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This list was compiled in the hopes that you would find it useful in preparing yourself for departure or in 
continuing the learning experience after you return home. 
 
Guide Books 
A guide book will go a long way in answering many of your general questions about what things to do and 
where to eat during your free time. It will also typically provide a few words and phrases, sometimes a tip on 
pronunciation, and other useful things such as tipping guidelines, how best to obtain money, and maps. 
 
Keep in mind that your St. Olaf hosts will not know the cities like the back of their hand! They are present to 
help influence the group experience, not to be an expert on tourism in each location. Thus, we recommend 
bringing a guidebook to help you make decisions about your free time. 
 
What you probably don’t need from a guide book is a comprehensive list of hotels (since that is handled for 
you on this program) and lots of details on how to traverse the country by train and the like. 
 
My favorite guide books, then, are the ones that focus on what is special about a place and provide opening 
hours, admission fees, and lots of pictures. They can all be found at a large book store, at the online 
equivalents (amazon.com, bn.com, etc.), or even direct from the publisher at their web site. My three 
favorites are: 
 
Eyewitness Travel Guides by DK (Dorling Kindersley) – often with full country guides as well as pocket guides 

for individual cities 
  
Fodor’s – they claim their Gold Guides are for “all travelers, particularly those who seek a good mix of the 

cultural and practical” 
 
Insight Guides by Discovery Channel – one of the coolest channels on TV upholds its reputation with these 

guide books 
 

~ Heidi Quiram, Study Travel Director 
 
General 
The Happy Traveler: Unpacking the Secrets of Better Vacations, by Jaime Kurtz 
 A psychology professor applies research on happiness and decision-making to enhance the experience 

of travel. 
 
Travel as a Political Act, by Rick Steves 

I’ve been sharing this same idea with travelers for years, captured here in the summary on 
amazon.com: “By sharing his experiences from Europe, Central America, Asia, and the Middle East, 
Rick shows how we can learn more about own country by viewing it from afar.” 

 
 



 
This suggestion comes from a fellow participant: 
Donner, Rebecca. All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days: The True Story of the American Woman at the Heart 

of the German Resistance to Hitler. 2021. Mildred Fish Harnak was a University of Wisconsin graduate 
in English who left for Berlin to complete a masters and doctorate in literature. During her time there, 
she and her husband organized a resistance to the Nazi regime. Hitler was infuriated that a foreign 
woman would have such audacity and executed both of them. She was the last and only woman to die 
by guillotine in a Berlin women’s prison. 

 
The following list was prepared by your program leaders. 
 
Berlin 
 
Otoo, Sharon Dodna. The things I’m thinking while smiling politely. 2012.  A relatively contemporary view of 
Germany today seen through the eyes of an outsider. The story of the decline and break-up of a marriage as 
well as the consequences for close family and friends. 
 
Babylon Berlin. A German neo-noir television series based on novels by German author Volker Kutscher. The 
series takes place in Berlin during the Weimar Republic, starting in 1929. Number of seasons: 3. Original 
release: 13 October 2017. 28 episodes. Original language: German. Available on Netflix. 
 
Isherwood, Christopher. Goodbye to Berlin. 1939. A semiautobiographical account of Isherwood’s time in 
1930s Berlin, the novel describes pre-Nazi Germany and the people Isherwood met. It is episodic, dealing with 
a large cast over a period of several years from late 1930 to early 1933. It is written as a connected series of six 
short stories and novellas. The book highlights the groups of people who would be most at risk from Nazi 
intimidation. George Orwell characterized the stories as “sketches of a society in decay." 
 
Döblin, Alfred. Berlin Alexanderplatz. New 2018 translation by Michael Hofmann. This great novel of Berlin and 
the doomed Weimar Republic, is one of the great books of the twentieth century, gruesome, farcical, and 
appalling. The year 1929 --when Berlin Alexanderplatz was published--was the highpoint of the Weimar 
Republic, before it all came tumbling down with the Wall Street Crash. Berlin was like no other city in the late 
1920s: diverse, liberal, and often debauched. This iconic novel narrates the story of ex-convict Franz Biberkopf 
who, after being released from prison in Berlin, swears that he will live an upstanding and decent life. He is 
soon, however, plunged into the capital's louche but exhilarating underworld. Warning: 480 pages in length. 
 
Rick Steves on “Berlin.”   
 
Leipzig 
 
Galloway, Janice. Clara, A Novel.  
 
