a patient is one thing — 
countering the myth that vaccines cause autism is another. both are 
the responsibilities of a physician. similarly, each citizen should know 
that their civic duty goes beyond paying taxes, to voting, jury duty, 
foster care, supporting charities, and all the rest of it.”

·  ·  ·

As an ethicist, Miles’s work is grounded in the principles of 
justice and fair play, and rooted in a personal upbringing 
shaped by national and global events. 

As a boy coming of age in Minnesota, he watched the civil rights 
movement polarize not only the country but also his congregation in 
Minneapolis. he was profoundly influenced by the call to action in 
Martin luther King’s “letter from birmingham Jail.” As a young man, 
vietnam taught him lasting lessons about government, truth, and 
power, he says, and exposed him to the words and deeds of a cadre of 
“brilliant public intellectuals” who were not afraid to speak truth to 
that power: among them peace activists william sloan coffin and 

staughton lynd, and university of Minnesota professor Mulford 
sibley, an outspoken advocate of academic freedom. As an under-
graduate at st. olaf, Miles remembers dining with famed community 
organizer saul Alinsky when he came to the campus to speak. 

“these people were just extraordinary,” Miles says. “they 
showed how to combine learning with a public voice that was really 
important.”

he also remembers taking up a challenge by st. olaf religion 
professor oliver K. olson to read a two-volume set on the old 
testament by german preacher-theologian helmut thielicke. olson 
promised to buy dinner for any student who took on the work.

“i read both volumes,” Miles recalls. “i was used to reading long 
novels, the russian writers, War and Peace. that was no problem. but 
taking on a two-volume sustained academic argument was actually a 
new kind of challenge.”

it also foreshadowed his desire and ability to tackle complex social 
and medical issues with dogged determination. 

Miles graduated from st. olaf with degrees in biology and social 
psychology. the second was a newly blended major created by  
st. olaf psychology professor olaf w. Millert, founder of the college’s 
psychology department, which emphasized a bio-psychosocial model 
that looks at the interconnecting roles biology, psychology, and social 
factors play in relation to disease and illness.

“the [bio-psychosocial model] was just terrific, and it is absolutely 
a core skill that i use on a daily basis in my medical career,” Miles says.

Although he clearly absorbed many of the lessons of his early 
undergraduate years, it was a decidedly personal experience while 
attending the university of Minnesota Medical school that may have 
changed Miles’s career trajectory from caring physician to a voice of 
conscience in the medical community.

As a medical student — and the family authority on all things  
medical — he was charged by his family with providing in-home care  
for his grandfather at the end of his life. that involved building a “proto-
hospice system” at a time when hospice did not yet exist, he says.

that experience influenced his thinking about how our society and 
our health care establishment provide and pay for care at the end of 
life, a topic Miles has returned to again and again during his career.  
it’s a subject he addressed in his first book, Protocols for Elective Use  
of Life-Sustaining Treatments: A Design Guide, published in 1989.

Miles’s influence, however, was being felt a decade earlier, thou-
sands of miles away from Minnesota on the thai-cambodia border.  
in 1979, while still completing his residency, Miles was one of the first 
physicians to volunteer with the then-fledgling American refugee 
committee (Arc), which cared for cambodian refugees fleeing the 
Khmer rouge. Arc sent Miles and several other volunteers on a mis-
sion with a one-way ticket to bangkok, all the organization could afford.

“we rented a truck at the border and found ourselves one of  
the first groups there,” Miles recalls. “we started at a camp of 
200,000 people.”

A Voice of conscience
Alumni Achievement Award honoree dr. Steven H. Miles ’72
by J. trout lowen   |  p h oto g r A p h E d  by  to M  ro st E r
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Miles made his presence quickly felt, says Karen Elshazly, who 
served as Arc’s director of international programs for more than two 
decades. “it was Miles who realized from day one that we couldn’t 
just stand there and do for these people, that they had to be involved 
in caring for themselves.”

it was due to Miles’s work ethic and vision that Arc began early 
on to train refugees as health workers, nurses, medics, and midwives. 
he developed training materials based not on western medical stan-
dards and protocols but on the available resources, and he drafted a 
philosophy of care for the organization that Elshazly can recite from 
memory today: “we will practice medicine that can be taught, that 
can be learned, and can be practiced by those we’re serving.”

For the next twenty-five years, Miles served as Arc’s chief medical 
director for more than 45,000 refugees on the thai-cambodian bor-
der, with additional projects in sudan, croatia, bosnia-herzegovina, 
indonesia, and the thai-burmese border. his work continues to have 
an impact worldwide, including a protocol he developed for the treat-
ment of tuberculosis in refugee camps that remains the standard of 
care today.

·  ·  ·

In 1982, Miles accepted a position as a professor of medicine, start-
ing first at the university of Minnesota and then the university of 
chicago before returning to the university of Minnesota to teach 

as well as to practice medicine. throughout his extraordinary career, 
Miles has used his position as a physician, his experience as a com-
munity organizer, and his well-reasoned, moral voice to challenge  
controversial issues, from conflicts of interest in pharmaceutical sales 
to nursing home care.

in the 1980s, confused nursing home patients were routinely 
restrained to their beds or chairs to make things easier for staff and 
keep the patients from wandering around. while there were many 
who rightly argued the restraints violated human dignity, Miles 
approached the issue from a medical perspective. he showed how a 
number of patients had been strangled by their restraints, creating 
both a health hazard and medical liability for institutions that used 
them. it was the two-pronged approach — the moral and the practical 
— that ultimately ended the practice across the country, he says.

in the 1990s, Miles made his personal struggle with depression 
public in order to challenge the Minnesota medical board’s policy that 
required doctors who were seeking to renew their license to submit 
confidential, personal medical records, even when there was no  
allegation of malpractice or negligence. the standoff with the board 
lasted two years and could have cost Miles his career. ultimately, 
Miles convinced the board that the policy actually discouraged  
doctors from getting help and had resulted in at least two physician 
suicides. the policy was changed.

“to my mind, it was an absolutely clean piece of community  
organizing,” he says now. “All i wanted to do was speak to the question 
of whether a doc has the same right to confidential health care data  
as anybody else.”

in his four books and more than two hundred journal articles, Miles 
has also taken on thorny and often controversial questions about 
physician-assisted suicide, racial and economic health disparities, end-
of-life decision making, and legislative attempts to restrict women’s 
access to birth control. the key, he says, is to “make the issue salient  
to other people in a way that they can see the change is needed.”

it also helps that Miles is comfortable putting himself at the center 
of conflicting opinion.

“controversy,” he says, drily, “is just another word for ‘needs to  
be discussed.’”

·  ·  ·

Like much of the rest of the world, Miles watched in 2004 as 
news unfolded about u.s. military personnel torturing prisoners 
in iraq’s Abu ghraib prison. while the media focused on the  

conduct of the soldiers and their superiors, Miles was preoccupied by 
something else.

“i looked at those pictures and i said, ‘where were the docs?’”
he wondered not just where the doctors, nurses, and medics were 

while these abuses were occurring, but why they hadn’t spoken out. 
why had they betrayed their oath to do no harm? searching for the 
answers to those questions led Miles on a four-year journey that  
culminated in what may be his greatest professional achievement. he 
spent months meticulously pouring over some 60,000 government 
documents, intelligence reports, and first-hand accounts detailing the 
involvement of health professionals in intensive interrogation methods 
or torture, obtained under the federal Freedom of information Act. 

At times, Miles says, he was so steeped in the graphic material, he 
would wake up sweating with fear, dreaming he was inside Abu ghraib. 
but his medical training allowed him to piece together a picture from 
the records that hadn’t been clearly seen before. Medical professionals 
in iraq and Afghanistan and at guantanamo bay not only witnessed 
but participated in brutal interrogations. they also concealed injuries, 
faked death certificates, and pronounced torture victims fit for abuse. 
physicians and psychologists helped interrogators develop the param-
eters for the government’s harsh interrogation techniques. And across 
the system, medical personnel who witnessed these abuses stayed 
silent, in violation of the core values of medical ethics.

in 2006, Miles published the results of his inquiry in Oath 
Betrayed: Torture, Medical Complicity, and the War on Terror. in addition 
to his book, Miles has also created a searchable archive of his 
research, which is accessible online through the university of 
Minnesota’s human rights library. the impact of this work has been 
widely felt, drawing the attention of the American medical community 
and the media, as well as government and nongovernmental organiza-
tions here and around the world.

