
Over the past 25 years, HST has been the workhorse for the astrophysical com-

munity---data from HST have supported a Nobel prize, countless discoveries, 

and tens of thousands of scientific publications. The speaker has grown up with 

Hubble: its discoveries introduced him to astrophysics and in his research ca-

reer thus far, Michael has had the opportunities to explore galaxy evolution in 

the low and high redshift universe with Hubble.  In this lecture, Michael will dis-

cuss a few choice research projects, past and present, which have made use of 

multiple generations of instrument onboard “the people’s telescope.”  At the 

University of Minnesota, this research has most recently focused on detecting 

the sources of Lyman Continuum emission in the intermediate redshift uni-

verse. By observing z~1 star-forming galaxies (SFGs), Michael and his colleagues 

hope to better understand the physics of the Epoch of Reionization.  At pre-

sent, there is a significant tension between independent observations of the 

ionization of neutral Hydrogen in the high redshift universe in comparison with 

a dearth of observations demonstrating SFGs can produce a sufficiently strong 

UV background to initiate and sustain reionization.  Michael discusses recent 

results from this survey of SFGs and prospects for the future, both with HST 

and future observatories. 
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tive of Virginia, born in 
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