Indriðason, Arnaldur. The Draining Lake. A skeleton is found half-buried in a dried out lake. The bones have 
been weighed down with an old radio transmitter: is this a clue to the victim, and the killer's identity? 
Detective Erlendur is called in to investigate and discovers that there may be a connection with a group of 
students who were sent to study in East Germany during the Cold War, and with a young man who walked out 
of his family home one day, never to return. As the mystery deepens, Erlendur and his team must unravel a 
story of international espionage, murder and betrayal. 
Simons, Moya. Let Me Whisper You My Story.  
 



 
Nuremberg 
 
Brackhaus, Osiris. Lovers in Arms. The year is 1946, World War II is over, and the Nuremberg trials are 
underway. US Army Captain Frank Hawthorne is returning to Germany to testify in the military tribunal of 
former Nazi Officer Johann von Biehn. Despite explicit orders to the contrary, Frank is trying to save Johann's 
life. Three years ago, at the height of the war, Frank had been sent to kill the very man he is now defending. 
Much to his surprise, instead of the Nazi monster he was sent to kill, Frank found a compassionate dissenter. 
Johann considered the handsome young American officer the answer to his desperate prayers to save his 
beloved Germany from the cancerous infection of Nazi rule. What really happened between the two men 
during those long summer days in von Biehn’s Spreewald mansion must be kept secret at any cost. With his 
own government forbidding Frank to reveal anything political that happened during the war, and society 
forcing him to conceal their personal relationship, Frank will have to find something truly unexpected to 
prevent Johann's all-but-certain death sentence.  
 
Doerr, Anthony. All the Light We Cannot See. A stunningly beautiful instant New York Times bestseller about a 
blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the 
devastation of World War II. Marie-Laure lives in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where her father 
works. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-
Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what 
might be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. In a mining town in Germany, Werner Pfennig, an 
orphan, grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find that brings them news and 
stories from places they have never seen or imagined. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these 
crucial new instruments and is enlisted to use his talent to track down the resistance. Deftly interweaving the 
lives of Marie-Laure and Werner, Doerr illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one 
another. 
 
Moran, Jeanne. The Path Divided (Risking Exposure #2). When a magical picture frame reveals the danger 
facing a teenage traitor, her best friend hatches a plan to sneak her out of Nazi Germany. Options are few. 
Choices are desperate. Decades later, an unrepentant Nazi hiding under an alias plans to die with his secrets 
intact. Confronted with his role in the fate of his sister and her best friend, he must decide: maintain his 
charade, or face up to the horrible consequences of the path he chose so long ago. In this powerful conclusion 
to Risking Exposure, the siblings' interwoven tales divide and reconnect amid the tangled debris of war and 
lives spent in guilt, sacrifice, and hope. 
 
Porter, Carlos Whitlock. Not Guilty at Nuremberg: The German Defense Case.  Uninformed people consider the 
“Nuremberg War Crimes Trials” as the ultimate proof of the guilt of the German leadership before and during 
World War II. The transcripts of the proceedings, however, tell an entirely different story. This volume 
contains the defense arguments put forward by the main defendants at the trials. It shows that the trials 
broke every legal precedent and procedure of evidence in the book. Defendants were refused the right to 
cross-examine “witnesses”, blatantly forged documents were accepted as genuine without question, and 
evidence indicating torture of suspects was struck out by order of the judges. In addition, the blatant 
contradictions in the prosecution arguments (which saw the Germans charged with the exact same behavior 
as exhibited by the Allies during the war), combined with the persuasive counter arguments from the 
defendants themselves, provides a fascinating insight into the 1946 lynch-mob proceedings which 
masqueraded as “trials”.  
 
  



Munich 
 
Baxter, Greg. Munich Airport (2016) by Greg Baxter. This moving novel explores tough issues such as long-
distance family relationships, anorexia and the impact of suicide on those left behind. The plot is simple: after 
Miriam’s untimely death, her father and brother come to Munich and are grounded in the airport while 
waiting to bring her body home. What follows are their musings on her childhood, her death and the concept 
of suicide, all with the underlying question of ‘why’. It forces readers to think about what we all too often 
forget while rushing through modern life. 
 
Connell, John A. Ruins of War (2015). In post-World War II Munich, nothing is yet back to normal. Seven 
months after the fall of the Nazis, the city is still under American occupation. Mason Collins, a tough former 
homicide detective from Chicago is charged with keeping law and order in the ruined city. But murderer is 
loose in Munich, and with no evident pattern to the victims, Collins has to rely on gut instinct to track down a 
madman – while already Collins being watched himself.  
 