“his was a very principled voice at a time when there was a lot of 
obfuscation and lies, when many good people tried to justify the un-
justifiable,” says curt goering, executive director for the Minneapolis-
based center for victims of torture, where Miles serves on the board. 
“he called torture torture, irrespective of who was doing it.”

but the full impact of Miles’s research may not be felt for years, 
goering suggests. “i think his voice is one we’ll still hear decades from 
now, and [Americans] in the future will ask, ‘why weren’t there more 
voices like steven Miles around?’” 

J.  TROUT lOWEn  is a twin cities-based freelance writer.

“Controversy is just  
another word for ‘needs  

to be discussed.’”
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alumni news

Nine of st. olaf 
college’s newest 
alumni have 

been awarded Fulbright 
fellowships for 2012–13. 
six will use their grants 
to conduct research on 
topics ranging from 
chinese archeology to 
the dengue virus; three 
will be English teaching 
assistants.

Eric becklin will 
study archaeology in Quanzhou, china. 

Julia coffin will work as an English teaching 
assistant in nepal, helping students increase 
their language proficiency. 

Zachary Erickson will join a synthetic 
chemistry group at the university of giessen  
in germany. 

lisa drewry will conduct scientific research 
at the university of würzburg in germany.

cecilia noecker will work at the national 
institute of public health in Mexico.

Jamie Mosel will research the effects of 
global warming at the hokkaido university 
silviculture and Forest Ecology lab in Japan.

Sarah McGivern will work in turkey as an 
English teaching assistant. 

Sarah chao will be an English teaching 
assistant at irkutsk state linguistic university 
in irkutsk, russia. 

Jonathan Henn will study the restoration of 
forests destroyed by invasive north American 
beavers in tierra del Fuego, Argentina.

fulbright 
Honors

Orchestra tours China

The st. olaf orchestra’s 12-day, five-concert 
tour of china took them to shanghai, 

hangzhou, Xi’an, Zhengzhou, and beijing, 
where they performed in some of china’s finest 
concert halls and at renowned universities. in 
Xi’an they connected with Zhang Jiahao ’16 — 
the first Xi’anese to attend st. olaf — who 
proudly introduced his hometown friends and 
family to st. olaf and his st. olaf peers to Xi’an. 
they also had a little fun during their tour, in-
cluding visiting a tea village in hangzhou, taking 
in an acrobatic show in shanghai, viewing the 
terra cotta warriors in Xi’an, hiking in the 
yuntai Mountains and along the great wall, all 
of which offered respites from a mostly urban 
itinerary. visits to beijing’s tiananmen square 
and the Forbidden city led up to the final con-
cert at the beijing concert hall.

St. Olaf Orchestra conductor Steve amundson with 
zhang Jiahao ’16 in his hometown of Xi’an, China

Fulbrighters (l–r) Eric becklin ’12, Julia coffin ’12, 

Zachary Erickson ’12, lisa drewry ’12, cecilia 

noecker ’12, Virginia Ma ’12 (alternate), Jamie  

Mosel ’12, and Sarah McGivern ’12 (not pictured: 

Sarah chao ’11 and Jonathan Henn ’12)
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all-Ole Squad Wins national Soccer Cup

This past spring, 
former st. olaf 
soccer standout 

ben langholz ’11 want-
ed a good reason to re-
unite with his old 
teammates and meet 
some of the current 
players on the ole soc-
cer team. A good way 
to do that, he rea-
soned, was to build a 
team of both former 
and current ole soccer 
players to play in the national sports center (nsc) soccer cup, a Memorial day weekend tourna-
ment held each year in blaine, Minnesota. langholz sent out one email to ole soccer players to see 
if there would be any interest in the tournament. within 24 hours, he had a team.

despite not having practiced together before the tournament, the ole squad found exceptional  
success at the nsc tournament. the team, which was comprised of players from the class of 2008 
to the class of 2017, swept the competition and walked away with the first place cup.

the 2012 nsc champions are: Zach newman ’08, Mark Zietlow ’09, Phil kennedy ’10,  
Scott crider ’10, kumar balasubrahmanyan ’11, Tommy Van Wylen ’11, John Zietlow ’11, logan 
Rathjen ’11, Alex kuehl ’11, Jeff Stamp ’11, ben langholz ’11, Tyler Wadsworth ’11, Harry Ullman 
’13, Stephen Johnson ’14, Jake Stark ’14, david Rosenthal ’14, kenzie lund ’14, nick lund ’14,  
Matt Zietlow ’14, and luke Zietlow ’17

— B R A d L E y W E S T ’ 13 

the 100th anniversary of the first  

St. Olaf Choir tour in norway will be 

celebrated in 2013. Join the choir  

next June 7–17 as it recreates that  

first tour. the itinerary includes 

concerts in Bergen, Voss, loen,  

Molde, and trondheim, with guided 

tours in Bergen and trondheim.

to learn more, visit stolafchoir.org  
and click on “groupie tour.”

JOin THE ST. OlAF cHOiR in
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 K
At i E cr i d E r ’ 13  K n ows she wants to make her 
life’s work about helping other people, and she ulti-
mately plans to pursue a master’s degree in social 
work. After interning at the Minnesota Aids project 
in st. paul this summer, crider got deep insight into 
careers of service, as well as an experience that will 
guide her decision-making about the future. 

her internship, funded through the st. olaf leaders for social 
change program, only stoked crider’s fire for service. during the full-
time, two-month internship, crider trained as an hiv educator, par-
ticipated in outreach events, and prepared and presented at several 
community meetings, where the organization  informed legislators 
about the challenges of living with hiv/Aids and facilitated discus-
sions between service providers and people with the disease.

“i have a hard time understand-
ing why people wouldn’t want to do 
this work,” says crider, who hails 
from downers grove, illinois, and is 
majoring in English with a concen-
tration in women’s studies. “how 
can they look at the world and [see] 
how messed up it is and not want 
to do something? of course, this is 
what i want to do. seeing the injus-
tices in the world — you have to try 
to fight them.”

leaders for social change aims 
to open doors for students to chan-
nel their passion for social justice 
into real world experiences. Funded 
by the Kloeck-Jenson Endowment 
for peace and Justice, the pro-
gram’s ultimate goal is to help stu-
dents turn academic theories into 
practice and grow as effective lead-
ers through internships with com-
munity organizations.

in addition, participants learn 
about social problems and possible 
solutions during weekly seminars 
with st. olaf faculty and community 
leaders, and they continue the con-
versation by living with fellow interns 
in st. paul or northfield. together, 
these experiences help students 
discern their vocations, develop 
professional skills, and grow as 
engaged citizens, adds nate Jacobi, 
co-director of leaders for social 
change and associate director for 
civic engagement at the piper 
center for vocation and career. 

student leaders for social change benefit from  
Kloeck-Jenson Endowment for peace and Justice
by suzy Frisch  |  photo by dAvid gonnErMAn ’90

gabriel trejos ’14, Katie Crider ’13, 
and Ben Cuddihy taylor ’13 are 
leaders for Social Change

advancingthemission
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the Kloeck-Jenson Endowment for peace and Justice was formed 
in memory of scott Kloeck-Jenson ’87, his wife, barbara, and their 
two children, Zoe and noah. the family was killed in a car accident 
while vacationing in south Africa in 1999. Kloeck-Jenson, known 
fondly as “Jens” during his student days on the hill, was powered by 
a mission to make the world a better place. he served in the peace 
corps in the small African country of lesotho and worked on social 
justice and land ownership issues as project director of the 
university of wisconsin’s land tenure center in Mozambique.

the recipient of the prestigious Fulbright, MacArthur, and 
sargent shriver peaceworker fellowships, Kloeck-Jenson conducted 
field work on rural poverty while pursuing his ph.d. in political sci-
ence. in his life, he drew inspiration from Micah 6:8, “And what does 
the lord require of you but to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with your god.”

“Jens spent his life’s work in obedience to a call to serve the neediest 
among us,” says former roommate and friend Eric tostrud ’87. “he 
studied injustice from an academic perspective, but he also worked 
digging in the dirt — and i mean that literally — alongside those  
who he served.” 

to honor Kloeck-Jenson’s memory and continue his life’s work, 
his family and friends established the endowment in 2001. “we  
created the endowment with the hope of giving current students the 
chance to study and work as Jens did to remedy injustice where they 
see it, and to learn from that experience,” says tostrud. “we are 
thrilled with the results. Every time we meet with students who have 
participated in the leaders for social change program, we feel like 
we’re meeting a new Jens.”

the endowment’s advocacy for social justice comes through in 
numerous ways, including supporting students financially through 
leaders for social change as they tackle issues like poverty, educa-
tional access, the environment, health, and housing. it also sponsors 
events and brings guest speakers to campus. 

