
Social Work and Family Studies 
Overview of the Program

October 2025



Meet the Department



● Department Chair
● Director of Family Studies 

Concentration

Erica Kanewischer, PhD, LMFT



● Associate Dean, Faculty of Social 
Sciences

Susie Smalling, PhD, MSW, LISW



● Director of Social Work Program

Kimberly Doran, MSW, LICSW



Wendy Anderson, PhD, MSW, LGSW



Hillary Lamberty, MSW, LGSW



● Connect with a member of our faculty to see if one or both courses of study are 

a fit for you:

● Social Work- a professional program

● Family Studies- intensive study in family social science

Starting a Major or Concentration

K



● For Social Work:

● Must- there are no courses you must take

● Should- begin prerequisite courses, i.e. Psych 125 and So/An 121

● Can - take other Ole Core classes

First Year: Must, Should, Can

K



● For Family Studies:

● Must- there are not courses you must take

● Should- take FAMST 132, Intro to Family Studies

● Can - take other Ole Core classes, and those for your major

First Year: Must, Should, Can

K



● For Social Work, you may use AP credit for the prerequisite courses 

like Psychology 125

● Credit transfer is handled by the registrar's office

● There are not placement exams for Social Work or Family Studies.

Receiving Credit for Previous Work

K



We encourage you to reach out to our social work and family studies 
faculty!

Erica Kanewischer (Department Chair & Family Studies Program 
Director)

kanewisc@stolaf.edu

Kimberly Doran (Social Work Program Director)
doran5@stolaf.edu

men

Reach Out to Our Faculty

K