Feuchtwanger, Lion. Success: Three Years in the Life of a Province (The Wartesaal Trilogy #1),1930. 
Feuchtwanger was a German-Jewish novelist and playwright, a prominent figure in the literary world of 
Weimar Germany. His Judaism and fierce criticism of the Nazi Party years before it assumed power ensured 
that he would be a target of government-sponsored persecution after Hitler’s appointment as chancellor of 
Germany in January 1933. This novel is for Munich the equivalent of Berlin Alexanderplatz for Berlin. 
 
Haggerty, Kirk. How to Steal a Lion (2011). What would you do for a million euros? Mysterious investor Herr 
Wolff knows exactly what he wants from Munich University student Daniel: at the height of the Oktoberfest 
celebrations, Daniel has to snatch a one-ton, four-metre-tall lion from the top of a 37-metre tower and replace 
it with a rubber dummy. Motivated by the money, Daniel accepts the task, and the story unfolds against the 
backdrop of Munich’s best-known festival. 
 
Kellermann, Faye. Straight into Darkness (2006). Straight into Darkness takes the reader right back to the 
Roaring Twenties. While the city washes down cocktails and embraces flappers, homicide inspector Axel Berg 
has a big case on his hands: not one, but two bodies have been found in the English Garden. Berg must solve 
the case quickly not only for the victims but also to minimise the panic spreading rapidly across the city, stirred 
up by the Nazi Party and its persuasive leader. 
 
Moran, Jeanne. Risking Exposure (2013). Risking Exposure, set in the 1930s, features Sophie Adler, a talented 
photography lover and member of the increasingly popular Hitler Youth. In a tragic turn, Adler contracts polio. 
Turning to her hobby for comfort, she takes moving portraits of other polio sufferers, but things don’t go as 
planned: her pictures are used by the party she loves as propaganda to scare and intimidate other disabled 
people – who are just like her. 
 
Nelson, Suzanne. The Sound of Munich (2006). This page turner is a light-hearted account of one student’s 
semester abroad. Siena has come to Munich not only to study but also to complete her late father’s bucket 
list. He’d always wanted to visit Germany, so Siena’s semester is full of relaxing in beer gardens, seeing snowy 
Alpine resorts and exploring everything Bavaria has to offer. Cue a love interest in the form of a handsome 
dorm mate, and sit back to see how it all unfolds. 
 
Winspear, Jacqueline. Journey to Munich (2016). Spies, long-lost daughters and ever-present danger – Journey 
to Munich has it all. After tense negotiations, the German government agrees to release a British prisoner 
from the treacherous Dachau concentration camp on one condition: a family member must pick him up. 
Maisie Dobbs, who resembles the prisoner’s murdered daughter, is intercepted by the British Secret Service 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000FCKCF6/?tag=thecultri-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00F7QM95G/?tag=thecultri-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0105TIXJA/?tag=thecultri-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0105TIXJA/?tag=thecultri-20


and agrees to venture alone into Nazi Germany. But as the plot unfolds, it seems everyone isn’t being honest, 
and her mission isn’t quite as straightforward as it sounded. 
 
Oberammergau 
Counsell, Michael. Every Pilgrim’s Guide to Oberammagau and its Passion Play. This illustrated pocket sized 
guide and companion includes: the history and background of the Oberammergau Passion Play, a scene by 
scene description with relevant Bible readings, a complete travel guide to Oberammergau and places of 
interest nearby, practical tips for travelling in Germany, a simple language guide, maps and a street plan, color 
sections and b/w photographs throughout. 
 
Shapiro, James. Oberammergau. The Troubling Story of the World’s Most Famous Passion Play. The Bavarian 
village of Oberammergau has staged the trial, crucifixion, and resurrection of Christ nearly every decade since 
1634. Each production of the Passion Play attracts hundreds of thousands, many drawn by the spiritual 
benefits it promises. Yet Hitler called it a convincing portrayal of the menace of Jewry, and in 1970 a group of 
international luminaries boycotted the play for its anti-Semitism. As the production for the year 2000 drew 
near, James Shapiro was there to document the newest wave of obstacles that faced the determined Bavarian 
villagers. Erudite and judicious, Oberammergau is a fascinating and important look at the unpredictable and 
sometimes tragic relationship between art and society, belief and tolerance, religion and politics. 
 

The Passion Play of Oberammergau 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kA1asVO4eIU 
 
The Oberammergau Passion Play 2020: Trailer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KeVtnndSsc 
 
Oberammergau: The Passion Play 2020 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZ9FH0bY_-I 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kA1asVO4eIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KeVtnndSsc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZ9FH0bY_-I