“leaders for social change provides opportunities for students  
to enact their ideals and to put their theory into practice,” explains 
Jacobi. “in the process, they are developing professional skills that 
will prepare them to effectively apply these ideals in future work 
roles. so it’s not just, ‘go have a great experience and make a differ-
ence now.’ it’s, ‘Make a difference now, and make an impact in the 
world after you graduate.’”

that’s exactly what ben cuddihy taylor ’13 and gabriel trejos ’14 
plan to do. like crider, they recently took part in internships funded 
by the endowment. trejos, who came to st. olaf from guapiles, 
costa rica, gained key experience in economic development and 
rural entrepreneurship as an economic analyst for the northfield 
Area rural-urban Economy (nAruE) project and an intern at the 
rural Enterprise center. 

through its grow a Farmer agripreneur program, trejos taught 
people — especially immigrants — skills that will help them to move 
from subsistence jobs to owning their own businesses. it’s precisely 
the type of economic development work he’d like to do after he  
graduates with a degree in economics and environmental studies. 

trejos also completed an in-depth economic analysis that 
revealed the financial impact of agriculture on northfield’s economy. 
completing the analysis gave trejos solid research skills that will  
help him both in school and with future jobs. 

“there was no data or information to show the impact of the agri-
cultural sector, so i had to create my own model and be resourceful,” 
says trejos, who came to st. olaf through the davis united world 
college scholars program. “i came from a high school focused on 
peace and justice, and i came to college seeking answers for how i can 
contribute to social change. From this project i learned that social 
change is really complex, and it may take years. i have to be patient.” 

For taylor, his experience interning at the lutheran coalition for 
public policy in Minnesota was equally eye-opening. As the coalition 
focused its efforts on environmental and hunger issues, taylor 
observed policy work in action, and he saw the importance of build-
ing relationships with legislators — no matter their views — in order 
to gain a seat at the table. 

taylor learned plenty from coalition director rev. Mark peters, 
observing and practicing peters’s approach to networking and lobby-
ing. “he told us on our first day that our job is to build relationships 
so that if he wants five minutes of anyone’s time, democrat or 
republican, he can have the conversation on whatever policy the 
coalition is working on,” says taylor, a sociology, anthropology, and 
environmental studies major from hoosick Falls, new york. “it was 
really great to see that policy work can be calm and rational, and that 
the snippet we see on television of people shouting at each other is 
not the norm.” 

taylor worked on many projects this summer, from a hunger sim-
ulation to gathering comments about the Environmental protection 
Agency’s more stringent guidelines on coal-fired power plants. 

taylor, who plans to apply for a Fulbright scholarship or to a non-
profit service program before going to law school, is interested in a 
career in public policy on the federal level. he completed his intern-
ship armed with new skills in building alliances and effectively fram-
ing arguments, as well as engaging people with different views in 
respectful conversations en route to compromise. 

“these conversations are crucial in every aspect of every issue 
we’re facing today, and it’s about finding ways to solve problems that 
work for everyone,” he says. “it’s part of making it a better world.”
And that reflects the Kloeck-Jenson Endowment for peace and 
Justice — and its namesakes — perfectly. 

SUZy FRiScH  is a twin cities freelance writer  
and regular contributor to St. Olaf Magazine.

“We created the endowment with  

the hope of giving current students  

the chance to remedy injustice where  

they see it, and to learn from that 

experience.”  —  E r i c  to st r u d  ’ 87

to support the Kloeck-Jenson Endowment  
for peace and Justice, call 800-776-6523.

stolaf.edu/giving
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1933
in May, bernice Hofengen Haakenson enjoyed 
meeting leah Svingen ’13, who was visiting her 
grandparents at a retirement center in Fargo, 

where bernice is 
also a resident. 
they had a good 
visit about st. olaf 
and all that’s 
changed on the  
hill these past  

80 years. leah is preparing for a career in  
medicine, and her brother, kyle Svingen ’11, has 
joined Americorps. n Helen Strand, 103 years 
young, has led a busy and rewarding life since 
graduating from st. olaf and earning a master’s 

and doctorate at the 
university of Minnesota. 
A longtime teacher who 
began her career in a 
one-room schoolhouse, 
helen worked in various 
agencies in washington, 
d.c., during wwii, went 
to west Africa as a 

Fulbright lecturer, and directed the elementary 
education program at luther college until her 
retirement in 1974. 

1952
bob Stein has been elected a fellow of the royal 
philatelic society of london. he writes, “i am 
working on a book on King george v definitive 
stamps in my area of specialty.”

1955
Elizabeth “bJ” 
Huizenga 
buntrock is the 
winner of the 
2012 “For 
good Awards” by the community Foundation 
of broward, Fla.

1956
George kelling writes, “My most notable recent 
achievement is hosting the annual st. olaf old 
guys convention at stormy lake, wis., which 
includes bob Flaten, lee Greenslit, chuck 
Hillstrom, John (Jake) Jacobson, kris Paulson, 
John Shier, and bill Weitcamp. Although catch-
ing up on our personal health issues consumes 
most of the time, the conversations range from 
art (Jake) to Middle East policy (bob) to health 
maintenance (John s.), and so on, as the rest of 
us try to get words in edgewise.” the guys re-
united again this past June. n kathryn Voss 

Vigen met fellow alum Tom Franek ’06 in 
February when she embarked on her first cruise 
aboard the island princess, sailing to the 
panama canal, costa rica, Aruba, cartagena, 
south America, 
and the grand 
cayman islands. 
passengers raved 
about the ship’s 
entertainer, tom 
Franek, a pianist, 
vocalist, and a 
comedian, and Kathryn was delighted to dis-
cover he was an ole, though unsurprised, given 
his musical talent. “he had an amazing way of 
interacting with his audience,” writes Kathryn, 
comparing him to garrison Keillor, and he was a 
memorable part of her trip.

1957

Richard (dick) norman was inducted into the 
2011 Minnesota state high school coaches 
Association hall of Fame after an illustrious 36-
year career as a science teacher and head track 
and field coach at Mayo high school in 
rochester, Minn. dick, who officiates at track 
events each spring, has also designed and pro-
duced a laser measuring device (lAsAM). the 

device is regularly used at championship track 
and field meets in several states and at all levels 
of competition. 

1958

longtime friends (l–r) Sonja Hegge Hillestad, 
Meredith “dd” Wilson-Fleming, and Shirley 
Stolz Stenseth returned to the hill for honors 
day this spring. sonja, dd, and shirley were 
first-year roommates and have remained close 
all these years.

1959
larry Erickson writes, “greetings to my 1959 
classmates. i’m sorry i couldn’t make it to our 
50th reunion. My wife, valerie, and i recently 
celebrated our 31st wedding anniversary. i’m 
still practicing dermatology full time in vero 
beach, Florida, and have no plans to retire for at 
least three more years. i enjoy reading updates 
about what you all are up to these days and 
hope you’ll continue [to write].”

1961
Rachel Mandsager Pechauer was delighted to 
receive a thank you note from nikita Shah ’14, 
who was the 2012 honor’s day recipient of the 
class of 1961 scholarship. nikita, who lives near 
chicago, will be a junior this fall and hopes to 
become a pharmacologist. in her letter to 
rachel, nikita wrote, “i greatly appreciate your 
generosity. it’s helping me make my college ex-
perience wonderful.” n Faith Thorkelson Risser 
Swenson is recording christian music, with her 
most recent cd titled “hush little baby.” Faith 
writes, “i am donating 10% of the sales to the 
youth group at my church. i am blessed with 
the gift of music from my heart.” n Oscar 
Wehmanen is playing viola in the houston civic 
symphony and the galveston symphony, sing-
ing bass in church choir, and just got a guiteron.

1962
Russell “Gene” Parta returned to the hill for his 
50th class reunion in June and thoroughly en-
joyed his time back on campus. gene, who had 

An Ole Gathering
louise benson Griffin writes, “About 20 oles  
enjoyed time together on April 10 at 
Mindekirken, the norwegian lutheran 
Memorial church of Minneapolis, complete 
with a very norwegian lunch and a fascinating 
presentation by classmate Faith Fjeld, who 
spoke about her sámi ancestry and heritage. 

