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WELCOME

CONFESSION
To open our hearts to God is to risk vulnerability, judgment, and condemnation. But throughout the
scriptures, we learn that God is merciful and just, slow to anger, and eager to forgiven. Let us then risk our
confession, first in silent prayer. Silent Prayer

God of tender mercies, we admit that sometimes we don’t know what to do with ourselves. We anger
at the slightest insult and imagine great vengeance upon those who wronged us. We laze about in the
good news of our faith and do not consider the deep commitment of faith. We care for ourselves but
not for others. Forgive us, we pray. Forgive us, help us to repent, and make us whole. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Friends in Christ, know this: the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting, and I remind you of this
surpassing grace – in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 1

HYMN – “Abraham Journeyed to a New Country”
Abraham journeyed to a new country;
Sarah went with him, journeying too.
Slaves down in Egypt fled Pharaoh's army;
Ruth left the home and people she knew.

Mary and Joseph feared Herod's order;
Soldiers were coming! They had to flee.
Taking young Jesus, they crossed the border;
So was our Lord a young refugee.

Some heard the promise — God's hand would bless them!
Some fled from hunger, famine and pain.
Some left a place where others oppressed them;
All trusted God and started again.

Did they know hardship? Did they know danger?
Who shared a home or gave them some bread?
Who reached a hand to welcome the stranger?
Who saw their fear and gave hope instead?

1Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’.  Used with permission.
https://holdfasttowhatisgood.com/liturgy/prayer-of-confession/



God, our own families came here from far lands;
We have been strangers, "aliens" too.
May we reach out and offer a welcome
As we have all been welcomed by you.2

PRAYER OF THE DAY - Open me to where you are calling me, O God, that I might go out in trust and
hope. In the name of +Jesus, Amen

LESSON: Genesis 12:1-9
1Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land
that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so
that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went
with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5Abram took his wife Sarai and
his brother's son Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired
in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6Abram
passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the
land. 7Then the LORD appeared to Abram, and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built
there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved on to the hill country on the
east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to
the LORD and invoked the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb.

PRAYERS

COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER

COMMUNION HYMN – “As We Gather at Your Table”
1 As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

2 Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.

2 “Abraham Journeyed to a New Country.”  Tune: Traditional Gaelic melody ("Morning Has Broken")  (MIDI). Text: Copyright ©
2010 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com     New Hymns:
www.carolynshymns.com/http://www.carolynshymns.com/abraham_journeyed_to_a_new_country.html

http://www.carolynshymns.com/midifiles/bunessan.midi
mailto:carolynshymns@gmail.com
http://www.carolynshymns.com/
http://www.carolynshymns.com/abraham_journeyed_to_a_new_country.html


3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.

BLESSING

HYMN – “Creating God, Your Fingers Trace”
1 Creating God, your fingers trace
the bold designs of farthest space;
let sun and moon and stars and light
and what lies hidden praise your might.

2 Sustaining God, your hands uphold
earth's myst'ries known or yet untold;
let water's fragile blend with air,
enabling life, proclaim your care.

3 Redeeming God, your arms embrace
all now despised for creed or race;
let peace, descending like a dove,
make known on earth your healing love.

4 Indwelling God, your gospel claims
one fam'ly with a billion names;
let ev'ry life be touched by grace
until we praise you face to face.

SENDING

“We Are Dancing Sarah's Circle” (to the tune of We Are Climbing Jacob's Ladder)

1. We are danc-ing Sar-ah's cir-cle (3x)...sisters, brothers, all.
2. Here we seek and find our story...
3. We will all do our own naming...
4. Ev-ery round a gen-er-a-tion...
5. On and on the cir-cle's mov-ing...