(back, l–r) Joyce nelson McManus, Geri 
Overland decorsey, betty Vos Hemstad, Ede 
Andreasen Holmen, Shoonie donhowe 
Hartwig, JoAnn Heil cherry, bev derscheid 
Sorensen, Sonja larson Rathbun, dorothea 
Tenney, lois carlson Willand, Judy 
christensen, and Janet bye Gambell; (Front, 
l–r) Faith Fjeld, Sindy lier Tellekson, louise 
benson Griffin, Mary bender Miller, Pat 
Preston Henke, and barb bjorkman Peterson. 
Joining the ladies were Wayne Tellekson ’56,  
c. Richard Peterson ’56, and dennis Griffin ’55.

class notes
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been director of audience research for the u.s.-
funded radio liberty in paris until 1991 and then 
director for both radio Free Europe and radio 
liberty in both Munich and prague until his re-
tirement in 2006, has published two books on 
the subject of cold war broadcasting to 
Eastern Europe and the former soviet union.

1968
Rana limbo, director of bereavement and ad-
vance care planning services at gundersen 
lutheran Medical Foundation in lacrosse, wis., 
has been inducted as a fellow of the American 
Academy of nursing. Membership in the acad-
emy is one of the most prestigious honors in 
the field of nursing. rana writes, “it wouldn’t 
have happened without my foundational educa-
tion at st. olaf.” n louis Ogaard returned to 
bolivia after a nearly four-year hiatus in the 
u.s., working for a nonprofit that conducted  
research into the conversion of algae to biofuel.

1970
when Lutheran Quarterly magazine celebrated 
its 25th year in March at its annual meeting and 
banquet, editor Paul Rorem discovered that the 
officers and key members of the editorial staff 
were all oles. the gathering, he writes, turned 
into a st. olaf reunion, “an inter-generational 
team of alums united by a common concern for 
lutheran history and theology.” pictured: 

(bottom, l–r): Roald kindem ’51, Oliver Olson 
’50 (president and founding editor), david 
Hardy ’53 (vice-president and treasurer), Paul 
Rorem; (top, l–r) Walter Sundberg ’69, Mark 
Granquist ’79, Mark Mattes ’82, and Steven 
Paulson ’80. n Rebecca Schmidt Taibl retired 
from marketing research and is now a self-em-
ployed artist and communicator.

1971
Mary Ellen 
Andersen was 
welcomed to 
tokyo by 
Jonathan 
Sack ’04 and 
his father  
Jim Sack ’74, 
where they enjoyed the annual sakura Festival 
and the cherry blossoms. Jonathan teaches at 
the American school in tokyo. Jim and his wife 
carol are ElcA missionaries who have served 
in Japan since 1982. n Ronald Johnson married 

for the first time in April. he and his wife, Janine, 
honeymooned on a European cruise that 
stopped in italy, greece, and turkey, including 
the biblical city of Ephesus. he writes, “i am now 
a stepfather to two, a step-grandfather to three, 
and the owner of a mini-schnauzer.”

1972
kevin Grose has retired from the united 
nations, where he served as director of infor-
mation services for the united nations climate 
change secretariat in bonn, germany. he also 
served with the international union for 
conservation of nature in switzerland and the 
united nations Environment programme in 
Kenya. n katherine Wood retired from federal 
government service, where she held senior 
management positions in public affairs, the 
arts, and international relations. she is now di-
rector of international and interfaith programs 
at virginia theological seminary, and recently 
was appointed to a second three-year term on 
the Arlington commission for the Arts.

1973
Rebecca Mitchell 
lassen and 
Melissa Johnson 
Wannigman cel-
ebrated their 60th 
birthdays together 
in san Antonio! n 
brent Mutsch became superintendent of the 
American school of dubai in dubai, united Arab 
Emirates, on July 1, after serving five years as su-
perintendent of the singapore American school.

1974
Anne Shackelford Fish has a part-time job as 
coordinator of a free lunch program for high 
school students at Emmanuel Episcopal church 
in san Angelo, texas. n Former Minnesota state 
senator Ember Reichgott Junge has authored a 
book about charter schools and innovation in 
large public school systems. Ember was the 
senate author of Minnesota’s 1991 chartered 
school law, the first in the nation, and continues 
to be active nationally in the charter school 
movement. n leonard, street and deinard 
shareholder david W. kelley was recently 
elected as a fellow of the exclusive American 
college of real Estate lawyers.

1975
deb carlsen Wilkinson 
is serving a two-year 
term as board chair of 
the girl scouts of 
Minnesota and 
wisconsin river valleys’ 
board of directors.

1976
Artist Randi kindem Siu had two shows in 
boston early last spring; “Asian Aspects” and 
“Appassionata!” learn more at RandiSiu.com.

1978
Janet Zahn dreamed 
of starting a music 
school while still 
working in the corpo-
rate world in video 
production and pur-
sued it, founding the camden Music school in 
Minneapolis seven years ago. “it took a good 
year to become self-sustaining, but nothing 
stopped me,” says Janet, whose school now has 
16 part-time instructors and 224 students.”

1980
carolyn Mankell Sowinski is director of gifts of 
hope, sponsored by the Metro [washington] 
d.c. synod of the ElcA, which helps support 17 
local non-profit organizations and companion 
synods. in her spare time, carolyn sings with 
the choral Arts society of washington and  
volunteers at the national Archives.

1981
Anne Montgomery was installed as president of 
the washington Academy of Family physicians 
by her husband, glen stream, who is president of 
the American Academy of Family physicians. 
she writes, “we are certain this is the first time 
there have been national and state presidents 
who are spouses.“ Anne continues to teach at 
the family medicine residency and in her spare 
time, “just for fun,” is pursuing an MbA in health 
care management at gonzaga university.

1982
Rolf Erdahl, who plays double bass, and his 
wife, carrie Vecchione, who plays the oboe, will 
present 84 performances of their pages of 
Music series to senior centers and residences 
across Minnesota in 2012–13. check out  
oboebass.com for the calendar of events. n  
kij Johnson, whose latest book, At the Mouth of 
the River of 
Bees, one of 
the most 
anticipated 
debut sci-
ence fiction 
story collec-
tions in re-
cent years, 
has accept-
ed a position as assistant professor of fiction 
writing at the university of Kansas. Kij’s short 
stories have received the sturgeon, world 
Fantasy, and nebula awards. 

64663_Fall2012_CS5.indd   45 9/14/12   8:10 PM



4 6  s t . o l A F  M A g A Z i n E

 

1983
dave kenney writes, “i thought you oles might 
get a kick out of this. My two latest books — a 
pair of histories of, yes, gustavus Adolphus 
college — have recently been published. here’s 
a link: news.blog.gustavus.edu/2011/12/13/gusta-
vus-publishes-two-sesquicentennial-histories-2.”  
n Aaron Miller recently was named director of 
volunteer services for nyc’s central park 
conservancy, a nonprofit organization whose 
mission, in partnership with the public, is to  
restore, manage, and enhance central park.  
n Alan Shepard has been appointed president 
and vice chancellor for concordia university in 
Quebec, and recently began a five-year term. 
Alan was most recently at ryerson university, 
where he served as provost and academic vice 
president, and chief operating officer since 2007. 

1984
keith Stelter, an associate director of the 
university of Minnesota–Mankato Family 
Medicine residency program, is serving a five-
year term on the American board of Family 
Medicine. n carol Stoutland resumed dancing 
about four years ago and is currently taking 
classes at the university of oregon’s dance  
department. she writes, “i have been taking a  
hiatus from my chiropractic career, but will 
soon be returning to that life. having received 
lots of chiropractic care, my body is functioning 
better today than it was 30 years ago!”

1985
Timothy Scheie writes, “on dec. 9, 2011, i 
married my partner of 17 years, craig sellers, 

in rochester, n.y. i can only hope that soon those 
in other states will have the same right to publicly 
affirm their dignity, commitment, love, and joy.”

1987
this spring, brian Felton and his family returned 
to Minnesota after a year in switzerland, where 
he led a team of Medtronic lawyers in the 
emerging markets of central and Eastern 
Europe, Middle East, and Africa. n danel Olson 
dedicated his fourth Exotic Gothic volume of  
eerie fiction to Mexican writer carlos Fuentes, 

whose writing he was 
introduced to by 
professor walter 
stromseth on a 1986 
study abroad program. 
he writes, “My love 
for Mexico dates to 
the streets i walked 
down during my 
liberation theology 

interim. i admit i even took a bride from the 
Mexican border.” his next book, due out in 
2013, again plunges south, exploring Mexican 
director guillermo del toro’s work.

1988
Steven Holland, an  
associate professor of 
economics at luther 
college, received a 
Fulbright award to  
teach at a university  
in the southeastern 
European nation of 
Montenegro for the 
2012–13 academic year.

1990
kathryn Schifferdecker’s writings were fea-
tured in ON Scripture – The Bible, a weekly col-
umn that was launched by the collaborative 
efforts of odyssey networks, the huffington 
post, and day1.org. Kathryn is an associate 
professor of old testament at luther 
seminary in st. paul, Minn. 

1991
Allison Wee received tenure at california 
lutheran university and was promoted to  
associate professor of English.

1992
Alex Oana reports, “the real accomplishment 
in l.A. is living near the ocean. that air! last fall 
my whole life changed: appeared on the cover 
of a magazine, got happily divorced, recruited 
to vice president of an audio company, and cut 
my distance to the ocean by one quarter. My 
two kids are awesome. life is good.”

n e W  B O O K S  B y  S t.  O l a f  a l U M n i  a n D  fa C U lt y

on the shelf

Discovering the Hidden Listener: An Assessment of Radio Liberty and 
Western Broadcasting to the USSR During the Cold War (hoover press/
stanford university, 2007), by R. Eugene Parta ’62 (amazon.com)

Cold War Broadcasting: Impact on the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 
(central European university press, budapest/new york, 2010),  
R. Eugene Parta ’62 and A. ross Johnson, eds. (amazon.com)

Poems for Ordinary People (north star press, 2012), by carol Allis ’68 
(amazon.com, poemsforordinarypeople.com)

Zero Chance of Passage: The Pioneering Charter School Story (beaver’s 
pond press, 2012), by Ember Reichgott Junge ’74 (amazon.com)

At the Mouth of the River of Bees (small beer press, 2012), by  
kij Johnson ’82 (amazon.com, smallbeerpress.com)

A Concise Introduction to Programming in Python (chapman & hall/crc 
textbooks in computing, 2011), by Mark Johnson ’83 (amazon.com)

Ash Wednesday (oconee spirit press, 2012), by Harold Eppley ’84  
(amazon.com, haroldeppley.com)

Exotic Gothic 4 (ps publishing ltd. uK, 2012), by danel Olson ’87  
(pspublishing.co.uk)

Christian Ethics: A Case Method Approach, Fourth Edition (orbis books, 
2012), by laura A. Stivers ’87, christine E. gudorf, James b. Martin-
schramm (amazon.com)  

Hoping for More: On Having Cancer, Talking Faith, and Accepting  
Grace (cascade press, wipf & stock publishers, 2012), by deanna 
Thompson ’89 (amazon.com, wipfandstock.com)

Off the Grid (penguin group, 2012), by P.J. Tracy (P.J. lambrecht ’68  
and Traci lambrecht ’89) (barnesandnoble.com, amazon.com)

International Struggles for Critical Democratic Education (peter lang 
publishing, 2012), by Matthew knoester ’96 (amazon.com)

Grateful for Gluten-Free (green Frog publishing, 2012), by lisa castle 
larrive ’01; illustrated by Jamie Mosel ’12 (amazon.com)

Editor’s Note: st. olaf Magazine does not review books written by alumni and 
faculty, nor does it promote any publication. The publication of books written by 
alumni will be included in “On the Shelf” as information to be shared with class-
mates and to encourage interested Ole readers to learn more. Books by Ole 
authors also may be available in the St. Olaf Bookstore (stolafbookstore.com).
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1994
Sarah Ford, who recently welcomed a  
daughter with her husband, spencer, writes, 
“i’m still working as a producer for nbc 
national news in los Angeles and am slowly 
learning how to do this parenting thing.” n 
nadia Winds Morgen is enrolled in a ph.d. 
program in sociology at the university of  
new hampshire.

1995

Peet Fetsch is the owner and creative director 
of big table studio (bigtablestudio.com) in  
st. paul, Minn., a combination graphic design 
studio, poster craft printing shop, and store-
front retail business.

1996
Heather Anderson has returned to her artistic 
roots and is engaged in an apprenticeship at a 
tattoo shop in helsingør, denmark. her artist 
page can be found on Facebook. n katherine 
crowley is an AAAs science and technology 
policy Fellow in the sunshot initiative at the 
u.s. department of Energy. sunshot is a na-
tional initiative to make solar energy cost-
competitive with other forms of energy by the 
end of the decade.

1997
Anthony bolstorff is an integrated wealth  
advisor for carlson capital Management.

1998
Jennifer Fink Hellman, goff public’s chief  
operating officer, was named a 2012 “top 25 
woman to watch” by the Minneapolis/St. Paul 
Business Journal.

1999
christopher Sheffert is a founder and manag-
ing director for the private equity firm inoca.

2000
Jenny benson Moran is serving as pastor at 
christ’s community Moravian church in Maple 
grove, Minn. n John kusske is working for the 
nonprofit charities roundabout and little Flower, 

both in china. he is also singing in two choirs, 
the international Festival chorus and deutsche 
Kantorei peking, and tries to connect with oles 
whenever they’re in beijing or shanghai. 

2002
luke Anderson graduated in May from the 
harvard graduate school of Education, and has 
become director of finance and business opera-
tions for an administrative unit of the university 
of colorado, boulder. luke and his wife, kelly 
banks Anderson ’03, were excited to return to 
their home state with their two children. luke 
also continues to engage in math education ini-
tiatives through his website, TeachPi.org. n 
Sarah Paulson kovacic has received her mas-
ter’s degree in human resources.

2003
Jonathan cornell accepted a call to be pastor  
of the presbyterian church of wabash, ind. n 
branden Grimmett is the new director of the 
piper center for vocation and career at st. olaf, 
which provides career resources and experi-
ences for students. n Joshua Olsen is a trail 
project coordinator for gallatin valley land 
trust, a conservation organization committed  
to protecting southwest Montana’s open spaces 
for wildlife, recreation, and agriculture.  n 
Matthew Pelikan, a third year law student at 
the university of Minnesota law school, is 
clerking for Minnesota supreme court Justice 
paul Anderson during the 2012–13 term.

2004
lauren Gloede earned a master’s of interna-
tional business from the Fletcher school at 
tufts university and is a management con-
sultant with Fidelity investments in boston. n 
Sara Himmerich, who is employed by veterans 
Medical research Foundation, the research 
wing of the vA san diego healthcare system, is 
working on two ptsd research studies involv-
ing veterans from operation Enduring Freedom, 
operation iraqi Freedom, and operation new 
dawn. n Jill Johnson writes, “After graduating 
from georgetown [with a] master of science 
in foreign service in May 2011, i took a job with 
target corporation. i am a senior analyst in 
sustainable sourcing, focusing on the envi-
ronmental sustainability of the facilities that 
produce target-owned brand product across 
the world.” n Ryan Shiek was named the 2012 

patient administration 
officer for the entire  
u.s. navy. ryan is a  
lieutenant naval of-
ficer and health care 
administrator at the 
naval Medical center in 
san diego. the official 
announcement noted 
ryan’s exceptional 

ST. olaf 
STudy Travel

for more information call 507.786.3028 or 
888.865.6537, visit stolaf.edu/studytravel,  

or email studytravel@stolaf.edu.

Journey to AntArcticA:  
the White continent 
January 16/17–29, 2013 

Led by Bob Jacobel 
 

egypt: At the crossroAds  
of cultures 

March 9/10–23, 2013 
Led by Rich and Wendy Allen 

 

the Arts And culture of spAin 
Along the Way to santiago de compostela 

sept. 1/2–16, 2013 
Led by Jim Dunlop and Mac Gimse ‘58

 

coMing in 2014!
 

Mini terM in AsiA:  
thAilAnd And VietnAM 

14 to 16 days in January 2014 
Led by Mary Griep and Randolph Jennings 

 

theAter in london 
10 days in late April/early May 2014 

Led by Pat and Kathy Quade 
 

greece 
14 to 16 days in June 2014 

Led by Jim and Donna May 
 

spAin, frAnce And itAly 
12 to 14 days in June 2014

Led by Meg Ojala and John Barbour 
in conjunction with the St. Olaf Band tour 

 

AustrAliA And neW ZeAlAnd 
16 days in september 2014 

Led by Ted and Michelle Johnson

E x pEr iEn cE 
a  mind f u l  way 

t o  t r av El .

stolaf.edu/alumni/classifieds
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leadership, numerous accomplishments, and 
establishment of programs that will have a far 
reaching impact.

2005
carolyn brostrom Phillips has earned her mas-
ter of divinity degree from the lutheran school 
of theology at chicago. carolyn and her hus-
band, rory, who is also an M.div student, are 
seeking their first call in the ElcA. n Allison 
dowe has earned her master’s degree in writ-
ing, rhetoric, and discourse from depaul 
university in chicago. n Elizabeth duthie re-
ceived her ph.d. in public and community 
health from the Medical college of wisconsin. 
n Matt Green and his wife, Marit Sletten ’06, 
are living in Minnesota and “enjoy spending 
time at the cabin, farm, and travelling.” Matt is 
a regional sales manager, providing leadership 
to independent financial advisors in the 
Midwest, helping them grow their practices 
through coaching and training.

2006

lindsay Hench Snyder was awarded the sprenger 
scholarship at the Minneapolis Abbott north-
western hospital’s Annual nurse week cele-
bration in May. the scholarship, named for dee 
idstrom Sprenger ’59 and Gordy Sprenger ’59 
in honor of their long-standing service to Abbott 
northwestern hospital and the community, will 
allow lindsay to pursue a doctorate in nursing. n 

bryan Hinck graduated from the rosalind 
Franklin university of Medicine and science, 
chicago Medical school, and is a resident in 
urology at cleveland clinic. n Travis Mattson is 
doing a one-year residency in general dentistry 
at the university of detroit Mercy school of 
dentistry. n composer Matthew Peterson 
earned second place in the American prize in 
the composition–professional division for his 
orchestral work, Hyperborea. the American 
prize is a series of nonprofit competitions that 
recognize and reward the best performing art-
ists, ensembles, and composers in America.

2006
Erin Preloger, a fourth-year medical student at 
the Medical college of wisconsin, was present-
ed with the prestigious 2012 houghton Award 
by the wisconsin Medical society Foundation. 
the award honors medical students who excel 
in their knowledge of both the scientific and so-
cioeconomic issues related to medicine.

2007
ian campbell, a ph.d. candidate in the wallace 
h. coulter department of biomedical 
Engineering at georgia tech and Emory 
university, took a little detour this summer to 
put the writing skills he developed at st. olaf to 
use. ian, a 2012 iEEE-usA Engineering Mass 
Media Fellow, spent 10 weeks as an intern at 
The Oregonian in portland, reporting on science 
and technology. n Elsa Marty will serve as a 
pastoral intern with the gossner Evangelical 
lutheran church in ranchi, india, during the 
coming year. n Allison Simonton, who recently 
graduated from george washington university 
law school, accepted a commission into the 
u.s. Army JAg corps and is serving in 
grafenwoehr, germany. she writes, “i’ve also 
gotten engaged, and my fiance, Kevan Marvasti, 
will be joining me on the adventures in Europe. 
our wedding will be in the Finger lakes region 

of new york, september 2013. it might take a 
bit more time [to plan] a wedding from the oth-
er side of the planet!”

2008
Sarah Goldberg just signed a contract with  
the oregon shakespeare Festival, where she 
will choreograph shakespeare’s As You Like It. 
sarah writes, “once my contract with osF 
ends i will be moving to chicago in the hopes 
of finding more opportunities to dance and 
create.” n Suzi Hintz Hinck started a masters 
program in nutrition at case western reserve 
university in cleveland. n Matt Majerus  
graduated from the university of Minnesota 
Medical school in May. n Elizabeth Sanders is 
pursuing a ph.d. in English literature at the 
university of iowa.

2009
Martha Stuckey, who has studied music and 
performance under Koo nimo in ghana and  
later presented a concert series throughout 
southern spain, is now studying physical  
theater and ensemble work at the pig iron 
school for Advanced performance training in 
philadelphia. n lauren Vick, along with several 
other recent olaf grads, has founded a theater 
company in the twin cities called the buoyant 
theatre collective (buoyanttheatre.com).

2010
chenoa Albertson is in a five-month training 
program with the Academy of circus Arts uK. 
n brianna Hall currently holds several part-
time positions. “i’m writing children’s nonfic-
tion for the publishing company capstone 
press. i also volunteer as an administrator for 
the Minneapolis-based dance company 
threads dance project, and i communicate 
with publishing companies and artists to ob-
tain music performance rights.”  n John 
Howard is running for u.s. congress as a rep-
resentative for the Minnesota third district. his 
campaign team includes a number of bright 
oles who are embracing the ideals to Action 
motto. Friends can learn more at JohnHoward3.
com. n kate Tecku has accepted a new position 
as the healthy food promotions coordinator at 
the Food bank. she writes, “i have been 
charged with supplying and promoting healthi-
er food options to our clients, and educating 
and empowering them to buy, cook, and eat 
healthy meals on a budget.” n cody Venzke 
will be teaching high school math at Elsik high 
school in houston with teach for America for 
the next two years.

2011
Emily Quinnell is pursuing a master’s degree  
in social work at the university of wisconsin-
Madison, with a focus on child protection.

class notes

Formerly Partners in Annual Giving, The St. Olaf Fund is a flexible, donor-

centric approach to fundraising for current support. Annual gifts enhance the 

college’s priorities and, if desired, may be directed to enrich particular programs, 

departments, or initiatives. All gifts to The St. Olaf Fund — regardless of  

size — are a statement of support for the St. Olaf mission and the continued 

financial health of the college. Each gift enhances the St. Olaf experience and 

sets a foundation for our students to lead grace-filled, values-driven lives.
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Reunion Weekend 2012

TH i S  y e a R ’ S  R e U n i O n  W e e K e n D  Wa S  a  B l a S t ! 

thanks to all the alumni and friends who came back 
to the Hill to celebrate your connection to St. Olaf. and a 
special note for those of you who participated in the 50th 
or the 25th Reunions: you can now order a print of your 
reunion group photo. Place your order by calling the 
alumni and Parent Relations Office at 888-865-6537 or 
go online to stolaf.edu/alumni/reunion. for the rest of you, 
it’s not too soon to mark your calendars for next year: 
May 31 – June 2, 2013! 

stolaf.edu/alumnireunionweekend 2012

 F A l l  2 0 1 2  4 9

64663_Fall2012_CS5.indd   49 9/14/12   8:10 PM



5 0  s t . o l A F  M A g A Z i n E

future oles
Erik lindberg ’88 and liana odrcic, twins, Evjen and isak

Andrea and greg Egbert ’93, a son, charlie

todd and sarah Embury lafrentz ’94, a son, Jacob

sarah Ford ’94 and spencer downing, a daughter, louisa

Jennifer and Michael rogan ’94, a son, John

simon and Michelle becker webster ’96, a son, david

Missy graner ’96 and rhys Jones ’96, a daughter, olivia

randi grundahl rexroth ’96 and rick rexroth ’94, a daughter, Kristina

Mauricio and heather nelson lopez ’97, twins, Mateo and nina

Maria and nate beaudin ’98, a son, Max

Anna leighton stier ’98 and Jeremy stier ’96, a son, connor

sarah gioe ’99 and robert neel, a son, Zachary

beret Jorgensen Froehle ’99 and Joel Froehle ’99, a daughter, violet

John and shelley Merwin steingraeber ’99, a daughter, Freida

Alyssa and nils snyder ’99, a daughter, Mette

stephen and Andrea hedding tietjen ’00, a son, Elijah

Meg and richard pearson ’00, a son, Eamon

Jennifer terhune streit ’00 and daniel streit ’01, a daughter, lucie

claire campbell prestwood ’01 and david prestwood ’01, a daughter, Ainsley

christina Moses ’01 and ross MacMullan ’02, a son, Easton

Marianne Aarvik hennessy ’02 and bryant hennessy ’99, twins, Eva and liv

daniel and Erica starr Erickson ’02, a son, samuel

laura berg holst ’03 and phil holst ’03, a daughter, Melanie

Amy and Jonathan cornell ’03, a son, christian

neil and Allison Quetel hall ’03, twins, Alexander and thomas

leah Abbe bloem ’05 and Michael bloem ’05, a son, thomas

Jonathan and Kimberly schuh chester ’05, a son, Kellan

weddings
ronald Johnson ’71 and Janine Marcus, April 28, 2012

Jennifer winberg ’99 and steve skavnak, May 14, 2011

Kristen thompson ’00 and Micael dunavant, April 21, 2012

Erin vos ’00 and paul witcomb, March 27, 2011

Alison bonow ’01 and Michael galdys, May 14, 2011

becky Molstad ’01 and nathan sheldon, Jan. 28, 2012

Joshua olsen ’03 and bina peters, July 2010

carolyn brostrom ’05 and rory phillips, Aug. 13, 2011

lauren gioe ’06 and John lee, sept. 4, 2011

Juliann luce ’06 and luke Moretti ’00, March 2012

Marit sletten ’06 and Matt green ’05, Aug. 13, 2011

rachel dougherty ’08 and Mikael witte ’08, oct. 29, 2011

Anna Johnson ’08 and brian roach ’07, May 19, 2012

Kate horvat ’10 and Jason teiken ’10, August 1, 2011

Karl smithback ’10 and Emily sedgwick, Aug. 13, 2011

Mathew deram ’11 and Eleanor davis, June 25, 2011

deaths
orville running ’31, decorah, iowa, Feb. 6, 2012

laura Kramer hatleli ’32, woodbury, Minn., April 1, 2012

ruth bang ’33, red wing, Minn., March 20, 2012

oriet Fardal thompson ’34, clifton, texas, Jan. 31, 2012

solveig Farseth ’37, st. paul, Minn., March 31, 2012

Marvel thompson lillemoe ’37, rapid city, s.d., Feb. 1, 2012

belva nerlien walla ’38, spokane, wash., April 13, 2012

ruth glesne hanson ’39, Muscatine, iowa, Feb. 10, 2012

*oscar larson, Jr. ’39, Fort wayne, ind., Jan. 21, 2012

dorothy remme nilsen ’39, golden valley, Minn., April 18, 2012

virginia husby roise ’40, Minneapolis, Feb. 26, 2012

Margarit nicholson Anderson ’40, superior, wis., April 6, 2012

doris urdahl Johnson ’40, northwood, iowa, April 15, 2012

*orville bakko ’41, oakland, calf., Jan. 24, 2012

Milton nesse ’41, port Angeles, wash., March 4, 2012

Metta stockdal cogburn ’41, sacramento, calif., March 28, 2012

irene Erickson desart ’42, Elgin, iowa, Jan. 25, 2012

doris Fevold Mikelson ’42, Minneapolis, Jan. 20, 2012

ruth hansen stefferud ’42, lincoln, neb., Feb. 15, 2012

doris hansen waterman ’42, hopkins, Minn., March 15, 2012

clara herseth bogda ’42, Mesa, Ariz., April 24, 2012

Alf hjemboe ’42, Altoona, wis., dec. 25, 2011

george husske ’42, dubuque, iowa, March 1, 2012

Jane patrick cradick ’42, indianapolis, Feb. 15, 2012

*John ronning ’42, burr ridge, ill., April 4, 2012

ruth cornelius nelson ’43, stow, ohio, Feb. 28, 2012

dorothy hodgkins gigeay ’43, waseca, Minn., March 4, 2012

Evelyn berge casselman ’44, san Juan capistrano, calif., May 7, 2012

beatrice Engh Johnson ’45, st. paul, Feb. 12, 2012

shirlee gustafson thorsen ’45, chicago, April 14, 2012

*darwin holian ’45, santa barbara, calif., April 27, 2012

Alice hosfield ’45, owatonna, Minn., Feb. 14, 2012

Emma Mittermaier Frey ’46, lacrosse, wis., March 8, 2012

ruth stolee Johnson ’46, Edina, Minn., Feb. 3, 2012

Alice Erlander wilcox ’47, wayzata, Minn., March 21, 2012

Mathilde reinert lambert ’47, st. Joseph, Mo., April 29, 2012

irene bringle hill ’48, story city, iowa, dec. 2, 2011

Kathleen hanson Mason ’48, globe, Ariz., April 27, 2012

*d. duane nielsen ’48, loretto, Minn., Feb. 22, 2012

dorothy olson ’48, oak park, ill., sept. 9, 2009

*J. Elvern rommereim ’48, Kalispell, Mont., Feb. 13, 2012

irene Andresen scatliff ’49, chapel hill, n.c., dec. 31, 2011

Mavis Elstad nienow ’49, Faribault, Minn., Feb. 13, 2012

Jane glaettli sloop ’49, lawrence, Kan., March 13, 2012

thomas beck ’50, owatonna, Minn., dec. 4, 2011

robert brennan ’50, tampa, Fla., March 10, 2012

*carsten haaland ’50, powder springs, ga., dec. 18, 2010

*noel hansen ’50, omaha, neb., March 23, 2012

milestones
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*ronald henriksen ’50, Milwaukee, wis., April 2, 2012

darrel Meyer ’50, Mill valley, calif., oct. 9, 2010

harald petersen ’50, Albert lea, Minn., May 8, 2012

*walter reitan ’50, green bay, wis., March 27, 2012

*Kermit roisen ’50, des Moines, April 8, 2012

*lloyd swenson ’50, Austin, Minn., April 4, 2012

Joanne bjork Klein ’51, tahuya, wash., Jan. 29, 2012

donna holen stein ’51, Edina, Minn., May 31, 2012

dolores ihde Kopseng ’51, Albert lea, Minn., Jan. 23, 2012

Joyce Joul Engelkes ’51, rushmore, Minn., May 3, 2012

*philip Juhl ’51, waverly, iowa, Jan. 21, 2012

grace Kylling Kennedy ’51, beresford, s.d., May 13, 2012

Marilyn Moen Miller ’51, bloomington, Minn., sept. 26, 2008

*Algernon Johnson ’52, spicer, Minn., March 18, 2012

harald nielsen ’52, peoria, ill., May 7, 2012

carol Engelstad Johnson ’53, stephen, Minn., March 11, 2012

*John gustafson ’54, Albuquerque, n.M., June 5, 2012

*lawrence peterson, Jr. ’54, ogema, Minn., Feb. 7, 2012

John walledom iii ’54, Manteno, ill., Aug. 26, 2011

carol hoper hagen ’55, Fosston, Minn., May 14, 2012

Forrest glick ’56, Mankato, Minn., Feb. 17, 2012

beverly hansen best ’56, northfield, May 11, 2012

david Jordahl ’56, habichtswald, germany, May 4, 2012

*Kristoffer paulson ’56, vancouver, british columbia,  
canada, March 3, 2012

Floyd larson ’57, honolulu, dec. 8, 2011

Marcus Ede ’58, Mission, texas, April 8, 2012

*david Jarratt ’58, newton, Mass., March 19, 2012

*lowell rygg ’58, colorado springs, colo., Feb. 28, 2012

John Mason iii ’59, vancouver, wash., May 12, 2012

george Miner ’60, surprise, Ariz., Jan. 23, 2012

Judith Manes nelson ’61, berkeley, calif., May 28, 2012

Jacqueline vangen loper ’62, park city, Mont., April 22, 2012

*david grovdahl ’63, orlando, Fla., Feb. 8, 2012

lynne Forbord sethre ’65, circle pines, Minn., May 7, 2012

donald twito ’66, billings, Mont., April 17, 2012

gloria dittmer Faivre ’67, Eitzen, Minn., Jan. 21, 2012

george Moffett, Jr. ’68, ledyard, conn., Feb. 25, 2012

Karen sjoquist Jenkins ’70, Fallbrook, calif., April 1, 2012

sigfred peck ’74, los Angeles, May, 11, 2012

Anne odland ’77, richfield, Minn., March 31, 2012

richard wilson ’81, beldenville, wis., Feb. 9, 2012

Kristen day hewett ’85, wauwatosa, wis., March 2, 2012

ross Michehl ’89, gold river, calif., March 3, 2012

leah cook Mcdowell ’98, peterson, Minn., March 21, 2012

James graner ’98, Minnetrista, Minn., oct. 14, 2011

sara banks tiedeman ’01, blaine, Minn., April 3, 2012

christian balzer ’08, santa barbara, calif., March 28, 2012

* veteran

milestones
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A lU M n i  AWA R d S

A call for nominations
the office of Alumni and 
parent relations is currently 
accepting nominations for 
alumni who should be 
considered for awards in  
the following categories: 

distinguished Alumni Award (dAA) 
the distinguished Alumni Award is given to alumni who excel in the 
following categories: professional accomplishments, community 
service, church and/or religious involvement, and st. olaf involvement. 
these alumni have used their talents or skills in their profession or 
beyond to benefit the community. they have not only accomplished a 
job competently, they also have excelled in a profession through 
unusual success in or contribution to a field, through innovation or 
research that has caused the profession to advance, or for 
extraordinary contributions and achievements that have improved the 
quality of life for a segment of society.

Alumni Achievement Award (AAA)
candidates for the Alumni Achievement Award are judged for their 
professional achievements. the criteria shall be that the candidate has 
not merely accomplished a job competently but has excelled in a 
profession through unusual success or contribution to a field; through 
innovation or research, which has caused the profession to advance; 
or for extraordinary contributions and achievements that have 
improved the quality of life for some segment of society.

distinguished Service Award (dSA)
this award was established to honor those who have distinguished 
themselves in a life-long pursuit to serve their community and to 
support the advancement of the college, but may not have excelled in 
a particular profession.

Graduate of the last decade (GOld)
graduate of the last decade is given to young alumni who have set 
themselves apart in professional accomplishments, community 
service contributions, and st. olaf involvement. like the distinguished 
Alumni Award candidates, these young alumni have used talents or 
skills in their profession or beyond to benefit the community. they 
have not only accomplished a job competently, they also have 
excelled in a profession, made significant contributions to a field, or 
improved the quality of life for a segment of society. what is more, 
this candidate has achieved such success within 10 years of 
graduation from st. olaf.

lEARn MORE

visit stolaf.edu/alumni/awards or contact Alumni and parent relations  
at 507-786-3028, 888-865-6537, or alum-office@stolaf.edu

64663_Fall2012_CS5.indd   51 9/14/12   8:10 PM



5 2  s t . o l A F  M A g A Z i n E

W hen i lived in new york city  and told anyone 
that my alma mater was St. Olaf, more often than not 
the response was, “Oh, St. Olaf. Like in The Golden 

Girls!” For years, actress Betty White played the naïve, childlike 
character Rose Nylund on the popular television series, and Rose 
— a Norwegian American who hailed 
from the fictional farming town of  
St. Olaf, Minnesota — had made  
St. Olaf famous.

In 1989, Dan Jorgensen, then 
director of public relations for St. Olaf 
College, arranged for the St. Olaf 
Choir to visit the Hollywood set of 
The Golden Girls during their West 
Coast tour. Prior to the evening taping 
of the show, Betty White and Rue 
McClanahan (“Blanche”) surprised 
the audience — more than half of 
whom were St. Olaf Choir members 
— by coming onto the set and singing 
the college fight song, “Um! Yah! 
Yah!,” which Jorgensen had taught 
them earlier.

“Don’t any of you know this 
song?” White asked, and immediately 
every Ole joined in. It also happened 
to be White’s birthday, and the choir 
sang “Happy Birthday to Betty” in 
four-part harmony. White said that “after hearing those glorious 
voices, Rue and I crawled off the stage. It was such fun.”

Betty White reconnected with St. Olaf on May 3 and 4, 1992, 
with a two-day campus visit. Jorgensen remembers picking up 
Betty White and her assistant, Gail Clark, in Minneapolis and 
driving them to Northfield, where they planned to stay at the 
Archer House. As they neared Northfield, they came upon a farm 
dog sitting on the highway. White, a long-time dog-lover and  
animal welfare activist, worried the dog would be run over and 
insisted Jorgensen stop the car. White coaxed the dog off the road 
and into the ditch, ordering it to “Stay!” then returned to the car, 
remarking, “There! I feel better!” As they drove off, Jorgensen 
looked in the rearview mirror. The dog had already resumed his 
position on the highway. 

Betty White’s St. Olaf visit was a whirlwind of activity, from 
attending a St. Olaf women’s softball game to attending both a  
St. Olaf Choir rehearsal and spring concert, where she once again 
joined the choir in singing “Um! Yah! Yah!” The next morning, 
White had breakfast at the Ole Store and toured the Northfield 
Historical Society museum. Upon seeing a photo of the outlaw 
Jesse James, she remarked, “Look at his eyes. Is it any wonder 
[Henry] Fonda played him?”

White returned to the campus in time for chapel and a talk by 
St. Olaf president Melvin George, who spoke on the topic 
“Becoming like Children.” President George concluded by thank-
ing Rose Nylund “for reminding all Americans that being open, 
humble, dependent, and vulnerable is something to be admired, 

that naïveté is not all bad, and that 
happy endings are, in fact, what God 
had in mind all along when He made 
the world.”

White also met with St. Olaf  
student government leaders, was inter-
viewed on WCAL, and treated theater 
majors to stories about her acting 
career “I feel like I’ve been seeing  
St. Olaf from the inside,” White told 
the students before leaving the cam-
pus. “It will make a whole difference 
in my Rose characterization, I can 
assure you. I won’t be as tentative.  
I will be surer-footed, because you 
really understand where Rose is  
coming from, and she really is coming 
from your values.”

When I later wrote Ms. White, 
requesting a photograph to use with a 
story about her trip to the college and 
Northfield, a picture and letter soon 
arrived in the mail. The letter read:

Dear Susan,

Thanks so much for your nice letter. I remember my visit to 

St. Olaf very well. I was a little apprehensive, as I was afraid 

they would resent the fact that Rose wasn’t the brightest bulb 

in the chandelier, but they couldn’t have been warmer and 

more welcoming. To this day I have my Uff Da cup and shirt.

I remember meeting an exchange student from 

Germany who told me a story that made me laugh. He said 

that when he told friends that he was going to go to school 

in America, at St. Olaf College, they would say, “Oh, 

Golden Girls!” He would say no, and explain that St. Olaf 

was a school famous for its magnificent choir! And then 

they’d say, “Oh, we didn’t know the Golden Girls sang!!”

Please give my regards to all on your beautiful campus, 

and keep up that wonderful singing. 

Warmest regards, Betty

SUSAn HViSTEndAHl ’68  writes a monthly column, “historic happenings,” 
 for the Entertainment Guide of Northfield, Faribault, and Cannon Falls.

almanac stolaf.edu/collections/archives

The Golden Girl
B y  S U S a n  H V i S t e n Da H l  ’6 8

“We come from St. Olaf, we sure are the real stuff…”  
the same could be said for Betty White, who twice joined  

the St. Olaf Choir for a rendition of “Um! yah! yah!”
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SATU RDAY, OCTO B E R 13 ·  7  p.m . 
Iowa City, Iowa
Coralville Center for the Performing Arts

SU N DAY, OCTO B E R 14 ·  4  p.m .
Oak Park, Illinois
Oak Park River Forest High School 

MO N DAY, OCTO B E R 15 ·  7  p.m . 
Kettering, Ohio
Kettering Fairmont High School 

TU E S DAY,  OCTO B E R 16 ·  7  p.m . 
Upper St. Clair, Pennsylvania
Upper St. Clair Theater 

WE DN E S DAY,  OCTO B E R 17 ·  7  p.m . 
Hershey, Pennsylvania
Hershey High School  

TH U R S DAY,  OCTO B E R 18 ·  7  p.m . 
Meadville, Pennsylvania
Allegheny College 

FRIDAY,  OCTO B E R 19 ·  7:30 p.m . 
Goshen, Indiana
Goshen College 

SATU RDAY, OCTO B E R 20 ·  7:30 p.m . 
Middleton, Wisconsin
Middleton High School 
Joint concert with the Wisconsin  
Youth Symphony Orchestra

SU N DAY, OCTO B E R 2 1  ·  7:30 p.m .
Home Concert
Skoglund Center Auditorium

the St.  Olaf Orchestr a
S t e v e n  A m u n d S o n  ·  C o n d u C t o r

S T O L A F . E D U / M U S I C  ·  S T O L A F T I C K E T S . C O M

F A L L  T O U R  2 0 1 2



 “Here dwells the thinker and the scholar, the poet and  
the missionary, the prophet and the reformer, all those  
who have a vision of a better world and have dedicated  

their abilities to its realization.” — From the 1926-27 Viking yearbook

the hopes and dreams of countless young men and women have begun on Manitou heights. in 1942, president lars boe saw his dream for a good 
library at st. olaf come true. boe envisioned the library to be “the workshop of the college, its intellectual center.” today, in addition to providing 
a universe of information, knowledge, and art, rølvaag Memorial library is home to the English department and the rich collections of the hong 
Kierkegaard library, the norwegian-American historical Association, and the shaw-olson center for college history. p h o t o  b y  t o M  r o s t E r

St. Olaf College
1520 St. Olaf Avenue
Northfield, mn 55057
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